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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Previous Researches 

Agusari, Ndari (2010) conducted research about textbook entitled “An 

Analysis of the Compatibility of Look Ahead: An English Course 1 Textbook 

With The School Level-Based Curriculum”. The result of the analysis showed 

that the textbook is good in developing language skills suggested by School 

Level-based Curriculum. This study implied that the textbook entitled Look 

Ahead: An English Course 1 is good materials to support the learning process 

especially in listening, reading, and writing. The materials of speaking skill in 

this textbook are not adequate, so the speaking teaching-learning process needs 

the other material to support the speaking lesson.  

Adhasih, Lulu Nur (2011) conducted research about textbook entitled an 

Analysis on the Compatibility of the Textbook, Developing English 

Competencies, and With The School Level-Based Curriculum. The result of 

the analysis shows that the textbook is good in developing skill demanded by 

the School Level-based Curriculum or compatible with the School Level-based 

Curriculum in developing skills.  

Haryanti, Novi (2011) conducted research about textbook entitled 

“Evaluating Vocational Schools’ English Course Books: Vocational Schools 

English Course Books Entitled “Key to Success” English for Vocational 

Schools Grades X, XI and XII”. The result showed that the Course Books were 
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considered as adequately relevant to the Syllabuses of Vocational School 

which got 100% compatibility between the content of the book and the 

syllabuses for all Course Books. Bloomfield’s Taxonomy showed that only 

Book of Grade X which compatible with all of Bloomfield’s Taxonomy 

Criteria while Book grades XI and XII have incompatibility in Medium Level.  

Based on the third previous researches, it can be concluded that this 

research has not been done. Because, the object of this study is the Junior High 

School “Let’s Talk” textbook and use English syllabus as a criteria of standard. 

It is different with the previous researches. 

B. Textbook  

In teaching and learning process, teacher always use some media to make 

the teaching and learning process easier. One media that always used in 

classrooms is a textbook because it is easy to buy, to carry and to study.  

The textbook makes the teacher focus and wise. As said by Billows 
(1961:58) we can teach without a textbook, we learn our first language 
without it, and many people learn others later, but to make the best use of 
time in the classroom and to avoid unintended repetition or neglecting the 
essential language patterns, the teacher is wise to have a textbook, at least 
in the background of his mind.   

 
Here, textbook is a media that makes teacher focus in teaching learning 

process. 

 

1. Definition of Textbook 

Textbook is a book which is usually used by teacher and 

students as a media in English teaching learning process. The teacher 

chooses and provides it for students. 
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Textbook is a standard book which makes the teacher knows 

what they should teach, so they will not be confuse to teach. As said by 

Lange (in Tarigan 1986:11) a textbook is a standard book in every 

specific study consisting of two types, a main book and a 

supplementary one.  

In other way, Bacon (in Tarigan, 1986:11) defines that a 

textbook is a field of study (subject-matter) which is designed by 

experts and supplied with teaching media. 

Textbooks are textbooks in the field of study according to 

Tarigan (1986:13), which is a standard book, compiled by experts in 

that field for the purpose and instructional objectives, which are 

equipped with teaching facilities are compatible and easily understood 

by the users in schools and colleges so be able to support the teaching 

program.  

 Understanding of the textbook is the media of learning that 

played an important role in the class, besides as the media of delivery 

of curriculum material in the education system. In connection with the 

standards, that was meant by the English textbook to be the student’s 

handbook that was compiled was based on the national educational 

curriculum and in accordance with the education system in Indonesia, 

as well as aimed at increasing knowledge and communicating skills in 

English, as well as had a positive attitude towards English. 
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2. The Importance of Textbook 

Textbook is a kind of lesson media or instrument and important 

to help teacher and students in teaching learning process. By using 

textbook, teacher can be more focused on what they will teach and for 

students; they will know what they learn.  

According to Cruickshank, Bainer and Metcalf (1999: 134) 

textbook is the most used (and sometimes overused) source for 

determining what students should learn. They also state there are 

several reasons to use textbook. First, textbooks usually are readily 

available to teachers and learners alike. Second, textbook are generally 

written by persons who have expertise both in the subject itself and in 

methods for teaching it. Third, teachers are often so overwhelmed by 

the demands of their jobs that they willingly accept the textbook’s 

ready-made teaching materials and step – by – step instructions. 

Textbook packages are particularly attractive to beginning teachers 

who many receive little help on the job in learning how to create 

lessons using a variety of resources.  

A textbook is a very important and useful in a learning process 

since it provides many indirect experiences in an orderly organized 

design although certain kinds of learning experience cannot be 

presented through the printed page. For instance, listening as one of 

four language skills cannot be studied by reading book about it since 

the students need to get practice through real experience, Billows 
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(1961:58) comments each lesson in the textbook should stand for a set 

of skills, a set of language patterns, and associated vocabulary first 

learnt in speech and then tested and exercised in the reading of a text 

and in the attached exercise. 

3. The Function of Textbook 

Textbook has some functions for the teacher and students in 

teaching learning process. According to Tarigan (1986: 19) the 

function of textbook as follows: 

1. Reflect a point of view. 

2. Provide a source of regular, neat and gradual. 

3. Present the subject matter of the rich and harmonious. 

4. Provide a variety of teaching methods and facilities. 

5. Present the initial fixation for the tasks and exercises. 

6. Present source material evaluation and remedial. 

As educational books, textbook plays an important role in 

learning. With textbooks, teaching learning process can be 

implemented more regularly, because the teachers as implementers of 

education will have clear guidance material. As said by Greene and 

Petty (in Tarigan, 1986:17). They mention some functions of a 

textbook as follows: 

1. It reflects an obvious point of view (e.g. principles, approaches, and 

methods) and demonstrates the application in teaching materials. 

An Analysis On..., Jeanny Calista, FKIP UMP, 2012



10 

 

 

 

2. It presents subject matter sources that are readable and suitable to 

students’ interests and needs. 

3. It provides an orderly systematically design source that is presented 

in a certain gradation (e.g. from general to specific, from easy to 

difficult). 

4. It uses methods and tools to motivate students. 

5. It presents learning materials in detail to help students do the 

exercise. 

6. It effectively presents evaluation and remedial materials. 

Based on explanation above, author of English textbook must 

have a good skill and knowledge. Related to those function, it is 

suggested that the writer of a good textbook is an experienced teacher 

who has put the best of his knowledge and skills at the disposal of 

whoever uses his book, and he has to grade his materials so that each 

structural point follows naturally and easily on the before it (Billows, 

1961:58-59). 

4. The Roles of Textbook 

Through textbook, students and teacher will know what material 

they have done and they have not done learned as said by Billlows 

(1961:70) The roles of a textbook in a school language course are : a 

guide for the teacher a memory aid for the pupil, a permanent record or 

measure of what has been learnt, a generalization or canalization, a 

unity factor in the language learning of a wide area, a means of 
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extending linguistic experience beyond the local scene and the limited 

experience of the pupil, and an exercise ground for reading. 

5. The Advantages of Textbook 

Textbook has several advantages in teaching learning process. 

Richard (2001:1) stated some advantages of textbook as follow: 

1. They provide structure and syllabus for a program. 

Without textbook, a program may have no central core and learners 

may not receive a syllabus that has been systematically planned and 

developed. 

2. They have standardized instruction. 

The use of textbook in a program can ensure that the students in 

different classes receive similar content and therefore can be tested 

in the same way. 

3. They are efficient. 

They save teachers’ time, enabling teacher to devote to teaching 

rather than materials production. 

4. They can provide effective language models and input. 

Textbook can provide support for teacher whose first language is 

not English and who may not be able to generate accurate language 

input on their own. 
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5. They can train teacher. 

If teachers have limited teaching experience, a textbook together 

with the teacher’s manual can serve as a medium of initial teacher 

training. 

6. They are visually appealing. 

Commercial textbooks usually have high standards of design and 

production and hence are appealing to learners and teachers.  

6. The Qualification of Textbook 

The quality of a textbook will influence the success of teaching 

and learning process. The better it is, the more perfect the achievement 

is. It is important then to know how to get a good textbook. There are 

ten criteria to evaluate a textbook by Greene and Petty (in Tarigan, 

1986: 20-21): 

1. A textbook has to raise students’ interest. 

2. A textbook motivates students to use it. 

3. A textbook gives students interesting illustrations. 

4. A textbook considers linguistic aspects that are suitable to students’ 

ability. 

5. The content of a textbook has a relation to other subjects. 

6. A textbook has to stimulate students’ personal activities. 

7. A textbook presents materials in a distinct and objective way so 

students can easily make a correct interpretation. 
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8. A textbook has a clear point of view so that it will also be users’ 

point of view. 

9. A textbook uses materials that influence students to firmly hold the 

existing values in society. 

10. A textbook appreciates personal differences of users. 

There are several aspects that can be used to evaluate textbook 

according to Tarigan (1986: 22-23) as follows: 

a. Point of view 

Textbooks should have clear point of view that sketch and base the 

whole textbook. It means that writing textbook should have clear 

sources and purposes what the textbook for. 

b. Explicit concept 

The concepts used inside textbook should be clear enough for the 

students and reader so it will be easy to understand to catch the 

meaning. 

c. Relevant with the curriculum 

Textbook used in the school should be relevant with the valid 

curriculum. 

d. Interesting 

Textbook should be interesting and able to make students interested 

with the materials. 
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e. Motivating 

Textbook should make students want to know, what to do, and 

enjoy doing the instruction inside that textbook. 

f. Stimulating students’ activity 

Textbook should be able to stimulate and stimulate the students 

toward the activities. 

g. Illustrative 

Textbook should be completed with the appropriate illustration on 

each material, so that the students will be interested and easy to 

understand the material. 

h. Communicative 

Textbook should be understandable to students. So that, the 

language on the course book should: 

1. Appropriate with the students’ language. 

2. The sentences are effective. 

3. Avoiding confused meaning. 

4. Simple. 

5. Polite. 

6. Interesting. 

7. Support another lesson. 

8. Respect individual differences. 

9. Solid on the certain value.  

 

An Analysis On..., Jeanny Calista, FKIP UMP, 2012



15 

 

 

 

7. The Weakness of Textbook  

Textbooks can never completely replace the function of the 

teacher. Indeed, within certain limits and learning activities carried out 

and achieved through the guidance of a textbook, but never complete. 

If when we realize that teaching is situational. Textbooks clearly 

cannot keep up and adapt to every possible situation. This is where the 

advantages of a teacher, he/she can read the situation and adapt of the 

situation. A textbook does not teach that teaching is the teacher.  

There are five weakness of textbook according to Greene and Petty (in 

Tarigan, 1986:26): 

1. The textbooks itself is not taught (although some learning 

activities can be achieved by reading it), but is a means of 

teaching facility. 

2. Contents are presented as tools of learning activities are combined 

in an artificial or unnatural course for any particular class.  

3. Exercises and assignments practical seem inadequate or 

insufficient because of the limitations in the size of textbooks and 

because so many of practices that needs to be implemented by 

acts.  

4. Facilities of teaching are also very small and short because of the 

limitations of space, place, or containers that are in it.  

5. Helps or assistances related to the evaluation is only suggestive 

and not evaluating the overall desired or completeness. 
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C. Reading  

Reading is a process is used by readers to get information or message 

from the writer of text or passage or other written language. Reading is very 

important part in our lives. Through reading students get more knowledge and 

will have many ideas.  

Briefly, it can be said that reading in a foreign language consists of 

grasping meaning in that language through its written representation (Robert 

Lado, 1977: 223).  

Dealing with reading, the following are some basic theories of reading: 

1. The Nature of Reading  

Reading is a process that is used by readers to get the message, 

which would be submitted by the author through the medium of writing 

words/language. If this is not met, the message is explicit and implied will 

not be captured or understood and the process of reading is not performing 

well, it stated by Hodgson (in Tarigan, 2008:7). 

2. The Purpose of Reading. 

The ultimate goal in reading is to seek and obtain information, 

including the content and understand the meaning of reading. There are 

reading goals according to Anderson (in Tarigan 2008: 10-11):  

a. Reading to find or know the discoveries that has been done by the 

figure; what has been created by the figure; what has happened on a 

special character, or to solve problems created by the figures. Reading 
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like this is called reading to obtain the details or facts (reading for 

details or facts).  

b. Reading to find out why it is a good and interesting topic, issues 

contained in the story, what is learned or experienced leaders, and 

summarize it the thing done by the leaders to achieve its objectives. 

(Reading like this is called reading for main ideas).  

c. Reading to discover or find out what's happening in each part of the 

story, what happened the first, second, and third / onward, each stage 

is made to solve a problem, scenes and events, events for 

dramatization. This is called reading to find out the sequence or 

structure, organizational stories (reading for sequence or 

organization).  

d. Reading to discover and find out why the characters feel like the way 

they were, what would be disclosed by the authors to readers, why do 

the characters change, the qualities of the characters that makes them 

succeed or fail. It called for the conclusion or inference reading 

(reading for inference).  

e. Reading to discover and find out what is unusual, unnatural about a 

person's character, what was funny in the story, or whether the story is 

true or not true. This is called reading to categorize or classify 

(reading to classify).  

f. Reading to discover whether the characters succeed or live with the 

size - of a certain size, whether we want to do anything like that done 
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by the figure, or work as a way to work in the story's characters. This 

is called reading assess or evaluate (reading to evaluate).  

g. Reading to discover how to figure changed, how life is different from 

life as we know, how the two stories have in common, and how the 

figures resemble the readers. This is called reading to compare or 

contrast (reading to compare or contrast). 

3. The Scope of Reading in Junior High School. 

Reading in Junior High School has the scope. The scope of English 

subjects in the SMP / MTs include: 

1. The ability of discourse, namely the ability to understand and / or 

produce spoken text and / or write a realized within the four language 

skills, namely listening, speaking, reading and writing in an integrated 

manner to achieve the level of functional literacy; 

2. The ability to understand and create a variety of functional text and 

monologues, and short essay form procedure, descriptive, recount, 

narrative, and the report. Gradation of materials appear in the use of 

vocabulary, grammar, rhetoric and actions; 

3. Supporting competency, namely linguistic competence (use of 

grammar and vocabulary, good sound, good writing), sociocultural 

competence (using expressions and acts of language in various 

contexts of communication acceptable), strategic competence 

(overcome the problems that arise in the communication process in 
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various ways in order to continue communication), and forming 

discourse competence (using forming tools of discourse). 

D. Reading Presentation 

Presentation is something that presented, shown or explained the 

content of a topic to learner or reader. The research use Let’s Talk 

textbooks as an object, so that reading presentation in this research is 

reading skill which presented, shown or explained to reader on the 

textbook. 

E. English Syllabus of Junior High School  

a. Definition of Syllabus 
 

Syllabus is a set of plan in course, on group of subject or certain 

theme, which is included standard competency, basic competence, main 

topics, lesson, indicator, evaluation, time allocation, reference/lesson 

material. In the development of this syllabus, schools, teacher work 

groups, or the education office may request technical assistance from the 

college, LPMP, or related major unit in the Ministry of National 

Education. 

b. Criteria of an English Syllabus 

Every syllabus needs to be developing, on the basis of certain 

criteria; Mulyasa (2010:150) states that the developing of syllabus in each 

subject matter, the activities are: 

1. Identification of standard competence and basic competence, and 

also the aim of subject matter. 
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2. Developing the basic competence and materials instructional 

standard that is needed in the teaching learning activity. 

3. Describing the basic competence, and arrange according to the 

scope. 

4. Developing the indicator for each competence and also the goals of 

criteria, and arranged into knowledge, comprehension, skill, value, 

and attitude. 

5. Developing the standard developing evaluation that is relevant with 

the indicator of competence achievement. 

 This research uses the criteria to evaluate “Let’s Talk” textbook 

because the criteria is clear enough and more specific. 
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