
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

Vocabulary is the entire words of a language which is used by the people that use 

the language itself to express their thought. That is why vocabulary considered as one 

of important aspects in learning English. Without a proportional amount of 

vocabularies anyone will get trouble in expressing their  ideas and understanding other 

meanings. Vocabulary is used in all skills of English. They are speaking, reading, 

listening, and writing. Lack of vocabulary make the English learners unable to master 

the those language skills. 

Students should acquire an adequate number of words  and should know how to 

use them precisely, so that they can express their ideas and understand what people 

say. Eventhough the students realize the importance of vocabulary in learning 

language, most of them learn vocabulary passively. In fact learning English has to be 

done by several steps, and the first step is learning vocabularies. If English is a tree, 

and the fruits are listening, speaking, writing and reading students have to climb the 

vocabulary as the trunk to reach them, or we can say that mastering vocabulary is the 

first thing to do in learning English. 

Learning language involves teacher, language teaching, teaching method and 

materials. Teacher is an important factor in language learning that should be able to 

use various ways of teaching which can arouse students interest in learning English by 

applying appropriate teaching strategies or technique. The vocabulary can be mastered 

through the process of teaching and learning, and the result of learning depends on the 
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process of it, in case the teacher should pay attention about the level of the students, 

materials, media, method, and techniques. 

The use of picture in teaching vocabulary is a common thing, since this media 

considered as one of the most effective ways in teaching vocabulary. Many 

researchers conduct study to prove the effectiveness of picture in teaching vocabulary. 

Harmer (1987:85), stated that there are some effective ways to teach vocabulary, and 

one of that ways is “showing picture”. there are some types of picture that can be used 

in teaching and learning vocabulary but among some types of picture, pictionary is 

assumed as an effective media used inin teaching and learning vocabulary. 

Pictionary is a combination between picture and dictionary. This technique 

involves the students to be able to recognize vocabulary from colorful picture and its 

name at once. In pictiaonary the teacher will provide picture and its name based on 

the class of word: adjective, noun, verb, and adverb. The students will automatically 

recognize the vocabulary from the picture and its name below the picture. 

A research will be held in SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Purwokerto to find out the 

effectiveness of pictionary, wether it is as effective as picture in base form or not. The 

effectiveness of this technique will be proved after the writer collect and analyze the 

data from an experimental study that will be held in seventh grade students on SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Purwokerto.  

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

The topic “Teaching English vocabulary using pictionary game” was chosen 

based on some reasons,they are: 

1. Vocabulary is an important element of language beside the macro-skills,without 

having enough vocabulary we will not be able to communicate with others 

verbally. 
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2. Pictionary (picture dictionary) is an appropriate technique to teach vocabulary. 

C. Problem of the study 

The problem of this study could be stated: “is pictioanary game effective in 

teaching students’ vocabulary skill at the seventh grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 

Purwokerto in the academic year 2013/2014?” 

D. The Aim of the Study 

The aim of this study is to find out the effectiveness of pictionary game to 

teach English vocabulary at the seventh grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Purwokerto 

in the academic year 2013/2014. 

E. Clarification of the Term 

The title of this study is “Teaching English vocabulary using pictionary 

game”. To avoid any possible misundestanding, the term are clarified as follows: 

 

1. Vocabulary 

According to Hartman in Nugraha (1983: 6), vocabulary is the stock of word s 

which are at the disposal of a speaker or writer. We can also said that vocabulary 

is the entire words of a language which is used by the people that use the 

language itself to express their thought. 

2. Pictionary 

Pictionary is a combination of picture and dictionary. Picture is visual 

representation on flat surface, based on Hamalik (1986: 57) picture is everything 

which is formed visually in the form of two dimension as outcome on sense or 

mind.  

Dictionary is a kind of book that consist words and its meaning of a particular 

language. A dictionary may provide meaning of words in the same language or in 
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the different languages. The combination of picture and dictionary (pictionary) is 

the use of picture to help figure out the word that written in dictionary. 

3. Game 

Game is defined as “an organized activity that usually has the  

following properties: a particular task or objective, a set of rules, competition 

between players,  

and communication between players by spoken or written language” (Richards, 

Platt, & Platt, 1995). 

 

F. Contribution of Study 

This study is expected to give contribution to the improvement of english 

teaching and learning process. 

1. For the Students 

Pictionary can motivate and attract students’ attention in learning English, and 

also will help the students to solve their problem in memorizing the vocabulary. 

2. For the Teacher 

It provides alternative way of teaching vocabulary which is more interesting and 

able to encourage students to study vocabulary. 

3. For the Institution 

If the students get better achievment and the teacher teach creativelly, the school 

rating will automaticaly increase. 

 

 

 

 

Teaching English Vocabulary..., Wahyu Megantoro, FKIP UMP, 2014




