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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter covers six sections. First section is Background of Study, the 

second is Reasons of Choosing the Topic, the third is Statement of the Problem, 

the fourth is Aims of the Research, the fifth is Limitation of the Research, and last 

category is Clarification of term. 

A. Background of Study 

Objectively, student’s English mastery can be revealed through his or her 

competence in grammar and vocabulary. According to Swan (1980: XVI) 

“Mastery of English grammar is very important because grammar is the rules that 

how forms change to show different meaning and how words are combined into 

sentences”. In studying English grammar, the students must understand about 

word classification to know characteristics of those. In this case, it becomes 

consideration for the students to be able to mastery the rules for forming words, 

and accurateness in correcting every word. Because of that, students are able to 

show the different meanings of the words. So they combine vocabularies into 

phrases, clauses, and sentences. Therefore, grammar and vocabulary are the basic 

knowledge in language that they are effectively used in English. 

 Grammar gives information about structural forms. One of structural forms 

has pattern as well as others that it often makes difficult comprehension for 
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students. The most crucial problem to comprehend English grammar is in 

differentiating the use of gerund and present participle. This point is supported by 

the result of interview with some students. Gerund and Present Participle have 

different function and meaning in the sentence, although both of them are verb-ing 

forms. A gerund is often defined as a word that has the form of a verb but the 

function of a noun.  Specifically, a gerund is a verb-ing, with the -ing inflectional 

suffix attached that seems to be able to go where nouns go and do what nouns do.  

For example, the sentence “reading is John’s hobby” indicates that reading is a 

pleasure or habit of John and the position as a noun, reading is John’s hobby in 

Indonesia means “membaca adalah kesukaan / hobinya John”. While a present 

participle is often defined as a word that the form of a verb but the function of an 

adjective. For example, the sentence "John buys a reading book now" indicates 

that reading is as an adjective that explain the use of book, nor John is doing a 

verb and reading position is a verb, John buys a reading book now in Indonesia 

means “John membeli buku bacaan  sekarang”. 

Moreover, observation on conversation of English students of 

Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto showed an indication that some of 

them usually said “this area does not park vehicles” as a present form, but that 

should be modified in gerund, “no parking area!”, and they made error sentences 

when they said, “my hobby are playing football and listen the music”, it must be 

“my hobbies are playing football and listening the music”. These were some of 

examples from interview result. This happened because the students could not 

perfectly distinguish or utilize gerund and present participle. The students just 
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know that there are some mergers of vocabularies had come own meaning such 

as: swimming pool, racing car, frying pan, and killing time. Furthermore 

sometimes the students used V-ing in composition of sentences such as swimming 

is my hobby and my hobby is playing football. However the students did not 

know position of V-ing in sentences. Nevertheless they afford to translate it in 

Indonesia. 

Based on the descriptions above, the writer is interested in conducting a 

research with the topic “Students’ Competence in Gerund and Present Participle 

(A Descriptive Study of the First Semester of English Department of 

Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto in Academic Year 2009/2010”). 

B. Reasons of Choosing the Topic 

The topic of the study is Students’ Competence in Gerund and Present 

Participle (A Descriptive Study of the First Semester of English Department of 

Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto in Academic Year 2009/2010”). It has 

been chosen for the following reasons: 

1. Grammar is an important component to support all language study. By 

using grammar we can communicate correctly and fluently. 

2. Gerund and Present Participle have difficult aspect in learning structural 

forms. So the writer wants to research on their competence. 

3. The writer thinks that every student has eager desire for mastering English 

because he or she selects English as the major of his or her study. 
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4. The writer hopes that this study can give useful contribution to those who 

have concerned with English. 

C. Statement of the Problem 

The writer is going to focus on the study of how good is students’ 

competence in gerund and present participle and what kind of errors do the 

students make in gerund and present participle. 

D. Aims of the Research 

The writer wants to know the first semester student’s competence in using 

gerund and present participle and he wants to find the kinds of errors that are 

made by student. 

E. Limitation of the Research 

The consideration of limitation for this study is based on the Senior High 

School Curriculum. The types of gerund and present participle which are taught 

are Gerund position as Subject, Gerund position as Object, and Gerund positions 

as Complement. While present participle only consists of Present Participle places 

in front of noun, Present Participle places behind of noun, and Present Participle 

places between two events. 

F. Clarification of term 

The title of this research is “Students’ Competence in Gerund and Present 

Participle (A Descriptive Study of the First Semester of English Department of 

Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto in Academic Year 2009/2010”). The 

writer wants to clarify the terms, which are used in this study to help the readers 

comprehend the research well. 
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1. Student 

The students who will be the sample of the research are the students who 

are learning English in the first semester of Muhammadiyah University of 

Purwokerto.  

2. Competence 

Richards, Platt and Platt (1992:68) say that Competence is (in 

transformational generative grammar) a person’s internalized grammar of a 

language. This means a person’s ability to make and understand sentences, 

including sentences they have never heard before. It also includes a person’s 

knowledge of what are and what are not sentences of a particular language. 

3. Gerund 

Hornby (1985:359) states that gerund is the- ing from verb that is 

functioned as a noun and has exactly the same forms as the present participle. As 

additional, Richards, Platt and Platt (1992:156) state that gerund is a verb form 

which ends in –ing, but which is used in a sentences like a noun. 

4. Present Participle 

Mas’ud (1992:248) and Richards, Platt and Platt (1992:265) describe that 

participle is a non-finite verb form which functions as an adjective, and is used in 

passive sentences and to form perfect and progressive aspect. There are two 

participles in English, the present participle and past participle. 
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