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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

Reading is the most important skill for students. There are many 

reasons why reading is important. Reading helps us to know in the new 

language, reading helps us add a new vocabulary, reading makes us 

accustomed with English and also help us in communication with people in 

other country. 

Purpose of the teaching of English for Junior High School in Indonesia 

is to develop students’ communicative competence. To get communicative 

competence, students must master and understand four skills in language 

learning, namely reading, listening, speaking, and writing. The main objective 

of English in Junior High School is the development of reading skill. It is why 

this skill is emphasized in national examination. 

In Junior High School, students learn how to comprehend a text. 

Reading is the first level that should be learned because reading is an easy 

skill. Even though reading belongs to easy skill, still many students do not 

have the skill well. Students still feel so difficult to do exercise in reading.  

An English teacher in Junior High School must prepare students in 

national examination so they can pass from the school with high achievement. 

Since most of English questions in national examination are about reading 
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comprehension, so the students need to have good competence on reading 

skill.  

A textbook is one of the material references of the English reading 

teaching at school. It is used to run English learning process. The English 

teacher has responsibility to select the textbook that is used as a material in 

teaching learning process because not all English textbook present good 

reading materials. Many authors of English textbook that presents the reading 

texts are monotonous and do not vary. There is some of text which is too 

difficult to understand and not appropriate with their ability. Textbook is a 

book that is used by the teacher to teach students at school. A good textbook is 

the book which is made for students feel comfort to read the book and 

comprehend the content of the book. 

Textbook is related to the applicable curriculum. A good textbook 

should be relevant and support the implementation of the curriculum.  

Methods and facility of presenting the material in the textbook should be 

qualified with certain conditions. For examples, it should be interesting, 

challenging, stimulating, varied so that the students really motivate to study 

the textbook.  

Textbooks should also present the material in depth. This is useful for 

completion of tasks and exercises that are required by students. Tasks and 

exercises are useful to improve the knowledge, attitudes and skills of students 

to the content of textbooks. 
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Based on explanation above, this research wants to conduct a study 

which entitles “An Analysis on the Reading Presentation of Let’s Talk English 

Textbooks for Junior High School”. This research wants to analyze material 

development in reading presentation whether the third of books (Let’s Talk for 

grade VII, VIII, IX for Junior High School) present reading with use the trend 

reading presentation or not. As we know that trend reading presentation is to 

present the reading text followed comprehension questions directly. This 

research chooses Let’s Talk as English textbook to be analyzed because based 

on observation at five of Junior High School in Purwokerto namely SMPN 1, 

SMPN 4, SMPN 5, SMPN 6 and SMPN 8 use this textbook. It could be said 

that Let’s Talk is most used in Junior High School of Purwokerto. 

 
B. The Reasons of Choosing the Topic 
 

There are some reasons to choose the topic, those are as follows:  

1. Reading is one of the main problems of students and one of the most 

important skills in learning English. Moreover, most of the questions in the 

national exams are reading, so students should have more ability in reading.  

2. Textbook is a main media must had by teacher. Using textbook, teacher be 

able know steps of material that have though.  

 
C. The Problems of Research 

The problems of the study are stated in the following question: 

1. How is reading skill presented in textbooks? 
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2. Whether the Junior High School English textbook entitled “Let’s Talk” 

is compatible with English syllabus or not? 

 
 
D. The aims of the Research 

The purposes of the study are stated as follow: 

1. The description on how reading section is presented in textbook. 

2. To know whether the Junior High School English textbook entitled 

“Let’s Talk” are compatible with English syllabus or not? 

 

E. The Limitation of Problem 

In order to reach the expected goals, it is better to limit the scope of the 

problems. There are many skills in textbooks “Let’s Talk”, but the research 

only wants to discuss reading presentation of the English textbooks “Let’s 

Talk” published by Pakar Raya. From this book, this research focused on the 

appropriateness between reading presentation and English syllabus.  

 
F. Research Contribution 

The contributions of this research as follows: 

1. For helping English teachers to select good English textbook. 

2. For giving knowledge to the readers about the qualified textbook. 
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