
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Research 

Grammar is a crucial element of language which should be mastered as it is usually 

used in writing, speaking, listening, and reading. Grammar consists of rules of making 

sentences that becomes basic knowledge in mastering language. Organization and pattern of 

language are explained on grammar, especially at the level of sentence with the aim of 

making meaning (Thornbury, 2004: 40). 

In school, grammar plays a very important role in mastering language, mainly English. 

By mastering grammar, people are able to communicate with others well. Grammar also turns 

out to be the measurement of language proficiency such as fluency and vocabulary 

knowledge (Thornbury, 2004: 40). Afterwards, grammar becomes main concern for students 

in learning language as it becomes part of the assessment. 

Senior high school students are demanded to master grammar. However, in fact, 

learning grammar is not a fun thing since students have to memorize the complicated 

structures or formulas of sentences. This condition makes students not interested in learning 

grammar. The monotonous way in delivering material of grammar also makes students low-

motivated in following the teaching learning process. Teachers usually do not use media in 

teaching grammar. Generally, teachers only use textbooks in teaching grammar without any 

media. As a result, it is difficult for students to understand grammar well. 

Those situations mentioned before are also found at the second graders in one of senior 

high schools in Purbalingga. As indicated by the pre-observation on December 4
th

 2013, 

students did not like to learn grammar. Students of second grade have tended to be not 

concerned to learn it as they have not really needed it yet. They will start to care about 
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learning grammar when they are in third grade before national exam. This condition has 

become worse and worse because teachers actually have not used media in teaching 

grammar, especially tenses. Teachers have always taught students about tenses by using 

textbooks. The textbooks which have been used by the teacher in teaching grammar made 

students bored and low-motivated easily. Furthermore, students also still have had confusion 

about the use of grammar, particularly in differing the use of tenses. For example, students 

have not known about the using of tenses such as past continuous and past perfect tense. 

Teacher spent more than one meeting to explain those tenses. Textbook has become media 

which have been only used as the guide for students without another resources. Then, to 

make students understand more about those tenses, teachers have only given exercises to 

students in form of questions without any activities using a creative media. 

From the facts explained previously, teachers need some various media to build a fun 

atmosphere in teaching grammar. Teachers are also required to be creative in making learning 

media. One of various and creative media which can be used by the teachers in teaching 

grammar, particularly past continuous and past perfect tense is comic strips. 

Comic strips give different experience in learning tenses. Comic strips have become 

one of several interesting ways in teaching tenses since a verb is illustrated and pictured in 

there and visual examples that are served in comic strips help students in comprehending the 

most grammar which are taught (McVicker, 2007: 87). The use of comic strips for teaching 

tenses is not very complex since a teacher only distributes a piece of comic strips printed on a 

piece of paper. Then, a teacher asks students to identify the tenses used in the dialogue of 

comic strips. Students are asked to understand more about the context of the tense by 

observing the pictures. Moreover, for exercise, a teacher serves comic strips without the texts. 

Students make texts or sentences based on the pictures and tenses which have been decided 

before. Those activities can make students high-spirited in learning tenses. 
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Related to the real practice in teaching grammar, a study of the English grammar used 

in comic strips showed that comic strips use various tenses to tell the stories such as past 

continuous and past perfect tense (Petanan, 2008: 75). The students could understand well 

about the tenses after reading comic strips. The study of comic strips was also indicated by 

Fika Megawati and Mirjam Anugerahwati in 2012. Both used comic strips for teaching 

narrative text writing to Indonesian EFL students. The study was indicated that using comic 

strips through Process-Genre Based Approach (PGBA) was effective for teaching writing. 

Comic strips through Process-Genre based Approach that was implemented gave positive 

effect for students  such students were able to make and organize ideas and select more 

appropriate grammar, vocabulary, and punctuation (Megawati and Anugerahwati, 2012: 20). 

There are several advantages of using comic strips in teaching grammar. First, grammar 

instruction in comic strips is made acceptable. Bored generation of students because of 

grammar can be interestingly taught through comic (McVicker, 2007: 87). The new fun 

atmosphere can be increased by comic strips. Second, comic strips help students to 

understand well about the context of tenses because actually learning tenses is difficult in 

deciding which tenses should be used in a particular time. Comic strips consist of pictures 

and text structures that can make it easy for students to understand the context of the tenses. 

Finally, comic strips are visual media which can steal the sudents’ attention in class. The 

combination of text and illustration are powerful aids for students who surpass at visual 

learning or who have short attention durations (Smith, 2006: 6). 

As media, comic strips also have some disadvantages. The weakness of teaching using 

comic strips is students may only focus on the pictures without caring about the text 

structures served in comic strips. Attentive students may only be interested in the pictures and 

story, but not on the grammar (Fischer, 2012: 4). 
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Derived from the explanation before, comic strips are interesting media can be used in 

teaching grammar. Additionally, there are several contributions of the research in term of 

curriculum and pedagogy. In terms of curriculum, it is expected that comic strips can be used 

in lesson plan as an alternative media of teaching English, particularly tenses. Further, in 

terms of pedagogy, comic strips can build a fun atmosphere in teaching learning process 

since in learning grammar students can be low-motivated easily. In this case, comic strips can 

be very effective to create students’ high-motivation in learning tenses. At last, comic strips 

become a recommended media for teachers so that they leave their traditional bored media in 

delivering materials. 

 

B. Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

Grammar is one of important English components that should be covered by the 

students. Teaching grammar especially tenses becomes something difficult since to make 

students understand well about it demand plenty of time. Whereas, based on syllabus, two of 

tenses which should be taught to the students in second grade of senior high school in second 

semester are past continuous and past perfect tense. However, students’ low motivation in 

learning tenses makes the teaching learning process does not run well. Students’ low 

motivation is caused by the monotonous way in teaching such teachers usually teach tenses 

by using lecturing only without creative media. Teachers usually use textbooks only in 

delivering the tenses’ material. Therefore, media is needed for the teachers to give the 

variation in teaching tenses.  By the reasons of the facts, teachers are expected to be able to 

offer a creative media in teaching tenses. Thus, comic strips are expected to be able to make 

students understand about tenses more, particularly past continuous and past perfect tense 

through context presented and illustrated.  
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C. Problems of Research 

The problem of the research is formulated as : 

“Is comic strips effective for teaching past continuous and past perfect tense at the second 

grade students in one of senior high schools in Purbalingga?” 

 

D. Aim of Research 

In accordance with the problem of research which is formulated, the research is used to 

examine the effectiveness of comic strips for teaching past continuous and past perfect tense 

for second grade at one of senior high school in Purbalingga. 
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