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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

 

A. Sentence 

1. The Definition of Sentence 

The term sentence is derived from “sententia”, which literally 

means “feeling” or “opinion” . In the field of grammar, this mean has been 

specialized to mean “an utterance that expresses a feeling or opinion, but 

more technical definition would be grammatically self contained speech 

consisting of a word, or a syntactically related group of words that 

expresses an assertion, a question, a command, a wish, or an exclamation, 

which in writing usually begins with a capital letter and ends with a 

period, question mark, or exclamation mark (Sauter:2000:33). A  sentence 

is used to express what is in our mind. Sentences are needed to convey 

thought and feeling.   

A sentence has characteristics as follow: 

a. All the words of sentence must have meaning 

b. The words of the sentence must be arranged in the correct order for the 

sentence to have meaning 

c. The words of sentence must be arranged in order for the sentence to 

make sense 

d. The sentence must be completed 

e. The sentence must be grammatically correct 

f. There must be a verb in a sentence 
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g. The sentence must begin with a capital letter and end with a period or 

any other terminal punctuation mark. 

Jackson (2002:98) stated that sentence is a grammatical 

structured composed of one or more clauses and minimally of subject 

and verb, but may also contain object complement and adverbial; 

conventionally written with an initial capital letter and final full stop or 

other terminator. 

A sentence is used to send message from anyone to anyone. The 

more complicated the message or thought, the more complicated the 

sentence. A good speaker will make a good sentence and a good listener 

is able to respond what sentence he listens to. A sentence can describe 

what is anyone like. 

 

2. The Part of Sentence 

The basic parts of a sentence are the subject, the verb/predicate, 

and (often, but not always) the object. There are two main parts of basic 

sentences. They are subject plus predicate and subject plus predicate plus 

object. 

a. Subject  

Subject is usually a noun-a word that names a person, place, or thing. 

For example : The boy likes playing football. 

The boy occurs as a subject.  
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b. Predicate 

The verb (or predicate) usually follows the subject and identifies an 

action or a state of being.  

For example : The children often play in the hill 

The word “play” is a predicate. 

c. An object 

An object receives the action and usually follows the verb. 

For example : The old man was reading a newspaper. 

A newspaper is an object. 

d. Complement 

A complement is a word added to a verb of incomplete predication to 

complete its meaning. 

For example : People voted her a president. 

A president is a complement. 

e. Modifiers 

A word explains time, place or manner. To find out modifier, it is 

often used question words  “when”, “where” and “how”. 

For example : John bought a book in a bookstore. 

“In a bookstore” is a modifier. 

 

3. The Division of Sentence 

Sentences according to www.ucl.ac.ok/internet-grammar/ clauses/ 

decl.html  are devided  into declarative, interrogative, imperative and 

exclamatory sentences. 
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a. Declarative Sentence 

Declarative sentence is a sentence to convey information or to 

make statements. 

For example : 

1. John waters the flowers every day 

2. The boy is singing. 

3. The man went home happily 

4. I will come to your house tomorrow 

b. Interogative Sentence 

Interogative sentence is sentence to ask question. 

For example: 

Does  John  water the flowers every day? 

Is the boy singing? 

Did the man go home happily? 

Will you come to my house tomorrow? 

c. Imperative Sentence 

Imperative sentence is sentence to issue order or direction. 

For example : 

Water the flower. 

Sing,please. 

Go gome. 

Come to my house,will you? 
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d. Exclamatory Sentence 

Is sentence to make exclamatory. 

For example : 

How diligent the is! 

How well the boy is 

How fast the car is! 

How wonderful is the scenery! 

      

B. Imperative Sentence.  

The word “imperative” is derived from the term “emperor”. An 

emperor gives command. Imperative sentence is a sentence which  contains 

commands, requests, prohibitions, and soon addressed by the speaker to the 

addresse in order to do something (Murcia and Freeman, 1999:232). 

Leech and Svartvik (2002:265) distinguish commands into two types : 

1. 2
nd 

person command, example : shut the door! 

2. 1
st
 and 3 rd person command, 1st command begin with let me in the person 

singular or let’s in the plural, let’s go. 

According to Thomson and Martinent (1981:246) command expressed 

by the imperative devided into three kinds: 

1. The second person imperative, this has the same form as the imperative 

without to : wait, see 

2. The first person imperative, form let us (let’s) + imperative without to : 

let’s wait for Bill 
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3. The third Person Imperative. 

Form : let him / her / it / them + infinitive without to : let them go by 

train. 

 According to Swan (1986:34) there are some characteristic of 

imperatives sentences. They are as follows : 

a. The imperatives do not usually have a subject, but it can be used with 

one ( a noun or pronoun) if it is necessary to make it clear who is 

being spoken to. 

Example : Mary, come here. 

     Somebody, answer the phone. 

b. The imperatives can be  made more emphatic by putting do before it. 

Example  : Do sit down. 

      Do forgive me. 

c. Negative imperatives are constructed with do not ( or don’t) 

      Example : Don’t worry! 

    Do not lean out of the window! 

Negative imperatives are somewhat more complicated than their 

affirmatives counterparts. There are three types of negative imperatives 

occur. 

1. Don’t you run! (contracted negative; subject present) 

2. Do not run! ( uncontracted negative; subject absent)  

3. Don’t run! ( contracted negative; subject absent) 

An Error Analysis on The Stidents's..., Sutikno, FKIP UMP 2014



12 

The use of “don’t” before an imperative provides a request or 

suggestion not to do something and “you” is used after “don’t” for 

emphasis. 

Example : Don’t you  make so much noise! 

    Don’t you dare do that again! 

 “Always” and “never” come before imperative 

Example     :  Always remember to smile. 

   Never speak to me like that again. 

   Never be late again. 

 “Let’s” in imperatives 

Example : Let’s go to the movie. 

   Let’s have a party. 

And here is its negative form. 

Example : Let’s no go to the movie 

    Don’t lets get angry. 

An imperatives with “let’s” is a kind of suggestion 

Example : Let’s have coffee. 

 

C. The Use of Imperative Sentence 

Imperative sentence often occurs in daily communication for some purposes.  

The imperative sentence functions as follow : 

a. To give a direct order. 

1. Put your shoes off. 

2. Stand up straight. 
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3. Tell me the details. 

b. To give instructions. 

1. Close your book. 

2. Drink two glasses of water  every evening. 

3. Turn  the computer on and then  wait for a few minutes. 

c. To make an invitation. 

1. Come in and sit down. Make yourself at home. 

2. Please start without me. I'll be there shortly. 

3. Have a piece of this cake. It's delicious. 

d. To make signs and notices. 

1. Pull. 

2. Do not walk here. 

3. Insert the card. 

e. To  friendly informal advice. 

1. Speak to him. Tell him how you feel. 

2. Have a quiet word with her about it. 

3. Don't go. Stay at home and rest up. Get some sleep and recover. 

(http://www.englishgrammarsecrets.com/imperative/menu.php) 

 

 

D. The ErrorAnalysis of Sentence  

Doing error or mistake in learning language is a part of learning itself, 

both in formal and informal situation, whatever the kind of language. The 

higher mistake or error the students do means the lower mastery the students 
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have (Setyawati, 2010 : 16-17). According to Nurgiantoro (1983:13) in 

Ruswita Tobing it is different between error and mistake. Error is a deviation 

caused by  the low studying competence which is sistematic and consistent. 

Mistake is deviation in using language unsistematically and inconsistenly. 

Error is caused by  the absence of understanding language rule. It cannot be 

corrected by the learners themselves.    It can be corrected by either the native 

speaker or people who master language well.  

According Tarigan (1995:57), in Indonesian error is said as “kesalahan” 

while mistake is said as “kekeliruan”. Correcting an error is more difficult 

than correcting the mistake. 

Tarigan (1988) in Hadi stated there are some errors and mistakes in 

learning languange.  

a. Omission 

This happens when there is a part of sentence that is omitted 

For example : 

Patient, please False The sentence is unacceptable 

gramarily because there is not “to 

be”. It should be “ Be patient, 

please”. 

No go, please. False It should be “Donot go,please”. 
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b. Addition 

This is the opposite of the omission. Here the students add “word” that 

should not be. 

For example :   

Don’t in kick the ball False “In” has to be deleted from the 

sentence and becomes “Don’t kick 

the ball”. 

 

 

c. Misformation 

This error or mistake happens when a student adds a morfem to a word so 

the formation of the word becomes wrong. 

For example : 

Don’t drinking the tea False It should be “Don’t drink the tea”. 

 

d. Misordering 

A kind of error or mistake which happens when a student places a morfem 

or word in an inappropriate place. 

For example : 

Book  do not put here false It should be “Do not put book here”. 

 

Error analysis is applied to target language. It is very important to 

solve the problems the learners face during learning process. (Setyawati, 

2010 : 18-19). 

According Setyawati (2010 : 17),  there are some steps to manage error : 
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1. Collecting data 

2. Identifying error 

3. Explaining the error frequency 

4. Classifying error 

5. Correcting the error 
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