
 
 

 
 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

Writing is an important skill in learning English that should be 

mastered by the students especially for students in Senior High School. By 

writing the students can explore their ideas. Besides that, writing helps the 

students to think critically because when writing the students have to use their 

comprehension towards what will be written.  

Making a good writing is not easy. The students are required to create 

an idea, develop, and organize that idea by using correct grammar, 

vocabulary, and cohesion. In creating an idea, the students have to know the 

actual information as the base in choosing an interesting issue. The 

information is needed because it will influence the content of the text that will 

be written. After the students get an idea about an issue, that idea should be 

written in good organization. In that step correct grammar, spelling, and 

cohesion should be used, so a good and correct text can be created. 

Cohesion is one of the components that should exist in a text.  

According to Egguns (1994: 88), cohesion refers to the way we relate or tie 

together bits of our discourse. In making a text, the clauses, sentences, and 

paragraphs should be connected between each other. Moreover, cohesive 

devices should be used to relate those components. Cohesive devices also 

differentiate between a text and non-text because cohesive devices create a 

texture in a text. It can not be called as a text, if it does not have a texture. 
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There are five cohesive devices that should exist in a text. Those are 

reference, subtitution, elipes, lexical cohesion, and conjuntion.  

Based on the writer‟s experience when she did PPL in July until 

October 2012 in SMA N Ajibarang, most Students faced some difficulties in 

writing a text especially in using cohesive devices. From those mistakes, 

reference was the most mistakes that were made by the students. It is proved 

by the data from collaborator that stated that only 30% students in XI IPS 4 

could achieve the standard score minimum (KKM), 60%  of the students got 

score between 60 and 74, then the others got less then score 60. That 

condition happened because their texts were less of reference.  

Based on the real conditions, one of the ways that can be done to 

solve the problem is by using Student Teams Achievement Divisions 

(STAD). This technique is the simplest technique, so it is very appropriate for 

the teacher who uses cooperative learning for the first time. Although many 

researches towards STAD technique have often been conducted, and it has 

always showed the positive result, STAD in this research has the uniqueness. 

Most of  the previous researches use STAD to solve the students‟ problem in 

speaking and reading, but in this case, it will be used to solve the problem in 

writing especially in the use of references as cohesive devices. The steps in 

STAD will be set to give more opportunity to the students to write, so the 

students can know how to creat a good text by using reference as cohesive 

devices. Besides that, the students will be given a reward so they will be more 

enthusiastic in following the class.  
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Based on previous explanations, “Improving Students’ Writing 

Competence in the Use of Cohesive Devices through Student Teams 

Achievement Divisions (STAD)” (A Classroom Action research on The 

Second Grade Students of SMA N Ajibarang in Academic Year of 

2012/2013) is selected as a topic to be investigated. 

 

B. Reason of Choosing the Topic 

There were some reasons why the writer chose “Improving Students‟ 

Writing Competence in the Use of Cohesive Devices through Student Teams 

Achievement Divisions (STAD)” (A Classroom Action research on The 

second Grade Students of SMA N Ajibarang in Academic Year of 

2012/2013) as a topic to be investigated. The reasons were: 

1. The students‟ writing competence especially their cohesive 

devices in class XI IPS 4 needs to be improved. 

2. Student Teams Achievement Divisions (STAD) is an effective 

way to improve students‟ writing competence in the use of 

cohesive devices. 

 

C. Problem of Research 

From the background above, the problem was formulated by this 

question “can Student Teams Achievement Divisions (STAD) improve the 

students‟ writing competence in the use of reference as cohesive devices?” 

 

 

Improving Students’ Writing..., Millatin Azka, FKIP UMP, 2013



 
 

 
 

D. The Aim of Research 

The aim of this study was to know whether Student Teams 

Achievement Divisions (STAD) can improve the students‟ writing 

competence in the use of cohesive devices. 

 

E. Clarification of the Term 

The title of this research is “Improving Students‟ Writing Competence 

in the Use of Cohesive Devices through Student Teams Achievement 

Divisions (STAD)”. To avoid misunderstanding, it is necessary to clarify the 

terms used: 

1. Improving 

According to Kellermen (1976: 483) in Wahyuni (2012: 4), 

improve is to bring, to make more desirable, and excellent condition. 

This improving is to make some or something better than before.  

2. Students‟ Writing Competence 

Students are a person who is studying at school or university 

(Hornby, 1995: 1187).  

According to Hamp and Lyons (1987: 2), writing is clearly a 

complex process, and component writing is frequently accepted as being 

the last language skill to be acquired (for native speakers of the language 

as well as for foreign/ second language learners). 

Hornby (1995: 2) says that competence is same as ability that is the 

mental or physical capability, power, or skill required to do something. 
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From that definition, the students‟ writing competence is a skill that is 

needed by the students to write something. 

3. Cohesive Devices 

According to Gerot and Peter (1995: 170), cohesion refers to the 

resources within language that provide continuity in a text, over and 

above that provided by clause structure and clause complexes. 

According to Halliday and Hasan (1994: 8), cohesion is a semantic 

relation between an element in the text and some other elements that is 

crucial to the interpretation of it. 

There five kinds of cohesive devices. Those are reference, 

substitution, elliptical, lexical cohesion, and conjunction. Cohesive 

devices are used in the text to make that text cohesion. 

4. Student Teams Achievement Divisions 

Student Teams Achievement Divisions is one of cooperative 

learning techniques. According to Slavin (2009: 143), STAD is the most 

appropiate technique for the teacher who uses cooperative learning for 

the first time. 

There are five steps in applying STAD; those are explaining the 

material, learning in group, doing quiz, giving progressive score, and 

giving reward. 
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F. The Contributions of Study 

1. For the Students  

a. The students will know how to use STAD to improve their 

competence in the use of references in writing a text. 

b. The students will know their mistakes in using references, so they 

will not repeat their mistakes. 

2. For the English Teacher 

a. Teacher will get the experience in teaching writing competence 

especially in the use of references through STAD. 

b. Teacher will know their students‟ ability in using references, so it 

can solves the students‟ problems. 

3. For other Researchers 

a. The next researcher will be more interested in conducting a 

research about STAD technique because STAD technique can be 

used to solve students‟ English problems including problems in 

writing. 

b. The next researcher can use this research as reference to conduct 

further research. 
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