
 
 

 
 

CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

A. Writing Skill 

1. The Definition of Writing 

Writing is an important skill for the students. It can be used as a 

way for communicating an idea. Through writing, the students or the 

writers will get more freedom to share their idea, and feeling. In addition, 

the students‟ knowledge will be increase. It means that the students have 

to look for as much as informations before they write a text. This 

information is useful for them to support their idea. Therefore, writing 

should be taught in school.  

Harmer (2004:  3) says that being able to write is a vital skill for a 

speaker of a foreign language as much as for everyone using their own 

first language. Therefore, training the students to write is depends on the 

care and attention of language teacher.  

Troyka in Admin (2010: 1) stated that writing is a way of 

communicating a message to a reader for a purpose. The purposes of 

writing are to express one self, to provide information for one‟s reader, to 

persuade one‟s reader, and to create a literary work. 

According to Hamp and Lyons (1987: 2), writing is clearly a 

complex process, and component writing is frequently accepted as being 

the last language skill to be acquired (for native speakers of the language 

Improving Students’ Writing..., Millatin Azka, FKIP UMP, 2013



 
 

 
 

as well as for foreign/ second language learners). There are three steeps of 

writing; those are pre writing, writing, and rewriting. In pre writing the 

teacher should guide the students to get an idea for their writing. In writing 

steps, the teacher should give a change to the students to produce a good 

writing, while in rewriting, the teacher give feedback to the students 

writing. 

Based on that meaning, it can be concluded that writing is a skill to 

communicate ideas, thoughts, and feelings to other people in written 

symbols to make other people or readers understand the ideas conveyed. 

The ideas, thoughts, and feeling can be inspired from many resources or 

from the writer. 

2. The Activity In Writing 

There are many activities in writing. According to Harmer (2004: 

5), writing process consist of some stages. They are: 

a. Planning 

The first steps that should be done before writing is making a 

plan toward what will be going to write. Besides that, the writers have 

to think three main issues. They are the purpose of their writing, the 

audience they are writing for, and the content structure of the piece. 

b. Drafting 

Drafting is the first version of a piece of writing. This will be 

fixed later after process of editing. 
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c. Editing 

This stage consists of reflecting and revising. The comment 

from other reader (editor) is really useful for the writer. Therefore, the 

writer can get reflection about the writing and then the writer can 

make appropriate revisions. 

d. Final version 

In this stage, the writer has edited the draft, making the changes 

they consider to be necessary, and produce their final version. This 

may look different from both the original plan and the first draft 

because things have changed in the editing process. But, the writer has 

been ready to send their text to the audience. 

 

3. The Importance of Writing 

There are many reasons why writing skill is important to be master 

by the students. Nunan (1991: 7) says that successful writing involves 

mastering the mechanics of letter formation and obeying convention of 

spelling and punctuation. Using the grammatical system to convey one‟s 

intended meaning: organizing the content at the level of the paragraph and 

the complex text to reflect given new information and topic or comment 

structure: polishing and revising one‟s initial effort: selecting an 

appropriate style for one‟s audience. 

In addition, Halliday in Nunan (1991: 84) also states that 

writing has some functions in everyday life. Those are: 
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a. Primarily for action 

The function of written language for action is a written 

language used in public signs (roads and situations), product 

labels and instructions (on foods, tools or toys purchased), 

recipes, maps, television and radio guides, bills, menu, telephone 

directories, ballot papers, computer manuals and printouts, for 

social contact and personal correspondence (letters, postcards, 

greeting cards). 

b. Primarily for information 

For information it could be seen in newspaper, magazines, 

nonfiction books, public notices, advertisements, political 

pamphlets, scholastic, medical, etc. 

c. Primarily for entertainment 

There are some kinds of written language used for 

entertainment, for example light magazine, comic strips, fiction 

books, poetry, and drama, newspaper features, film subtitles, and 

games. 

Based on the explanation above it is fact that mastering writing is 

an important thing for the students. Therefore, the teacher should teach 

their students writing skill. 

4. Writing Various Genre 

Building the writing habit is extremely important for the 

students. This activity helps the students to communicate with other 

easily. Besides that, this activity will train the students to think critically. 
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In addition, it will encourage the students to look for as much as possible 

information, so their knowledge will develop widely. Therefore, the 

teacher shall interects the students to get writing habit. 

In building the writing habit, genre is needed to be given to the 

students. Through genres, the students will learn how the genres are 

constructed, so they will be effective writers. 

According to Gerot and Wignell (1995: 192-217), there are 

many kinds of genre that the students should know when they learn 

English. Those are: 

1. Spoof 

2. Recount 

3. Report 

4. Analytical Exposition 

5. News item 

6. Anecdote 

7. Narrative 

8. Procedure 

9. Description 

10. Hortatory exposition 

11. Explanation 

12. Discussion 

13. Review

In second semester of second grade of Senior High School, there 

are three kinds of genre that should be taught. Those are narrative, 

spoof, and hortatory exposition. In this research, the writer concerned 

on narrative and spoof text. It is because classroom action research 

should follow the material that is taught in that class. 
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B. Cohesive Devices 

1. The Definitions of Cohesive 

Cohesive is an adjective form of cohesion. It is an important thing 

in writing a text because it shows a relation between components of the 

text.  Those relations are include the relations between a word to another 

words, clause to another clauses, and sentence to another sentences. 

Cohesion also makes a students‟ writing become a correct text because 

their text has been a correct texture. 

 According to Gerot and Peter (1995: 170), cohesion refers to the 

resources within language that provide continuity in a text, over and 

above that provided by clause structure and clause complexes. Therefore, 

cohesion relations are non-structural relations which work to help a text 

hang together. 

According to Halliday and Hasan (1994: 8), cohesion is a 

semantic relation between an element in the text and some other element 

that is crucial to the interpretation of it. 

Cohesion (Egguns, 1994: 88) refers to the way we relate or tie 

together bits of our discourse. 

Based on the definitions mentioned previously, it can be 

concluded that cohesion is the way of the sentences or other element in a 

text hangs together. 
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2. The Types of Cohesive Devices 

Cohesive devices use to show a relation in a text. It can be shown 

the relation of a word in a sentence that has been mention in previous 

sentence or the replacement of a word in a new sentence that has been 

used in sentences in the text. In addition, the cohesive relation 

interpreting the sentence by reference to what has been elliptic and 

knowing what has been elliptic on the basis of what is present in the 

preceding context.  

In their study, Halliday and Hasan (1994: 6) present various 

cohesive relation or cohesive devices, namely reference, substitution, 

ellipsis, conjunction and lexical cohesion. 

a. Reference  

Halliday and Hasan in Tangkiengsirisin (2010: 4) defined 

“reference” as “the relation between an element of the text and 

something else by reference to which it is interpreted in the given 

instance.” 

Reference (Eggins, 1994: 95) refers to how the writer or 

speaker introduces participants and then keeps track of them once they 

are in the text. Participants are the people, places, and things that get 

talked about in the text.   

According to Gerot and Peter (1995: 170), reference is a 

system which introduces and tracks the identity of participants 

Improving Students’ Writing..., Millatin Azka, FKIP UMP, 2013



 
 

 
 

through text. The writer must signal the reader about the participant 

whenever it mentions in a text whether it is already known or not. 

Reference can exist in contextual (exophoric) and textual 

(endhoporic). Endhoporic can be separated into two kinds; those are 

anaphoric and chataphoric. Anaphoric is a reference that appears at an 

earlier point in the text while chataphoric is the referent that does not 

appeard yet, but will be provided subsequently. 

Halliday and Hasan say that there are three kinds of references. 

Those are personal references, demonstrative reverences, and 

comparative reverences.  

Personal Reference is reference by means of function in the 

speech situation, through the category of person. 

Example: 

- John has moved to a new house. He had built it last year. 

(He is a personal reference. The word “he” refers to John.) 

- My brother and I went to Kedungreja. We wanted to visit our 

grandmother. 

(We is a personal reference. The word “we” refers to My 

brother and I in previous sentence). 

 

Demonstrative reverence is reference by means of location, on 

a scale of proximity. 

Example: 
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- She found herself in a long, low hall which was lit up by row 

of lamps hanging from the roof. There were doors all round 

the hall, but they were all locked. 

(There is a demontrative reference. The word “there” refers to 

a long, low hall which was lit up by row of lamps hanging 

from the roof.) 

- Last year we went to Cilacap for a holiday. The holiday we 

had there was the best we‟ve ever had. 

(The word “there” refers to Cilacap) 

Comparative reference is indirect reference by means of 

identity or similarity. 

Example: 

- We have received exacly the same report as we submitted two 

month ago.  

(the words “the same” referes to report that have been 

submetted two month ago.) 

 

b. Substitution 

Substitution occurs when one linguistic item is replaced by another 

that contributes new information in a text. This new information is 

different from the information previously provided by the antecedent 

linguistic item. There are three kinds of substitution; nominal substitution, 

verbal, and clausal substitution.  

Halliday and Hasan (1995: 91) say that substitution involves the 

use of the terms “one(s)” or “(the) same” for nominal, “do” for verbal, 
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“so” or “not” for clausal. He also says that substitution differs from 

reference that is substitutions a relation in the wording while reference is 

a relation in the meaning. Besides that, a substitute item has to have the 

same structural function as that for which it is substituting.  

Look at these examples:  

(1)  Pete owns the black sedan. The blue one belongs to Mike.  

            (The word one is the substitute for sedan.)  

(2)  Chen thought the film was fun to watch. His girlfriend didn‟t think so.  

            (The word so is the substitute for the film was fun to watch.)  

 

c. Ellipsis  

According to Halliday and Hasan (1976: 88) in Tangkiengsirisin 

(2010: 4), ellipsis refers to “the omission of an item” that is already 

understood from the antecedent context. An ellipse does not use linguistic 

item to refer to presupposed item  while in substitution requires an explicit 

linguistic form such as do and one to refer to the presupposed item. It 

means that it is not necessary to look back to what was said previously in 

order to interpret the sentence. One interprets the sentence by reference to 

what has been elliptic, and one can only know what has been elliptic on 

the basis of what is present in the preceding context.  

The reader or listener needs to supply the missing words, which 

provide a cohesive relationship with what has been stated before when 

faced an ellipse. Quirk, et al. in Tangkiengsirisin (2010: 5) state that 

ellipsis is an abbreviating device for reducing redundancy. Therefore its 
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major use to avoid repetition in a text. It is always possible to 

„reconstitute‟ the elliptical item so that it becomes fully explicit. It is the  

example of using ellipses in sentence: 

 There are only a few vehicles on the road. More Ø are expected to 

travel along the road after the New Year Holiday.  

(The word vehicles are omitted in the second sentence.) 

d. Lexical Cohesion 

Lexical cohesion is other types of cohesive relation. In lexical 

relation it will recognize about reiteration and collocation. In reiteration 

there is a repetition of a word in sentences by using its synonym, 

repetition, or subordinate of that word. Besides that, there is a collocation 

that belongs to the lexical cohesion. 

According to Tangkiengsirisin (2010: 6), Lexical cohesion 

involves the repetition of a noun phrase, or the use of another noun phrase 

which bears a relation to the antecedent noun phrase. 

According to Halliday and Hasan (1994: 274), lexical cohesion is 

the cohesive effect achieved by the selection of vocabulary. In selecting a 

vocabulary does not always through putting a same word that has been 

stated in previous sentences, but it can also use reiterations of it words. 

 Gerot and Wignell (1994: 177) stated that lexical cohesion refers 

to relationships between and among words in a text.  In this case, the 

content of words and the relationships among them are being concerned 

of this kind of cohesion.  

Improving Students’ Writing..., Millatin Azka, FKIP UMP, 2013



 
 

 
 

Lexical cohesion is primarily related to Field. It means that in 

using lexical cohesion, one should pay attention to the kind of the text 

itself. It is because in every types of text have special vocabulary that 

related with the special activities in that text.  

e. Conjunction 

Conjunction is very useful in our writing. It connects a 

sentence to other and a paragraph to other paragraph. Conjunction 

makes our text flow correctly and easy to be understood, because it 

makes the story systematically arranged.  

Conjunction (Tangkiengsirisin (2010: 7) is the type of cohesion 

that involves the use of ties that perform the main function of 

connecting sentences. Conjunction, or connective, links two ideas in a 

text or discourse together semantically. Conjunction accommodates the 

interpretation of the first idea and the second idea. 

Conjunction (Gerot and Wignell, 1994: 180) is the Symantec 

system whereby speakers relate clauses terms of temporal sequence, 

consequence, comparison, and addition. Temporal sequence connects 

clauses depending on whether the actions take place at the same time 

or one after the other. Consequential relations connect clauses as cause 

and effect. Comparative relations pick out contrasts and similarities 

between clauses. While, additive relation simply adds or substitute 

extra alternative clauses to a text.  
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According to Martin and Rose (2004: 119), there are four basic 

types of conjunction. Those are additional, comparation, time, and 

consequence conjunction. 

  

This research will focus on the use of reference only. It is because 

the most mistakes that found in students‟ writing were in using references. 

Besides that, reference has the biggest role to determine whether a text is 

cohesive or not. 

C. Cooperative Learning 

According to Karun (2002: 3), cooperative learning is about 

technique to learn in group of four or five members. The making of group 

is based on the individual psychology characteristic level which consists of 

intelligence, motivation, concentration, and memorial. 

Cooperative learning model is based on “homo hominy socious 

philosophy”(Lie, 2004: 28), which say that human is social act who need 

work together with other people. 

Cooperative learning can be grouped according to the form 

(Kusno, 1998: 68), as follows: 

a. The students work together in group to master the 

material. 

b. The group consists of the students with high achievement, 

average achievement, and low achievement. 

c. The group can be in different genre. 
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d. Grading on the value system based on or oriented to the 

group not individual. 

According to Slavin (1980), cooperative learning is a successful 

teaching strategy in which small teams which consist of the students of 

different level ability. The use of this learning activities is to improve the 

students understanding of a subject. Each member of team is responsible 

not only for learning what is taught but also for helping teammates learn, 

students work through the assignment until group member successfully 

understand and complete it.  

1. Student Teams Achievement Divisions 

Student Teams Achievement Divisions (STAD) is one of the 

cooperative learning types. This technique is the simplest technique, so 

many teacher apply it in class to teach the material. According to Slavin 

(2009: 143), there are five steps in implementing STAD technique. Those 

are: 

a. Teaching 

In this step, the teacher should deliver the material to their 

students. The students should pay attention to the teacher‟ 

presentation. It is because this activity will help them when they do 

quiz. Teacher can present the material directly or by using audio 

visual media.  

b. Team 

Teacher divides the students into heterogeneous group that 

consist of four or five. The main function of this Team is to make sure 
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that all students can understand the material well so they can do quiz 

well. 

Learning in team is very important for the students because the 

students can learn how to respect and communicate to other students. 

c. Quiz 

After a teacher gives presentation and the students learn in 

group, the next step is doing quiz. The students do quiz about the 

material that they have been gotten before individually. The students 

do not allow to chat and cheat with one another. Besides that, quiz is 

given to the students to measure their understanding toward the 

material. 

d. Individual Progression Score 

The aim of giving progressive score to the students is to make 

them aware toward the maximum result of their study. It means that 

they can achieve a better result as long as they study hard.  

In this quiz each students take a responsibility to submit point 

as much as possible, so they should explore their ability and their 

comprehension about the material. The point that has been earned will 

be compare with the previous point when they do the same quiz. 

Therefore, the students know the improvement that happened. 

e. Team Recognition 

At the final steps, the students will be given a reward. The 

reward will be given to the Team who succeeds to collect the highest 

point.  
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2. Teaching Writing in Using References by Using Student Teams 

Achievement Divisions (STAD) 

Nowadays, the students do not only produce a text by using correct 

grammar and vocabulary but also produce a text with high quality that 

proper to be read. Their text should have a good mechanic, content, 

language, vocabulary, and organization. According to Slavin (2009: 143), 

there are some steps of STAD technique in teaching process especially in 

writing activities. Those are: 

a. Class Presentation  

In this step, the teacher presents the material includes how to use 

conjunction in text by using conventional presentation or modern 

presentation. The modern presentation is by media. 

b. Team 

In this step, the teacher divides the students into a heterogeneous 

group consist of four or five. In this group the students will share their 

idea in written from then elaborate it by using conjunction as one of 

cohesive devices, so the students can write a good and correct text. 

c. Quiz  

After the students get more opportunity to practice in group, the 

students will follow an individual quiz. The students should make a 

text by using an appropriate conjunction. 
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d. Individual Score Progression.  

The teacher and the students evaluate the student‟s text then 

give score. This individual score compare with previous or next quiz 

score and the students will get point.  

e. Tim Recognition 

The students earn points for based on the degree to which their 

quiz score exceed their base score: 

Quiz Score    Improvement Points 

 More than 10 points below base score  5 

10 points below to 1 point below base score  10 

Base score to 10 points above base score  20 

More than 10 points above base score  30 

Perfect paper (regardless base score)   30 

The individual score will be summed with the team member score 

then the teacher will give reward to every team. There are three reward 

level given to team achievements based on improvement score. They are: 

Super Team : it is given to team which gets average score 25-30 

Great Team : it is given to team which gets average score 15 -24 

Good Team : it is given to team which gets average score 5 – 14 
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3. The Advantages and Disadvantages of STAD Technique 

The aim of using STAD in teaching writing is one way to give 

motivation to the students to make them more interested in writing. 

Besides that, Sudjarwo (1999:  81-83) in Kidung says that there are many 

advantages that can be taken from the using of STAD as a technique in 

teaching whiting. The advantages are: 

a. achieving the instructional aim for cognitive aspect,  

b. developing students‟ critical thinking, 

c. improving communications between students, 

d. increasing inter personal competence, 

e. increasing students‟ confidence. 

Besides that, the steps in STAD could be set to help the students to 

improve students‟ writing. Such as in team, it could be set to improve 

students writing through giving exercises that required the students to 

elaborate a text by using good references.  

However, STAD also has disadvantages that need more time in 

implementing it. Therefore, to cope this problem, the researcher informed 

the students‟ progession score in the next meeting. 

D. Basic Assumption 

Writing competence in the use of cohesive devices especially 

references is an ability to write a text by using good cohesive devices 

include in using reference. Reference is very important aspect that should 

be exist in a text. It is very useful because it makes that text cohesion. 

Besides that, it also makes the reader fell not board to the text it selves that 
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caused by the repetition of certain words. Moreover, using reference will 

also show a good connection between sentences or paragraphs in that text. 

It is fact that those conditions are regarded as one of the biggest 

problem in writing of Senior High School students. Therefore, it must be 

solved as soon as possible, so that mistakes will not be happened anymore. 

To make teaching writing in the use of cohesive devices especially 

reference more successful, the teachers need an interesting technique.  

Student Teams Achievement Divisions (STAD) is one of 

interesting cooperative learning technique that can stimulate students‟ 

writing competence and cooperation in writing activities. This technique 

has five steps that can be used to improve students writing competence. 

From that steps, there are two main steps that have the main function in 

improving students writing competence. Those steps are team and 

individual quiz.  

In Team, the students get more opportunity to work cooperatively 

in writing a text. They can share their idea toward what will be written. 

Besides that, the students can write that idea then elaborate it by using 

good references. When elaborating their idea into text, the students can 

control their writing together wether their text has been cohesion or not.  

In the same way, in Individual quiz, the students also can practice 

to write a text, but they must write it individually. The aim of  doing 

individual quiz is to measure students‟ ability in making correct text 

deeply.  In this case, the students should write a text independenly and 
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they produce a correct text. It because their writing will be given score by 

the teacher.  

Hopefully, by applying Student Teams Achievement Divisions, the 

students‟ writing competence in the use of cohesive devices especially 

references will be better. 
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