
CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is list of words with the meaning and which is known by the 

speakers and which are used to communicate among those speakers. According to 

Hartman in Nugraha (1983: 6), vocabulary is the stock of word s which are at the 

disposal of a speaker or writer. We also can said that vocabulary is the total number of 

words that build a language. Vocabulary is a glost or a set of words for particular 

language or a list or set of words that individual speaker of  a language might use 

(Nunan, 1974: 6). Some people said that vocabulary is the entire words of a language 

which is used by the people that use the language itself to express their thought. 

Vocabulary also become one of the language component that is very important 

to be master by the laerners. Napa (1991:6) states that vocabulary has an important 

role in making up a language. It is one of the basic element and that is way no 

language exists without words. Vocabualary has become the first element that should 

be master before a student learn others element such as pronunciation, grammar, and 

spelling. River in Nunan (1983:125) argue that the acquisition of an adequate 

vocabulary is essential for successful language learning, because without an extensive 

vocabulary we will be unable to use the structure and functions we may have learned 

for comprehensible comunication. 

Related to that idea, vocabulary is very important in teching and learning a 

language. As the first steps in learning a language, vocabulary mastery should be done 

before a student learn others elements and skills. Without mastering the vocabulary a 

student will not be able to learn the upper level of language component. 
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B. The Words Classification of Vocabulary 

One of the important thing that we have to pay attention in learning 

vocabulary is the class of words. It  is necessary to understand the class of words, 

because it will be easier to master vocabulary  itself. 

Based on Hatch and Brown (1995:218), the parts of speeches are: 

1. Nouns 

a. Proper nouns, like Betsy, Ohio differ from common nouns, like woman, 

state and choir. 

b. Abstract nouns, like hope, attention and love differ from concrete 

nouns, (chair, table and bag). 

c. Count nouns, like books, birds, and pianos differ from mass nouns, 

(applesauce, gravy and rice)  

d. Group nouns, like bank, government club, and choir differ fro   m other 

nouns that refer to people because they refer to the group as a unit 

(“The choir performs every Sunday” versus “ The singers perform 

every Sunday”) 

2. Verbs 

Verbs can be placed into four classes, they are as follows; 

a. Activities, such as; run, walk, write, and seek. 

b. Accomplishments, such as; paint a picture, run a mile and write a 

letter. 

c. Achievements, such as; recognize, understand, hear and see 

d. States, such as; know, love, and desire. 

3. Adjectives 

a. Positive quality, such as; good, beautiful, diligent, and kind 
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b. Negative quality, such as; bad, wicked, and lazy 

4. Adverbs  

  Adverb typically assign attributes to verbs, to clauses or to entire 

sentences rather than to nouns. For example: here, there, now, quickly and 

extremely. 

As the conclusion,there are four classifications of word classes, they are; 

nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs which are important to be understood in learning 

vocabulary. The choice of the words given will be adjusted with the level of the 

students; especially the words choices will be appropriate for junior high school 

students.  

 

 

C. The Aspect of Vocabulary 

According to Lado (1972 : 1) there are several ways that the learner can learn 

English vocabulary such as : 

a. Meaning 

The most important aspect of vocabulary teaching for students is to foster 

students’ independence so that they will be able to deal with new lexis and expand 

their vocabulary beyond the end of the lesson. 

Therefore, guide discovery, contextual guesswork and using dictionaries 

should be the main ways to deal with discovering meaning. 

Guided discovery involve asking questions or offering example that guided 

students to guess meaning correctly. In this way students get involved in a process of 

semantic processing that help students learning. 
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Contextual guesswork means making use of the context in which the words 

appears to derive an idea of its meaning, or in some cases, guess from the word itself. 

Knowledge of word formation, e.g. prefixes and suffixes, can also help guide students 

to discover meaning. Teacher can help students with specific techniques and practice 

in contextual guesswork, for example, the understanding of discourse markers and 

identifying the function of the word in the sentence (e.g, verb, adjective, noun) the 

latter is also very useful when using dictionaries. 

b. Spelling 

Spelling is very important in learning vocabulary because it aids in reading. It 

helps cement the condition that is shared between sounds and letters. Learning high 

frequency sight words also has been shown to help with both of reading and writing. 

This is why students learn sight words during their early years. Spelling and reading 

also have a common factor, proficiency with language. 

Students should be relaxed about spelling, if not, it will inhibit their writing. 

They will be less willing to write out their assignments. In learning English 

vocabulary, students have some spelling problem, for example the letter ( I ) is not 

always pronunciation / I /, so an English teacher should keep student’s pronunciation 

and spell English word correctly. 

c. Pronunciation 

Pronunciation of a word is what we hear when someone says the word. Most 

words have only one pronunciation, but sometimes a word has two or more 

pronunciation is difficult to learn because it is not related to the spelling of words. 

This research will focus only on meaning, beacuse meaning is the first aspect 

that should be learned before the students learn the others aspects. Knowing the 
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meaning of English vocabulary will make the students able to recognize name of 

thing, verb, noun, adjective and adverb.  

D. Teaching Vocabulary 

The process of teaching vocabulary has important role, especially when the 

teacher gives some materials to the students. Nunan (1992:116) has noted that there is 

the influence of language learning theories, or approaches, classroom exercise, and 

activities for teaching vocabulary. 

According to Harmer (1987:85), teaching vocabulary is important in teaching 

structure, and there are many ways to teach vocabualary such as: 

1) Using Realia 

Realia means the use of real object that can be seen by the students. The 

teacher gives such as a real thing in the classroom, so the wordcan be easly 

explained. 

2)  Showing the Picture 

Picture is indispensable maedia for the language teaching, since they can be 

used in so many ways. They can be wall picture, blacboard, drawing, charts, 

flashcard, and tables of statistics. 

3) Mimic, Action, and Gesturs 

Frequently, it is dificult or even possible to explain the meaning of words 

using the reality or picture. In this matter, teacher can chooose mime action oe 

gesture. 

4) Contrast  

Sometimes, visual element (realia, picture, etc) may not be sufficient to 

explain the meaning of word. In this case contrasting the meaning can be used. The 
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word “full” is better understood in the context of “empty”, “big” in the context of 

“small”, etc. 

 

5) Enumeration  

When the teacher find difficulty to expalain word, the teacher can enumerate a 

word. For example, when the teacher want to teach the word “flower”, he can 

enumerate the word “flower” like rose,jasmine, and orchid. So, the word”flower” 

will be clearly understood. 

6) Word Association 

In teaching new vocabulary, a teacher mentions the things connected words. 

For example, the words: table, students, teacher, and withboard, for he word 

“classroom”, and the words: seller, buyer, vegetables, fruits, fish, and meal for the 

word “market”. 

7) Explanation and Definition 

In this technique, teacher gives example or definition of a word. Probably, it 

will be better to give such explanation as the information about when the item can 

be used, or what it used for. 

Illustration: teacher wants to explain the word “bed” 

The teacher explains: it is the thing where we can sleep. 

8) Translation  

When there is no other ways to explain a word teacher sometimes has to 

translate the word into student’s language. Example, when the taecher wants to 

teach the word “nice”, the teacher cannot express it by using gesture, mime, action 

or picture. Therefore, the teacher can directly translate the word “nice” into 

“bagus”. 
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9) Cartoon  

Cartoon is a media, which are easy to understand, in education field, cartoons 

also have power to attract the students’ attention. By the cartoon will interest stay 

longer in the students mind, and it also impresive. 

10) Game 

Game is defined as “an organized activity that usually has the 

following properties: a particular task or objective, a set of rules, competition 

between players, 

and communication between players by spoken or written language” (Richards, 

Platt, & Platt, 1995). Game also help to encourages many learners to  sustain their 

interest and their work. 

From several explanition above, it can be conclude that teaching English 

vocabulary in the beginning level needs a suitable technique. The teacher needs to 

choose the appropriate ones which make the students easy to understand the 

material and enjoy their study. One of the technique which can make students easy 

to understand and enjoy the learning of vocabulary is game. 

Pictionary game is assumed as an appropriate game in teaching vocabulary. 

This game must be appropriate because we can also apply the others technique of 

teaching vocabulary such as Using Realia, Showing Picture, Enumeration, and 

Word Association in this game. 

 

E. Pictionary Game 

Picture is one of common media to teach vocabulary, it used by a lot of people 

from all over the world to help in figuring out the words. Based on Hamalik (1986:57) 
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picture is everything which is formed visually in the form of two dimension as 

outcome on sense or mind. In other hand Harmer (1992:116) stated that showing 

picture is one of the ways to teach vocabulary effectivelly. Dictionary also considered 

as the most common thing that use by people to find out the meaning of words, so the 

combination between picture and dictionary  (pictionary) is helpful for the students to 

absorb the vocabulary, to remember and to figure it out. 

F. Steps of using Pictionary game 

The use of a game in teaching have to be simple, because the use of a 

complicated game will take students’ attention how to run the game not to learn. 

1. The students will work in teams, each member of the team have to guess the 

correct words or pharses from pictures provided by the teacher. 

2. Every member of the team will help each others to guess the correct words, 

so that there will be a sharing knowledge in a team. If there is only one student that 

can guess correctly in a team, the others member will automatically get answer too 

from their team mates. 

3. The students have to write the words or phrases in a paper, this activity will 

increase students’ spelling skill, because they have to write the words or phrases 

correctly. Picture provided based on the class of  word such as noun, verb and 

adjective. It will make it easy for the students to understand class of word. 

4.In the end of the game the teacher count how many correct words or phrases 

from each team. The team who has the most correct answer will be the winner. Using 

this game teacher will able to make the students in each team to have an equal skill. 

So there is no skill gap between the students in each team, every member will work 

together and get the same knowledge.  
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Pictionary game considered to be one of the technique that can be applied to 

teach English vocabulary. When students can achieve as many vocabularies as they 

can get from the picture given by the teacher, it means that have conquered the 

material well. 

G. Basic Assumption 

Based on the explanation above Pictionary game is believed to be an 

appropriate technique in teaching English vocabulary, especially to make the students 

get as many as vocabulary. The use of picture will make the student easy to absorb the 

vocabulary and to keep it on their mind. Sharing knowledge when they played the 

game also make the students have the equal ability. 

H. Hypothesis  

Based on the assumption above it can be concluded that “Pictionary Game is 

effective in teaching English vocabulary skill at the seventh grade of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Purwokerto in the academic year 2013/2014”. 
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