
 

 

CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

A. Reading 

1. Definition of Reading 

Reading is a very important skill which will be used to develop our 

knowledge. Learning without reading is less. A student who only 

confides in what is teacher given at class without having an effort to 

read much reference will not join a good learning result. 

Simanjutak (1998: 75) and Harmer (2001: 210) have the same idea 

of what reading is. They define reading as a complex activity which the 

readers shift between source information (what they know and what the 

text says), elaborate meaning and strategies, check their interpretation 

and use the social context to focus their response. 

Overall, it can be said that the most important in reading is 

understand well the content of the text. Reading helps many people to 

enrich their knowledge, information and other good inputs. Reading is 

great way to make good input in our minds and can be the key for our 

success in study, so that in teaching reading the teacher should make 

sure that all of the important components in reading that have been 

planned should be achieved. 

2. The Importance of Reading 

Reading has a very important role in a study and society. It is 

because through reading students can find a lot of information. Reading 
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can also enlarge and develop the students‟ intellectual skill. Reading 

can improve the grammatical rules, because every kind of reading text 

has different tenses.  

For the reason, teaching reading must get serious attention that the 

teacher can accommodate and encourage students to be able to master 

reading skill. 

(Nisa 2012: 7) state that there are some reasons of the importance 

in teaching reading: 

a. Reading makes people smart. 

b. Reading can improve vocabulary and language skills. 

c. Reading increase knowledge. 

d. Reading encourages creatively 

3. The Aim of Reading 

The purpose of reading is looking for and getting information from 

books or texts. In reading, students have to understand the idea, the 

content and the meaning of the texts on the passage. According to 

Anderson in Tarigan (2008:20) state that there are some purposes of 

reading, those are: 
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a. Reading for details or fact 

The students read the text to get detail information of text or to 

know the version that have been done by the writer or solve the 

problem of the writer. 

b. Reading for main ideas 

The students read the text to know or to find out the main idea on 

the text or the main problem on the text. 

c. Reading for sequence or organization 

The students read the text (books) to know” what is happening in 

each part of the passage in every episode and solving the problem of the 

text. 

d. Reading for inference 

The students read the text in order to find out the conclusion from 

action or idea in the text. 

e. Reading to classify 

The students read the text to classify some information or actions 

of the writer in the text or paragraph. 
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f. Reading to evaluate 

The students read the text to find out the characteristics of each 

character then evaluate them, either the character can be imitated or not 

and the student tries to evaluate what the writer has been done. 

g. Reading to compare or contras 

The students read the text to compare the plot or the content of the 

text whether having similarity with readers or even contrast. 

4. The Types of Reading Skill 

Reading has various types. Hamer ( 2001: 210) stated that there are 

two types of reading: 

a. Extensive reading  

Extensive reading means reading many books without a focus on 

classroom that may test comprehension skills. Use Extensive reading 

skills to improve the student‟s general knowledge of the text. There are 

some points in extensive reading: 

1) Materials 

One of the fundamental condition of a successful extensive 

reading program is the students should be reading material that 

they can understand. 
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2) Setting up a library 

A library of suitable books is needed in order to set up an 

extensive reading. 

3) The role of the teacher 

The role of the teacher is very important to encourage their 

extensive reading. 

4) Task 

To prompt the students to keep reading, teacher should 

encourage them to report back on their reading in number of 

ways. Students can ask question or tell their classmates about 

books they have read particularly enjoyable or teacher can 

provides some task. 

b. Intensive Reading 

Intensive reading involves a short reading passage followed by 

textbook activities to develop comprehension and/ or particular reading 

skill. 

5. Kinds of Text 

There are many kind of English is used in junior high school. 

Those are recount, procedure, description and narrative text. Every text 

has their own characteristics, these are characteristic of each text: 
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a. Recount Text 

Anderson (2002: 3) as cited in Yusnita, et al (2011: 3) stated that 

recount text is a text which list and describe past experiences by 

retelling events in the order in which they happened (chronological 

order).  

Generic Structure: 

1) Orientation 

Telling the reader who was involved in the story, what 

happened, where the story took place, and when it happened. 

2) Event 

Telling the sequence of events. These are described in order. 

3) Reorientation 

Summering the event. 

The language features of recount text: 

1) Focusing on specific participants,  

2) Using material processes, circumstances on time and place,  

3) Using past tense. 
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b. Procedure Text 

Siahaan ( 2008 : 81) stated that procedure text is any written 

English text in which the writer describes how something is 

accomplished through a sequence of action or steps. 

In procedure text, there are generic structures: 

There are three generic structures:   

1) Goal  

An introductory statement that give the aim. 

2) Material 

An list of the material that will be needed for completing the 

procedure. 

3) Steps 

A sequence of steps in the order they need to be done. 

The language features of procedure text: 

1) The use of technical language; 

2) Sentence that begin with verbs and are stated as commands; 

3) The use of time words or numbers that tells the order for doing 

the procedure; 
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4) The use of adverbs to tell how the action should be done. 

Therefore, the writer makes conclusion about the language 

features of procedure text are: 

1) The sentence that begin with action verbs, example: put, press, 

take, ect. 

2)  Use imperative sentence are stated as commands. 

3) Always use simple present tense. 

4) Something is completely done through a sequence of steps, 

such as number can show first, second, third, and so on or 

words such as now, next, and after this can be used. 

c. Descriptive Text 

( Siahaan 2008: 90 ) Descriptive is a kind of genre which 

describes a particular place/thing/person. The purpose of a 

descriptive text is to describe a particular person, places, or things. 

Generic Structure of descriptive text: 

1) Identification: identifies the phenomenon to be described. 

2) Description: describes parts, qualities, characteristics. 

The language features of descriptive text are as follows: 

1) Focus on specific participants. 

2) Use of simple present tense. 
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3) Use of adjective. 

d. Narrative Text 

( Siahaan 2008 : 37 ) Narrative text is one of types from reading 

that can entertain us when we read the text which has many 

sequences events, characters, and setting of the story. The purpose 

of a narrative text is to amuse, entertain. 

There are four generic structure of narrative text as follows: 

1) Orientation 

In this paragraph the author tells about who is on story, when it 

is happening, where it is happening and what is going on. 

Introducing the participants and informing the time and the 

place. 

 Where did the story take place? 

 When sis the story take place? 

 How did the story begin? 

 Who? 

 

 

 

14 

 TEACHING READING NARRATIVE …, RIANAH FEBRIANTI, FKIP UMP, 2014 



 

 

2) Complication or problem 

This is the part of the story where the author tells about 

something that will begin a chain of events. These events will 

affect one or more of the characters. The complication is the 

trigger. 

3) Resolution 

In this part of the narrative where the complication is sorted 

out or the problem is solve. 

 How the problem has been solved? 

The language feature of narrative text: 

1) Focus and specific participants, use material processes, 

behavioral processes, and verbal processes.  

2)  Use temporal conjunctions and temporal circumstances.  

3) Use past tense. 

 In this study the writer choose narrative text as the material because 

narrative text is long text and it make the students bored in reading the text, 

so it is suitable with the main purpose of this research, that are find out the 

effectiveness of story-based lesson in teaching a kind of text, that is 

narrative text. 
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B. General Concept of Narrative Text 

1. The Definition of Narrative  Text 

Wardiman (2008:98) states that Narrative is to amuse, entertain 

and to deal with an actual or vicarious experience in different way. 

Narrative deals with problematic events which lead to a crisis or 

turning point of some kind, which in turn finds a resolution. 

Fortune (2003: 1) states that narrative text is a piece of text that 

tells us a story with the purpose to entertain, to tell an imaginary 

story.  

From the definition above, the writer concludes that narrative 

story is a story that tells us about something interesting that has 

purpose to amuse, entertain or the readers. 

2. The Characteristics of Narrative Text 

Every text has their characteristic. It is used to make the 

differentiation from the other text. These are the characters of narrative 

text:  

1) It tells us about a story of event or events. 

2) The events are usually arranged in chronological order. 

3) The text tells the story in the past. 
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4) The purpose of the text is to entertain the reader with the story 

of it. 

3. The Goal of Narrative Text 

Every text has the own goals or purpose. Narrative text is a text 

that tells story, beside that narrative text also has different goal or 

purpose, they are: 

1) To entertain the reader or listener, it means that by reading or 

listening the story, the reader or listener will feel enjoy and 

entertained. 

2) To give information about a story to the reader, it means that 

the reader or the listener will get lot information by reading or 

listening the story. 

4. The Language Features of Narrative Text 

Language feature is one of the important things in narrative 

text, language feature shows the characteristic of the word that is 

used in the text, and there are the language features of narrative 

text: 

1) Use time connector, time connector is time words that connect 

to tell when they occur. 

2) Use verbs to show the action that occur in the story, every verb 

explain the action in the story. 
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3) Use descriptive words to describe the character and setting. 

5. Generic Structure of Narrative Text 

Wardiman (2008:98) states that the generic structures of 

narrative text are: 

a. Orientation or exposition 

In this part, the readers are introduced to the main characters 

and possibly some minor character. Some indication is 

generally given of where the action is located and when it is 

taking place. 

b. Complication or rising action 

This part described or explained the problem in the text, the 

problem usually involves the main character. 

c. Resolution or falling action 

In this part, the climax of the story falling down, the problem 

or the complication finds the resolution in this part. 

6. Types of Narrative 

The teachers just focus in kind of narrative text always use in UN. 

The kind of the text such as: 
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a. Legend 

Yusak (2010: 7) A legend is a narrative of human actions 

that are perceived both by teller and listeners to take place 

within human history. Typically, a legend is a short, traditional 

and historicized narrative performed in a conversational mode. 

Some define legend as folktale.  

The example of legend in narrative text. 

Malin Kundang 

Orientation A long time ago, in a small village near 

the beach in West Sumatra, a woman and her 

son lived. They were Malin Kundang and her 

mother. Her mother was a single parent 

because Malin Kundang's father had passed 

away when he was a baby. Malin Kundang 

had to live hard with his mother. 

Malin Kundang was a healthy, dilligent, 

and strong boy. He usually went to sea to 

catch fish. After getting fish he would bring it 

to his mother, or sold the caught fish in the 

town.  

 

Complication 1 One day, Malin Kundang saw a trader‟s 

19 

 TEACHING READING NARRATIVE …, RIANAH FEBRIANTI, FKIP UMP, 2014 



 

 

ship in trouble.it was being raided by a small 

band of pirates. Malin Kundang went to help 

the ship and fought off the pirates. The trader 

was very grateful to Malin Kundang, and very 

impressed by his strength and bravery. He 

asked Malin Kundang to work with him and 

Malin Kundang agreed.  

Complication 2 Malin Kundang made lots money. He 

bought a huge ship of his own and married a 

beautiful wife. Many years later, Malin 

Kundang‟s ship landed on the small beach 

where he grew up. People on the beach 

recognized him, and the news travelled 

around the village. His mother, who had been 

sad and lonely without him, heard the news 

and ran to the beach to meet her beloved son. 

Malin Kundang, wearing his expensive 

clothes and standing with his beautiful wife, 

didn‟t recognize his mother and refused to 

greet the poor old women. His mother begged 

him to see her there times, but he declined. At 

last Malin Kundang shouted “Enough, old 

man! I have never had a dirty and ugly 

peasant women like you as a mother!” and he 
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ordered his crews to set sail. 

Resolution His mother was angry. She shouted that 

she would turn him into stone unless he 

apologized. Malin Kundang laughed and 

started to sail away into the calm sea. 

Suddenly a thunderstorm descended. Malin 

Kundang‟s ship was tossed to and fro on the 

huge waves, and sank. Malin Kundang was 

thrown from the ship onto a small island and 

turned into stone. 

 

 

 

b. Fable 

Yusak (2010: 7) A fable is a short allegorical narrative 

making a moral point, traditionally by means of animal 

characters who speak and act like human beings.  

The example of fable in narrative text: 

The Smartest Parrot 

 Orientation Once upon time, a man had a 

wonderful parrot. There was no 

other parrot like it. The parrot 

could say every word, except 

one word. The parrot would not 

say the name of the place where 

it was born. The name of the 

place was Catano. 

The man felt excited having 

the smartest parrot but he could 

not understand why the parrot 

would not say Catano. The man 

tried to teach the bird to say 
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Catano however the bird kept 

not saying the word. 
 

 Complication At the first, the man was very 

nice to the bird but then he got 

very angry. “You stupid bird!” 

pointed the man to the parrot. 

“Why can‟t you say the word? 

Say Catano! Or I will kill you” 

the man said angrily. Although 

he tried hard to teach, the parrot 

would not say it. Then the man 

got so angry and shouted to the 

bird over and over; “Say Catano 

or I‟ll kill you”. The bird kept 

not to say the word of Catano. 
 

 Resolution One day, after he had been 

trying so many times to make 

the bird say Catano, the man 

really got very angry. He could 

not bear it. He picked the parrot 

and threw it into the chicken 

house. There were four old 

chickens for next dinner “You 

are as stupid as the chickens. 

Just stay with them” Said the 

man angrily. Then he continued 

to humble; “You know, I will 

cut the chicken for my meal. 

Next it will be your turn, I will 

eat you too, stupid parrot”. After 

that he left the chicken house. 

 Reorientation The next day, the man came 

back to the chicken house. He 

opened the door and was very 

surprised. He could not believe 

what he saw at the chicken 

house. There were three death 

chickens on the floor. At the 

moment, the parrot was standing 

proudly and screaming at the 

last old chicken; “Say Catano or 

I‟ll kill you”. 
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c. Fairy Tale 

Yusak (2010: 7) A fairy tale typically features such 

folkloric characters as fairies, goblins, elves, trolls, dwarves, 

giants or gnomes, and usually magic or enchantments.  

The example of fairy tale in narrative text: 

Orientation Once upon a time there lived a little girl 

named Snow White. She lived with her Aunt 

and Uncle because her parents were dead. 

Complication One day she heard her Uncle and Aunt 

talking about leaving Snow White in the 

castle because they both wanted to go to 

America and they didn‟t have enough money 

to take Snow White. 

Snow White did not want her Uncle and 

Aunt to do this so she decided it would be 

best if she ran away. The next morning she 

ran away from home when her Aunt and 

Uncle were having breakfast. She ran away 

into the woods. 

Resolution Then she saw this little cottage. She 

knocked but no one answered so she went 

inside and fell asleep. 

Meanwhile, the seven dwarfs were coming 

home from work. They went inside. There 

they found Snow White sleeping. Then 

Snow White woke up. She saw the dwarfs. 
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The dwarfs said, “what is your name?” 

Snow White said, “My name is Snow 

White.” 

Doc, one of the dwarfs, said, “If you 

wish, you may live here with us.” Snow 

White said, “Oh could I? Thank you.” Then 

Snow White told the dwarfs the whole story 

and finally Snow White and the 7 dwarfs 

lived happily ever after. 

 

 

C. Picturial story books 

A picturial story book is a book that conveys its massages through 

two media, the art of illustrating and the art of writing ( Huck 

et.al.,1987). According to Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson (2007:23), 

picture books are” profusely illustrated books in which both words and 

illustrations contribute to the story‟s meaning”.  

Picturial books use illustrations and text to tell the story or teach 

to content (Jacobs and Tunnell, 2004:64). In picture books, the students 

construct meanings from both the text and the visual context 

(Parker,1998:56). While Likewise et.al.,(2006) stated that picture books 

are a unique genre in the world of children‟s and teens literature as they 

are categorized based on their format rather than their content.  

D. Type of Picturial Books 

Temple et.al., in Sue Dockett,Diana Whitton and Bob Perry (1998) 

described three types of picturial books, as follows: 
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a. Wordless books (where the reliance is totally on pictures to tell the 

story). Wordless books are books that contain illustrations but no 

text, allowing students to use their imagination to create their own 

stories. These books give students an opportunity to hone their 

writing skills, which helps them build foundations of language, 

basic story structure, and an understanding of the relationship 

between picture and words. Students at all levels are provided with 

learning opportunities, from labeling picture to strengthening their 

understanding of story and plot. 

b. Picturial story books  

Where text and illustration combine to tell the story. 

c. Illustrated books  

Which rely mainly on the text, supported by illustration to tell the 

story. 

 

E. Benefits of Picturial Story Books 

The benefits of pictures story books according to Paul Ahrens 

(2000) are as follows: 

a. Picturial books are a powerful way to help English learners get 

the support they need to comprehend the story. If they do not 

understand the language, they can see the picture. Illustrations in 

the picture books not only purify students‟ minds with fine arts 

but also help students understand the story more easily. 

b. Picturial books help develop story sense. 
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c. Students are exposed to different authors, illustration styles, and 

vocabulary and text structures. 

d. Many picturial books have rhyming or repetitive patterns that 

can be used to support oral language development. 

e. Picturial books contain amazing illustration. Exposing children 

to great artwork engages their brains in a different way and is 

enriching. 

f. Picturial story usually offer a balanced way in which a moral 

value is embedded in a well-written story. 

F. Limitation of Picturial Story Books 

a. Some story books can be expensive. 

b. Some stories encourage too much repetition. 

c. Students can fall into the fantastic or imaginary words only. 

d. Some of them can be complex or difficult to understand depending 

on the students‟ level. 

G. Teaching Narrative Text using Picturial Story Book 

Picturial story book media guides the students through its narrative 

text. The steps that are provided by this media can help students reading 

narrative text easily. 

1. Dividing students in to some group. 

2. The teacher delivers the Story book to other group. 

3. The teacher shows the picture about cover of the text Story book 

4. The teacher asks the students opinion about cover The Story book 

5. The teacher asks the students about the characteristic in the story. 
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6. The teacher shows the text and the teacher give an example how to 

read the story.   

7. The students repeat it after the teacher. 

8. The teacher tells generic structure, setting, characters, 

characterization based on the story. 

9. The teacher tells the moral value of the narrative text. 

10. The teacher tells the language features of the narrative text. 

 

H. Supporting Research Findings  

The research is supported by  Sheu Hsiun – Chinh (2009) who 

conducted a research entitled  EFL chidren’s Views on English Picture Story 

Books, in a group of primary school students in Taiwan. She described that 

the majority of the students considered that reading English Picturial Story 

Books helped their English language learning, motivated their reading and 

stimulated their imaginations. 

I. Basic Assumption 

Teaching English is very important, especially teaching reading, 

because through reading the students can enlarge their knowledge and 

they will get information through reading. There are media that help the 

students develop and reinforce their reading comprehension. One of 

them media that is significant Picturial Story Book. 
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Through Picturial Story Book the students will enjoy studying 

material that they may not be able to read on their own. Second, it 

ensures that all students feel successful by providing support to the 

entire group. Third, it assists students in learning where to look and / or 

focus their attention in teaching process.  

J. Hypothesis 

 Based on explanation mentioned previously, Picturial Story Book can be 

hypothesized as an effective technique in teaching reading narrative text. 
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