
CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Grammar 

1. The Nature of Grammar 

Grammar plays an important role in mastering a language, especially English. 

Grammar makes a sentence meaningful. By using grammar, people can differ a sentence to 

another sentence by the sequence of time. Grammar is also able to measure students language 

proficiency such fluency. The more students master grammar, the more fluent they are. 

Grammar is structures of sentences which is used in language. Grammar becomes 

crucial since it is one of English elements which should be taught by students. Grammar is 

the system of rules governing the conventional arrangement and relationship of word in 

sentence (Brown, 2001: 362). 

Without mastering grammar, it is difficult to produce sentences in speaking or 

writing. It happens because students have confusion in placing subject, predicate, object, or 

complements. Further, students are also confused in differing the tense. This situation makes 

sentences which are produced do not have good meaning or give more than one meaning. 

Grammar is a way to reduce the ambiguity although it does not reduce it completely 

(Thornburry, 2004: 40). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Effectiveness Of..., Laras Damaiyanti, FKIP UMP, 2014



2. The Types of Grammar 

As an element of language, grammar has several types. These types of grammar can 

be used in several activities. Different concerns have different types of grammar. Grammar is 

divided into six different types (Crystal, 1997: 88)  : 

a. Descriptive Grammar 

This type of grammar is usually found in linguistics which becomes standard practice 

to examine a ‘corpus’ of spoken or written material. It is also used to describe the 

pattern in detail. 

b. Traditional Grammar 

Traditional grammar which is also known as school grammar is the collection of 

prescriptive rules and concepts about the structure of language that is commonly 

taught in schools. 

c. Pedagogical Grammar 

A book which is especially designed for teaching foreign language. For example, a 

book “Teaching Grammars” is widely used in school. 

d. Prescriptive Grammar 

Prescriptive grammar focuses on construction which is used. It also lays down rules 

that are governing the use of correct language in society. 

e. Reference Grammar 

Refrence grammar is grammatical description which can act as a refrence book for 

those who interested in building grammatical fact. It is like a dictionary that is used as 

refrence lexicon. 
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f. Theoretical Grammar 

Theoretical grammar is used in study of individual language to determine what 

argument which is need in order to do any kind of grammatical analysis. 

The types of grammar show that learning grammar is not a simple thing. Teachers and 

students are expected to be able to know grammar properly according to each concern has 

been explained before. As the result, knowing it makes communication with others will run 

well. 

 

3. The Consideration of Teaching Grammar 

Teaching grammar is not an easy thing since teachers have to notice about several 

factors that can influence students’ understanding. Grammar is important to some degree in 

all the six variables (Brown, 2001: 363) : 

a. Age 

Age of students can be children, adolecents, and adults. Teachers have to pay 

attention to students’ age so that teaching learning process will run well. Children 

tend to be able to learn from mistakes if their attention to a form is given through 

structured input and also indirect error treatment. Whereas, teachers can use very 

simple generalizations and concrete illustration such teachers give examples taken 

from daily conversations. Then, adult students can use their grammatical knowledge 

to improve their communicative abilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Effectiveness Of..., Laras Damaiyanti, FKIP UMP, 2014



b. Proficiency  Level 

Proficiency levels of students are beginning, intermediate, and advanced. For 

beginning level, teachers should not force too much in grammatical focus because it 

will block students’ acquisition of fluency skills. For advanced level, grammar is not 

more important because it may disturb their communicative fluency. 

c. Educational Background 

Educational background of students can be non-literate and educated students. 

The complexity of grammatical term and explanations may be difficult to be 

understood by non-literate students as they do not experience a formal education. In 

contrary, high educated students may be more receptive to grammar focus. They can 

also refine their fluent skill by insisting on error correction. 

d. Language Skills 

Language skills are listening, reading, speaking, and writing. Grammatical 

focus may be more effective to improve writing skill because it has constancy  of 

perfection in grammatical form. 

e. Style (Register) 

Grammatical accuracy is usually not really needed in informal contexts. In 

daily conversation, people tend to be tolerant for minor errors. It is different from 

formal contexts that need greater grammatical accuracy. For example, when students 

consult with their teacher, they need to use their grammatical accuracy. 

f. Need and Goals 

If learners are headed toward professional goals, they may need to stress 

formal accuracy more than learners at the survival level. In either case, message 

clarity is a prime criterion.  
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B. Tense 

1. The Definition of Tense 

Tense is one of grammar components. Tense is the time of a verb’s action or state of 

being.  Tense can differ the time of sentences such as past, present, and future. Tense is the 

method of indicating time. There are six standards tenses, present, past, future, present 

perfect, past perfect, and future perfect (Gucker, 1996: 32). Those tenses are then broken 

down into twelve tenses : 

1) Simple Present Tense 

   Simple present tense is used to talk about fact or something true. It is also used 

to say about activity which is done everyday (Azar, 1993: 11). Simple present tense 

shows something always, usually, or habitually exists; exist now; have existed in the 

past, and maybe it will exist in the future (Azar, 2002: 2). 

The examples of simple present tense : 

 

(+) Plural Subject + V1 / Singular Subject + V1 + s/es 

Example : a. I eat a bowl of meatball every week. 

b. She eats a bowl of meatball every week. 

(-) Plural Subject + do not + V1 / Singular Subject + does not + V1 

Example : a. I do not eat a bowl of meatball every week. 

b. She does not eat a bowl of meatball every week. 

(?) Do + Plural Subject + V1? / Does + Singular Subject + V1? 

Example : a. Do I eat a bowl of meatball every week? 

b. Does she eat a bowl of meatball everyweek? 
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2) Present Continuous Tense 

Present continuous tense tells about an event that is in progress at the present 

time and probably will continue (Azar, 1993: 3). Present continuous tense expresses 

something that began in the past is in progress at present time and probably will 

continue (Azar, 2002: 3). 

The examples of present continuous tense : 

(+) Subject + to be + V1 + ing 

Example : a. They are playing football in the garden. 

b. He is reading a novel now. 

(-)  Subject + to be + not + V1 + ing 

Example : a. They are not playing football in the garden. 

b. He is not reading a novel now. 

(?) To be + Subject + V1 + ing 

Example : a. Are they playing football in the garden? 

b. Is he reading a novel now? 

 

3) Present Perfect Tense 

Present perfect is used to say something happened (or never happened) before 

now, at an unspecified time in the past. It also tells about the repetition of an activity 

before now (Azar, 1993: 29). Present perfect expresses something that happened 

before now (Azar, 2002: 4). 

The examples of present perfect tense : 

(+) Subject + have + V3 / Subject + has + V3 

Example : a. We have lived here for nine years. 

b. Riska has bought the car for two years. 
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(-) Subject + have + not + V3 / Subject + has + not + V3 

Example : a. We have not lived here for nine years. 

b. Riska has not bought the car for nine years. 

(?) Have + Subject + V3? / Has + Subject + V3? 

Example : a. Have you lived here for nine years? 

b. Has she bought the car for nine years? 

 

4) Present Perfect Continuous Tense 

Present perfect continuous tense shows about the duration of an activity that 

began in the past and continues to the present. When there is no specific time, it tells 

about a general activity in progress recently, lately (Azar, 1993: 36). Present perfect 

shows that something happens in progress before now (Azar, 2002: 5). 

 

The examples of present perfect continuous tense : 

(+) Subject + have been + V1 + ing / Subject + has been + Ving 

Example : a. They have been swimming for twenty minutes. 

b. He has been waiting there for three hours. 

(-) Subject + have not been + V1 + ing / Subject + has not been + Ving 

Example : a. They have not been swimming for twenty minutes. 

b. He has not been waiting there for three hours. 

(?) Have + Subject + been + Ving? / Has + Subject + been + Ving 

Example : a. Have they been swimming for twenty minutes? 

b. Has he been waiting there for three hours? 
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5) Simpe Past Tense 

Simple past tense shows that an activity began and ended at a particular time 

in the past (Azar, 1993: 24). Simple past tense expresses something happened in 

particular time in the past, it began and ended in the past (Azar, 2002: 2). 

The examples of simple past tense : 

(+) Subject + Verb 2 

Example : a. I went to supermarket yesterday. 

b. She came here last Friday night. 

(-) Subject + did + not + Verb 1 

Example : a. I did not go to supermarket yesterday. 

b. She did not come here last Friday night. 

(?) Did + Subject + Verb 1? 

Example : a. Did you go to supermarket yesterday? 

b. Did she come here last Friday night? 

 

6) Past Continuous Tense 

Past continuous tense shows that an activity began before and was in progress 

at a particular time in the past (Azar, 1993: 3). Past continuous tense expresses 

something happened began before and was in progress at particular time in the past 

(Azar, 2002: 3). 

The examples of past continuous tense : 

(+) Subject + was/were + Ving 

Example : a. She was watching television all day yesterday. 

b. They were having lunch when she came. 

(-) Subject + was/were + not + Ving 
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Example : a. She was not watching television all day yesterday. 

b. They were not having lunch when she came. 

(?) Was/were + Subject + Ving 

Example : a. Was she watching televison all day yesterday? 

b. Were they having lunch when she came? 

 

7) Past Perfect Tense 

Past perfect tense tells about something that finished before another time in the 

past (Azar, 1993: 4). Past perfect tense shows something finished before another time 

in the past (Azar, 2002: 4). 

The examples of past perfect tense : 

(+) Subject + had + Verb3 

Example : I had done my task. 

(-) Subject + had + not + Verb3 

Example : I had not done my task. 

(?) Had + subject + Verb3? 

Example : Had you done your task? 

 

 

 

8) Past Perfect Continuous Tense 

Past perfect continuous tense expresses about an event was in progress before 

another event in the past. The tense is used to tell the duration of the first event (Azar, 

1993: 5). Past perfect continuous tense give an idea that something was in progress 

before another event in the past (Azar, 2002: 5). 
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The examples of past perfect continuous tense : 

(+) Subject + had been + Ving 

Example : Susanti had been playing badminton when I was five years 

old. 

(-) Subject + had not been + Ving 

Example : Susanti had not been playing badminton when I was five 

years old. 

(?) Had + subject + been + Ving? 

Example : Had Susanti been playing badminton when you were five 

years old? 

 

9) Simple Future Tense 

Simple future tense is used at one particular time in the future. It tells about an 

event that will happen in future (Azar, 1993: 2). Simple future tense give an idea that 

something will happen in future (Azar, 2002: 2). 

The examples of simple future tense : 

(+) Subject + will + V1 

Example : My parent will go to Mecca and Medina tomorrow. 

(-) Subject + will + not + V1 

Example : My parent will not go to Mecca and Medina tomorrow. 

(?) Will + subject + V1? 

Example : Will your parent go to Mecca and Media tomorrow? 
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10)  Future Continuous Tense 

Future continuous tense expresses an activity that will be in progress at a time 

in the future (Azar, 1993: 51). Future continuous tense shows something will begin 

before an event happens and it will be in progress at a particular time in future, 

probably it will continue (Azar, 2002: 3). 

(+) Subject + will + be + Ving 

Example : Boby will be swimming in Kuta beach at six o’clock next 

week. 

(-) Subject + will + not + be + Ving 

Example : Boby will not be swimming in Kuta beach at six o’clock 

next week. 

(?) Will + subject + be + Ving? 

Example : Will Boby be swimming in Kuta beach at six o’clock next 

week? 

 

 

11)  Future Perfect Tense 

Future perfect tense indicates an activity that will be completed before another 

time or event in the future (Azar, 1993: 53). Future perfect tense tells about something  

that will be happened completely before another time in the future (Azar, 

2002: 4). 

The examples of future perfect tense : 

(+) Subject + will + have + Verb3 

Example : They will have known about the secret tomorrow 

morning. 
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(-) Subject + will + not + have + Verb3 

Example : They will not have known about the secret tomorrow 

morning. 

(?) Will + subject + have + Verb 3? 

Example : Will they have known about the secret tomorrow 

morning? 

 

12) Future Perfect Continuous Tense 

Future perfect continuous emphasizes the duration of an activity that will be in 

progress before another time or event in the future (Azar, 1993: 53). Futuee perfect 

continuous tense tells about something is in progress before another event in the 

future (Azar, 2002: 5). 

The examples of future perfect continuous tense : 

(+) Subject + will + have + been + Ving 

Example : My brother will have been studying in Singapore for two 

years by next June. 

(-) Subject + will + not + have + been + Ving 

Example : My brother will not have been studying in Singapore for 

two years by next June. 

(?) Will + subject + have + been + Ving? 

Example : Will your brother have been studying in Singapore for 

two years by next June? 
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2. Past Continuous Tense 

Past continuous tense is a part of past tense. It indicates an actions which was in 

progress at the time and probably continued in the past. Past continuous tense explains about 

an activity that is in progress at a particular time in the past. 

There are some uses of past continuous tense : 

a. Past continuous tense explains about an activity was in progress and possibly 

continued in the past. 

 

Examples : 

1) Last week at this time, my father was working very hard. 

2) They were playing game at seven o’clock at night. 

 

b. Past continuous tense is used to explain two actions which occured at the same time, 

but one action began earlier and was in progress when the other action occured. 

 

Examples : 

1) Eric was climbing the tree when it began to rain. 

2) While Eric was climbing the tree, it began to rain. 

c. Past continuous tense is used in both parts of sentence when two actions are in progress at the 

same time. 

 

 

Examples : 

1) While I was typing a document in my room, my little brother was watching television in 

family room. 

S + was/were + Ving 

S + was/were + Ving when S + V2 

While S + was/were + Ving, S + was/were + Ving 
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2) My friends were singing a song together when I was playing a piano. 

d. In some cases, the simple past and the past continuous tense give almost the same meaning. 

Examples : 

1) The baby cried this morning. 

2) The baby was crying this morning. 

(Betty Schrampfer Azar, 1993: 24) 

 

3. Past Perfect Tense 

Past perfect tense becomes one of several types of past tense. Past perfect tense 

explains about an activity happened before another time in the past. The uses of past perfect 

tense is to say about an activity that was completed before another activity or time in the past. 

There are two patterns of past perfect that are usually used : 

a. Past perfect tense using after 

 

 

Example : 

After the guests had left, I went to bed. 

 

b. Past perfect tense using before 

 

Example : 

Before I went home, my father had gone to his office. 

Past perfect tense uses irregular verbs in its using. Irregular verbs are verbs that have 

three forms such as verb 1, verb 2, and verb 3. Verb 1 is used for simple present form, verb 2 

After S + had + V3, S + V2 

Before S+ V2, S + had + V3 
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is used for simple past tense form, and verb 3 is used for passive and perfect tense form. 

Table bellow is the example of irregular verbs: 

   

 

 

 

C. Media 

1. The Definition of Media 

Media becomes one of important aspects in teaching since it is used as teaching aids 

by teachers. Media is used as a tool to deliver materials or educative informations to students 

in teaching learning process. Media is a communication tool and information source 

(Smaldino dkk in Anitah, 2008: 2). Media can be in form of people or things when they are 

used in delivering or communicating informations. Every person, material, tool, or event 

which can create a condition for facilitating students to accept knowledge, skill, and attitude 

can be called as media (Anitah, 2008: 2). 

Media can be used as a tool for teacher to create students’ motivation in learning. By 

using media, students will have high motivation in learning so that it will be easier for 

students to understand the material. Furthermore, students’ boredom can be reduced by using 

creative media. Media can also help students to understand a material easily because media is 

usually made as simple as possible in purpose to ensure students’ understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

Verb 1 Verb 2 Verb 3 

Go Went Went 

Decide  Decided Decided 
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2. The Function of Media 

Media turns out to be teaching aids used by teachers in delivering materials. Media 

plays as an important tool in teaching learning process because it can enhance students’ 

motivation. Delivering material also becomes easier by using media in teaching learning 

process. 

Sudjana (2002: 2) in Fiqi (2013: 18-19) explained that media has several functions. 

The functions of media are : 

a. In avoiding the verbalism, media can be used to clarify the presentation of message. 

b. Media can also be used to conquer the limitation of space, time in sense of power. In form of 

a film, video, or photography, events which are happened in the past time can be presented. 

c. Media helps passive students in class. By using media, students can have interaction with  

their environment. 

d. Because every student has different characteristic, environment, and experiences in same 

curriculum, teachers have to make same awareness among the students. 

3. The Principles of Using Media 

There are some principles of using media in teaching and learning according to Sanjaya 

(2012: 75-77) : 

a. Media is used to make students understand about material easily. It means that the 

using of media should be appropriate with teachers’ need. 

b. Media that is used by teachers should be given according to learning goal. Media is 

not only used as a fun tool or a tool which is used by teachers to deliver material 

easier, but also media is expected to be able to help students to learn according to 

learning goal that have been achieved. 

c. Media that is used should be proper with learning material because every learning 

material has its own special characteristics and complexity. 
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d. Learning media which is used should be appropiate with students’ interest, need, and 

condition. For example, media audio can be used for students who can listen well. 

e. Teachers should notice the effectiveness and efficiency of a media first before it is 

brought to be used in class. 

f. Media that is used should be appropriate with teachers’ skill in operating it. 

 

4. Comic Strips 

Comic strips are media which can be used in teaching English. Comic strips tell a story 

in form of pictures and text structures or dialogues. These comics utilize panels, having a 

minimum of one and usually a maximum of three or four (Smith, 2006: 3). 

By using comic strips, teacher can increase students’ motivation in learning because it 

becomes interesting media which supports students to understand more about the material. 

After students read comic strips, once they realize that they understood the use of grammar in 

the context, they begin to get exited and motivated for the next step (Fischer, 2012: 3). 

Students usually like to read comic strips because the contents in comic strips are easy to be 

understood. Using combination of text and graphics in harmony give greater clues and 

assistance to students than using only text in learning. 

Teachers can use comic strips as a creative media in teaching grammar. Teachers need to 

search comic strips only which contain of sentences or text needed in teaching grammar. For 

example, teachers teach about past continuous tense so that teachers have to search comic 

strips related to past continuous tense. Then, teachers distribute the comic strips to be 

identified by students. Using comic strips to teach grammar points has had positive result and 

high student engagement because in terms of learning content, students are more likely to 

remember material in which they have made an emotional investment (Fischer, 2012: 4) 
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The other strategy can be used to teach grammar by using comic strips is teachers ask 

students to make dialogue in bubbles which is served in comic strips. This activity can build 

students’ creativity in making sentences or text related to the topic of grammar that has been 

decided before by the teachers. It also creates a fun atmosphere in the class because students 

are like playing a role as a comic strips creator. 

1. The Features of Comic 

Comic strips have sereval features. Smith (2006: 10) states that comic has five features or 

characteristics : 

a. A caption 

A caption refers to a speech book that contains narration; that is, speech not thought 

or spoken by one of the characters. 

b. Panel 

Panel contains of a single image. In modern comics, panels are not always used and 

when it is used, they are not as restrictive as they once were. 

c. Gutter 

Gutter is the space between panels. 

d. Thought bubble 

Thought bubble contains thoughts of indicated character. These words represent 

dialogue internal to that character. 

e. Dialogue ballons 

Dialogue ballons contain of words spoken by the indicated character. 
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2. The Steps of Using Comic Strips 

There are several steps in operating comic strips, they are : 

1) Preparation 

a. Teacher prepares comic strips related to the topic needed. In this case, the topic is 

about past continuous and past perfect tense. 

b. Teacher makes a brief description about learning material. 

c. Teacher decides the purposes of teaching learning process to motivate students. 

2) Activities 

For the exploration of material : 

a. Teacher distributes comic strips which have beed served. 

b. Students identify the text served in comic strips. 

c. Students identify structures of the text. 

d. Teacher and students together check the result of identification. 

For the evaluation : 

a. Teacher distributes comic strips without text. 

b. Students are asked to make text in bubbles with past continuous an past pefect 

tense according to the pictures in comic strips. 

c. Teacher checks the result. 

For the conclusion : 

a. Teacher gives positive and negative feedback of the teaching learning process. 

b. If it is needed, teacher gives a gift for student who has best performance during 

the teaching learning process. 
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3. The Advantages and Disadvantages of Comic Strips 

There are advantages and disadvantages of comic strips for teaching. Fischer (2012: 

3-4) has stated the advantages and disadvantages of comic strips in teaching : 

a. Advantages 

Josie Fischer (2012) has introduced comic strips become an alternate teaching 

strategy who has main goal to help students think about material presented during 

the class. In this case, comic strips direct students to think and understand about the 

content well. Besides, comic strips are also authentic. They are short and they are 

also easy to be read. Then, comic strips are not overwhelming as dialogues. As the 

result, it is easily to be understood by students. Students are not only being 

entertained by comic strips but they are also thinking. 

b. Disadvantages 

In some cases, comic strips had errors pertaining to other grammar concepts, 

what was being considered was the past form in grammar and imperfect together in 

comic strips. 
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In addition, McVicker (2007: 85-87) also states several advantages of using 

comic strips, as follows : 

a. Advantages 

1) Developing visual literacy skills in children with comics. 

Comic strips which are served by text and visual representations give a better 

tool for teachers in helping students to develop their visual literacy skills. 

2) Easy access 

Teachers and students can find hundreds of comic strips in newspaper or 

internet easily. 

3) Students are entertained while they learn. 

By using comic strips, students do not only learn about the content or grammar 

of the text but also they can enjoy the story and the pictures that are served in 

there. 

4) Grammar instruction made palatable. 

Grammar can be engagingly taught and learned through comics because comic 

strips give interesting ways to exemplify and picture a verb. 

5) Comics as a motivating literary text structure. 

The visual representations of text in comic strips provide students with deeper 

comprehension through humor. In fact, humor can increase students’ motivation 

in learning. 
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4. Relevant Research on Comic Strips 

Comic strips as a media has been successfully implemented in some previous 

research. First, comic strips have been proven its effectiveness in teaching vocabulary by 

Endah Darmawanti (2013). After students had been given treatment using comic strips, 

the result of aspects of vocabulary such as meaning, word form, word use, spelling, and 

pronounciation quite good different compared to the pre-test score. From those five 

aspects, the most significant result of vocabulary learning using comic strips was meaning 

and word formation aspect (Darmawanti, 2013: 43). 

Moreover, a study of English grammar used in comic strips have been conducted 

by Tachapun Petanan. The research have proven the fact that comic strips use several 

tenses such as past tense, past continuous tense, present continous tense, present perfect 

tense, and so on (Petanan, 2008: 70). It can be concluded that comic strips serve several 

kinds of tenses that can be used by the teachers to teach grammar. 
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D. Basic Assumption 

Grammar becomes one of some elements of language, especially English. By 

mastering grammar, students will be able to speak fluently. In fact, students still have 

difficulties to learn grammar. They are too lazy to learn grammar, something that is 

complex and confusing. Besides, grammar contains of rules which should be memorized by 

students. Then, the way teachers teach about grammar also adds the level of students’ 

boredom. Teachers usually give explanation to students too much by lecturing without any 

various media. 

Those conditions should be vanished in teaching grammar, especially tenses. Teachers 

should be able to create new inovations how to teach grammar in a fun way. In this case, 

teachers can use some media to teach grammar. 

Comic strips are one of creative media which can be used in teaching grammar, 

especially past continuous and past perfect tense. Comic strips are able to reduce students’ 

boredom in learning grammar that is complex. Comic strips also serve picture and text in 

harmony so that students can understand the content easily. By using comic strips, students 

will understand the context of using past continuous and past perfect tense since there are 

sequenced pictures and strory in comic strips. Comic strips can also create a fun atmosphere 

since comic strips usually serve humor inside. For exercising, students can bulid some 

sentences based on the picture in comic strips and it should use tenses such as past 

continuous and past perfect tense. 

 

E. Hypothesis 

Based on the basic assumption mentioned before, the hypothesis of the research is that 

comic strips are effective for teaching past continuous and past perfect tense. 
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