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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Research 

Writing is very important to be mastered eventough it is not an 

easy one. As Tarigan (1994: 3-4) says that writing means to try to produce 

written message. In line with it, Harsyaf, et. al. (2009: 4) states  that 

writing is an activity that supports students to analyse and synthesize their 

discrete knowledge about language items into a text that is acceptable in 

an English writing convention by using the appropriate paragraph 

structure. There are two reasons why someone writes. First, someone 

writes to communicate with others. Writing is very helpful when someone 

wants to share his experiences with other, but it can not be done orally. So, 

he can make it by writing their experiences. Second, it is important for him 

to clear and stimulate mind. It means that writing can help someone to 

make his idea come out clearly. By realizing the aspects of writing, 

someone‟s mind will be stimulated to make his idea be understood by 

others easily. 

Writing is a basic tool used in many subjects like taking notes, 

taking tests, and doing classroom work and homework for almost content 

area as well as in language arts classes. Poor writing can have a pervasive 

effect on school performance. Moreover, when writing is perceived as 

difficult and time consuming, motivation to write may be greatly reduced, 
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leading to lack of practice that may further compound difficulties with 

writing. 

Basically, writing can be in the form of sentences, texts, or 

paragraphs. Based on the curriculum of junior high school, there are some 

kinds of text used to teach the second grade students of junior high school; 

those are descriptive, procedure, recount and narrative text. This research 

will focus on recount text only. 

Recount text is talking about experiences of events written for 

information. Recount text is a text which retells events or experiences in 

the past (www.englishdirection.com). Its purpose is either to inform or to 

entertain the reader. Therefore, in this text genre, the students can write 

about their past experiences. By learning recount text, it can help the 

students to share opinions, feelings or dreams about their past experiences.  

In line with the teaching of recount text, the writer did interview 

with the English teacher of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Purwokerto and got 

some information about writing ability of their students. The teacher faced 

some problems when he taught writing. First, the teacher had some 

difficulties to motivate the students to write. They just feel bored at the 

first time when they mist write. As the result, they cannot get the ideas to 

write and explore their experiences in a good text. Second, the teacher 

could not find the fun ways to help the students compose sentences into a 

text correctly. Basically, the students are still having some problems with 
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their vocabulary and grammar mastery. Most of them cannot arrange the 

sentences into a good text. So, they often feel confused with their own text 

then just stop their writing. Finally, they are not interested enough to write. 

In accordance with the teacher‟s problem in teaching writing of 

recount text, the writer tries to find a fun way to teach writing. Then the 

writer will use English diary for teaching writing of recount text. As Peace 

(2007: 1) states that diary is a record of events, transactions or 

observations kept in a diary or a frequent interval especially a daily record 

of personal activities, reflections or feeling. Diary is related with students‟ 

real life. If they write something based on their experiences through diary, 

they can be able to manage the idea and develop their recount text writing.  

English diary is very useful for the students in learning writing 

recount text. Firstly, English diary is free. By writing diary, the students 

can write anything about their experiences or their feeling freely. They do 

not have to write about any kinds of topics given, but they are free to write 

what really exists on their mind. At the last, they can decide the content of 

their writing. Secondly, English diary is done frequently. Writing diary 

sequence means learning to write recount continuously. It is good because 

the students will have more practices especially in grammar. When they 

write, they are aware with their own sentences. Indirectly, they will 

familiar with the structure of sentence. The more practice they have, the 

more competent they will be. Third, English diary can build the students‟ 

critical thinking. Learning recount text through English diary can dig up 
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the students‟ knowledge. Let them explore their mind. It can help the 

students increase their ability for example in their vocabulary mastery. 

When the students write their experiences, they will increase their 

vocabulary because they will not have the same experiences each day. 

Finally, they must get different vocabulary while they write. So, to make 

teaching-learning process more effective, the writer uses English diary to 

teach the students writing skill especially in recount text. 

Based on the explanations above, the writer wants to conduct a 

research entitle „The Effectiveness of English Diary for Teaching Writing 

of Recount Text to the Second Grade Students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 

Purwokerto in Academic Year 2013/2014‟. It is hoped it can make the 

students‟ ability in writing especially in writing recount text better. 

B. Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

There are some reasons why the writer chooses the topic for the research: 

1. The teacher had some difficulties to motivate the students. 

2. The teacher got some difficulties to find a fun ways to teach writing 

recount text. 

3. The writer wants to know whether or not the use of English diary is 

effective for teaching writing of recount text. 
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C. Problem of the Research 

The problem of the research can be formulated as: 

Is English diary effective for teaching writing of recount text to the second 

grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Purwokerto in academic year 2013/2014 

D. Aims of the Research 

The aim of the research is to know whether the use of English diary is 

effective for teaching writing of recount text for the second grade of Junior 

High School or not. 

E. Clarification of the Terms 

Here are the clarifications of the terms: 

1. Effectiveness 

Tuckman in Afianti (2011: 5) states that effectiveness occurs based not 

on the specific of interaction but rather on the simple fact that the 

experiment is beng conducted. 

2. Diary 

Diary is a personal record of events, experiences, thoughts, and 

observations (grammar.about.com). 
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3. Teaching 

Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do 

something, giving instruction, guiding in the study on something, 

providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown, 

2000: 7) 

4. Writing 

Writing is the mental work of inventing ideas, thinking, about how to 

express them and organizing them into statements and paragraph that 

will be clear to a reader (Nunan, 2003: 88). 

5. Recount Text 

Recount text is a text that tells about what happened in series of events 

in sequence (Sudirman, 2010: 10). 

F. Contribution of the Research 

It is expected that the result of this research will give contribution for both 

of the teacher and the students: 

1. For the Teacher 

a. Adding a reference of method for teaching writing. 

b. Improving their teaching skill especially in teaching writing. 
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2. For the Students 

a. Motivating the students in learning recount text. 

b. Motivating the students in learning writing skill. 

c. Increasing the students‟ ability in writing recount text. 

d. Giving some new experiences for the students in learning English 

especially in recount text. 
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