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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of Research 

 Speaking is one of important skills because the key to 

communicate in English is by speaking ability. Indonesian has to be able 

to master English as an international language. By mastering speaking 

they can carry out conversation with others, give ideas, change the 

information, and they are able to know what happened in the world as 

Tarigan (2008: 16) states that speaking is an ability to express and deliver 

idea, suggestion thought and feeling in form of sound, and articulation.  

Thus, English speaking is taught in all Junior High School in Indonesia. 

The students should master speaking in daily conversation because 

conversation is foundation to communicate with others. 

 In speaking class, the students should be taught how to speak. The 

aspects of speaking ability should be given and studied by the students 

such pronunciation, grammar, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension 

(Nurgiyantoro, 2001: 284). Therefore, speaking is one of abilities to carry 

out conversation on the language.  

 Teaching speaking in Junior High school is not easy. There are 

some problems faced by the students in learning speaking because they 

had not adequate vocabulary that make them unable to say word during 
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speaking class. Moreover, the students were not confidents to use English 

in speaking class. When the teacher gave some questions, the students 

often speak their Javanese language. Additionally, almost the students lack 

of ideas to be expressed. Sometimes the students felt shy and afraid to 

express their ideas.  

 Based on the pre-observation on SMP N 4 Kroya, students of VIII 

F class faced some problems in learning speaking, because of some 

reasons: (1) most of the students lack of vocabulary, (2) the students lack 

of idea to be expressed, (3) most of the students not confident when they 

want to speak English. The problems were caused because the teacher did 

not use media that can improve students‟ speaking ability.  

 To cover those problems, media is purposed to solve the problems. 

Media is delivering tool that can stimulate students in teaching learning 

process. According to Molenda and Russel (1990) in (Sanjaya, 2012: 57) 

added that media refers to anything that carries information between a 

source and receiver. One kind media that can be used to teach speaking is 

PowerPoint as Amare in (Erdemir, 2011: 177) added that PowerPoint was 

developed to improve learning by providing the means to develop 

presentations that are more structured and interesting to the students. 

Because anything that is in our computer screen can be shown to the whole 

class using a data projector to put up an enlarge version of it on a screen or 

a white wall. 
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 Furthermore, Harmer (2007: 187) says that PowerPoint offers a 

more interesting option where we can mix the text and visuals with 

audio/video tracks so that picture can dissolve or fly onto and off the 

screen, and music, speech and film can be integrated into the presentation. 

The material can be shown to the whole class using a data projector to put 

up an enlarge version of it on a screen or a white wall.  

 According to Tufte (2006: 6) there are positive features of 

PowerPoint, namely: (1) PowerPoint saves time and energy once the 

presentation has been created, is easy to update and can be modified for 

other courses, (2) PowerPoint is portable and can be easily shared with 

students and colleagues, (3) PowerPoint supports multimedia such as 

video, audio, images and animation. It can also give opportunity for the 

students in stimulating their mind to be brave speaking English because 

PowerPoint helps them easier in understanding the material. 

 Based on the previous statement, PowerPoint is selected in this 

research to improve students‟ speaking ability. Thus, the researcher will 

conduct a classroom action research entitled “The Use of PowerPoint as a 

Media to Improve Students‟ Speaking Ability” 

 

 

 

 

 

The Use Of Powerpoint..., Khusnul Triana, FKIP UMP, 2014



4 

B. The Reason choosing the Topic 

In this research, the students‟ speaking ability at class VIII F of SMP 

N 4 Kroya, Cilacap should be improved. The topic is selected for the 

following reasons:  

1. The students‟ speaking ability was still poor. 

2. The teacher did not use modern media to support teaching 

speaking. 

3. PowerPoint is an alternative media that can support the students 

in learning speaking. 

 

C. The Problem of Research 

 The problem of the research is stated by a question “can 

PowerPoint as a media improve students‟ speaking ability of VIII F 

students of SMP N 4 Kroya, Cilacap in the Academic Year 2013/2014?” 

 

D. The Aim of Research 

 The aim of the research is to reveal whether PowerPoint can be 

used to improve students‟ speaking ability using PowerPoint as a media at 

VIII F students of SMPN 4 Kroya, Cilacap in the Academic Year 

2013/2014. 
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E. The Clarification of Term 

The title of this research is “The Use of PowerPoint as Media to Improve 

Students‟ Speaking Ability”. In order to make study clear, the term 

clarified as follows: 

1. Speaking  

 Speaking is an ability to express and deliver idea, 

suggestion thought and feeling in form of sound and articulation 

(Tarigan, 2008: 16).  

2. Media 

 According to AECT in (Sanjaya, 2012: 57) Media is 

everything that could be used to transmit information. 

3. PowerPoint 

 PowerPoint is a graphics program designed with Microsoft 

Windows; Windows NT Workstation is specifically to produce a 

presentation (Wempen, 1999:1).  

 

F. The Contribution of Research 

The contributions which are expected from this research are as follows: 

1. For students 

The researcher hopes that the students found ease to speak English 

in speaking class because PowerPoint can provoke the students‟ 

imagination to share their idea.      
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2. For school teachers 

The researcher hopes that this result of study was useful 

information for the teacher to improve students speaking ability by 

using PowerPoint as an interesting media in order that the students 

are interested in teaching learning process. 

3. For institution 

The researcher hopes that this result of study will be useful for the 

institute as a valid source of information on the policy to decide 

what supporting equipment of teaching aid to be available at stock, 

especially for the teaching learning process of speaking.   

4. For Media Designer 

The researcher hopes that this result of study will be important 

information to consider what type of teaching media to develop, 

especially of the one to be used for teaching learning process of 

speaking. 
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