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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the Study  

Nowadays, English is very important to our lives. This language is used 

world widely in science, knowledge, and technology as well as education, 

business, transaction, and other activities in the world. In accordance with the 

importance of English, the Indonesian students start learning English at Junior 

High School (SLTP) as a compulsory subject. The process continues to Senior 

High School (SLTA).  

It is understood that learning English is more difficult than learning a 

nation’s language or learning a mother tongue. It is because English has 

completely different aspects and system, which should be understood by the 

students or the learners, among others are pronunciation, spelling, and the 

cultural background of the language. Besides that, we also remember that there 

are some important factors in foreign language learning, which will mostly 

influence student, or learners in mastering the language. There are intelligence, 

motivation, facilitation, strategy of language learning, etc (Subhan, 1990: 18) 

Intelligence is a gate for knowledge. Secondly, motivation plays an 

influential role in encouraging students to learn the language as it covers both 

intrinsic motivation which comes from the student’s themselves and extrinsic 

one which come from outside. The third and fourth ones have close relation to 

each other. There are students’ attitudes and strategy of language learning. 

1 

Improving Students’ Reading …, Thiara Nurul Jafar, FKIP UMP, 2012



2 

 

Facilities of language learning are the last factor which is not less important the 

others. 

Reading is about the written language skills that are receptive. Reading 

skills include complex activity that involves various skills. So, reading activity 

is an integrated activity that includes several activities such as recognizing 

letters and words, connecting it with the sound, its meaning and also drawing, 

conclusions based on the text meaning conveyed. 

Reading ability, specifically in reading an English text, is the alternative 

way to get knowledge properly and appropriately for students in order about the 

information it was presented by Andersen et.al, in Dhieni (2006: 53), “reading is 

a process to understand the meaning of a text.” The process of reading activity 

begins with understanding letters, words, phrase, sentences, and texts, and also 

linking with the sound and meaning. 

Related to the reading skill, it turns out that not all of the students can 

read the English sentences or texts correctly. A lot of SMP students are not able 

to read English text well and make a false reception for the audiences, and when 

they reading a test, the result did not reached the target value. The average score 

of the students in the first semester did not reach KKM (65). This condition is 

also countered in the implementation reading learning situations in VIII C grade 

of SMP Negeri 1 Salem, Brebes.  

Based on the interaction above, the teacher said that this situation 

happened in the second grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Salem, Brebes when the 

researcher performed pre-observation in English teaching and learning process 

at SMP Negeri 1 Salem. The researcher found some problems: 
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1. The students still got difficulty in understanding the content of the text. That 

was why the students could not answer the questions after reading a text. 

2. The students could not find the main idea easily. 

3. The students lacked vocabulary and they seldom bought dictionary. 

Based on the fact above, the researcher and the teacher are interested in 

minimizing the teachers’ role in teaching and learning process. The purpose is to 

make the students more active in every teaching and learning process that she 

holds. Then Small Group Interaction will be used as an effort to improve 

students’ in reading comprehension. Small Group Interaction does not only help 

the students to be active, but also develop the thinking process, encourage 

positive thoughts toward learning, and develop personal skills. Small group 

interaction promotes interaction between students whose skill, attitude and 

interest differ, and allow the students to use democratic leadership skills to lead 

the direction of the discussion and participation. One of them is by using small 

group interaction teaching technique. The writer has found that teaching reading 

in junior high school needs such kind of communicative technique. 

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

 The writer has some reasons to choose the topic and  those are: 

1. Reading competence of the students’ of class VIIIC SMP N 1 Salem needed 

to be improved because their reading comprehensions are still low. 

2. Small Group Interaction is an interesting way to make the students’ to be 

more active in classroom and easy to comprehend the reading materials. 
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C. Problem of the Research 

The problem of this research is “Can Small Group Interaction improve the 

students’ reading comprehension at the second year students of SMP N 1 Salem, 

Brebes, in academic year 2011/2012 especially VIIIC class?” 

D. Aim of the Research 

This research is conducted to improve the students’ reading 

comprehension using Small Group Interaction. 

E. Contribution of Research 

The result of the research is expected to give an input to the students, 

English teacher and the writer. 

1. For the Students at the Second Year of SMP N 1 Salem, Brebes 

The writer hopes after doing the research, students are more motivated to 

learn English, especially reading. 

2. For the English Teacher at the Second Year  

It will give experience in conducting Classroom Action Research and show 

how Small Group Interaction really works well in classroom to improve 

students’ reading comprehension. 

3. For the Writer 

This research is an opportunity to practice the knowledge and skill and try to 

work collaboratively in the classroom action research, to find out the 

problem in the class and participate in effecting to improve the students 

reading comprehension.  
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