
 

 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Research 

Reading is the act of responding appropriately to the printed 

symbol. Simanjuntak ( 1998:75) states that reading is a process of 

putting the reader in contact and communication ideas. English as a tool 

to communicate sees reading as one of the important skill. Through 

reading, the students enlarge their knowledge and they will get a lot of 

information from doing it. In general, the aim of teaching reading is to 

develop the students‟ reading skill, so, they can read English text more 

effectively and efficiently. In order to be able to read effectively and 

efficiently, reader should have a particular purpose in their mind before 

they read the text.  Through reading students are hoped to get 

understanding especially in the written form. They will get ability to see 

the main thought of the writer‟s general idea of a piece of reading. 

Teaching reading is getting the students to understand the 

meaning. It means that teaching reading is difficult especially in getting 

the students‟ understanding or comprehending the text moreover they 

learn to read in a foreign language. Therefore, teaching reading should 

be in an interesting way to make the students interested in 

understanding the content of the text easily. Students‟ interest is an 

important aspect to achieve the teaching learning process successfully.  

Nowadays, teaching learning reading has been focuses on type of 

text. There are four types that must be learned by the students in junior 
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high school.  It is not easy to learn those text types. One of difficult text 

type is narrative text. Reading narrative text is important for students, 

because the students will get moral values by reading narrative text.  

However, most students consider that reading narrative is a boring 

activity. Because the teacher only used textbook for the learning 

process, as we know that textbook contain boring material. They are 

seldom paying attention to the context of reading of the text. They are 

also lazy to answer the questions relate to the text. This case happens 

due to many factors, either from the teacher or from the students or 

even from the text itself. It can be from the teacher when she cannot 

deliver the material well and manage the class in such interesting way. 

As a result, the students get difficulties to understand the context of the 

text. 

The condition in reality, students in junior high school felt bored 

with the reading activity in their school. (Dwi, 2012: 1) .They also have 

poor comprehension in reading, especially in reading narrative text. The 

problems above happen because they do not have enough motivation 

and interest in joining reading lesson.  

To handle this problem, the writer tries to solve problem by 

conducting an experiment using pictorial story book as a media in 

teaching narrative text. The writer believes that pictorial story book will 

attract students‟ interest and they will not feel bored any more. 

Picturial Story Books offer such a variety of genres, rich 

language, and colorful and interesting storylines. They are perfect tools 
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to enhance students‟ education. In picture story books, children 

construct meanings from both the text and visual context (Parkers, 1998 

in Dockett,Sue). The texts in picture books are usually simple and 

entertaining, and the illustrations are also often bright and expressive. 

Based on explanation above, the students have to be given media 

for helping their studying in learning reading narrative text. Picturial 

story book is the suitable book of them.  

The implementation of Picturial Story Book will be covered in a 

research entitled” Teaching Reading Narrative Text through Picturial 

Story Book” 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

There are some reasons for choosing the topic: 

1. The students were not given a chance to explore their ability in 

reading, especially narrative text. 

2. The students could not understand about the context of the text 

easily. 

3. The students commonly get bored in reading narrative text using 

textbooks. Therefore, students need some interesting book. 

4. Picturial Story Book is an effective to make the students more 

understand and interesting about the narrative text. 

C. Problem of the Research  

The problem of this research is “Is picturial story book” effective 

to teach reading narrative text at Junior High School? 
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D. Aim of the Research 

The research is conducted to know the effectiveness of picturial 

story book to teach reading narrative text at junior high school 4 

Mrebet? 

E. The Scope of the Research 

This research only covers narrative text. The types of narrative 

text which was being developed in this research are Legend, Fairytale, 

and Fable. The consideration is based on the teacher‟s policy.  

F. The Contribution of Research 

The result of the research is expected to give an input to the 

students, English teacher, and the writer:  

1. For the students at junior high school:  

  This research can be useful for the students. By describing 

about picturial story book, they will get the benefits of using book. 

Therefore, they well be understand and exciting in following the 

teaching reading narrative text. They will motivate to read and 

imagine the story through picture in that book. 

2. For the English teacher at junior high school : 

This research can give input to English teacher in choosing 

and using picturial story book in teaching reading narrative text for 

their students. 
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G. The Clarification of the Key 

1. Picturial Story Books 

Picturial story books are a book that conveys its massages through 

two media, the art of illustrating and the art of writing (Huck et.al, 

1987). 

2. Reading  

Reading is dynamic case most particularly with the reader‟s 

knowledge of the experimental content of the text (Nunan : 1991 ). 

Reading is a process of putting the reader in contact and 

communication with ideas (Simanjutak, 1998:75). It means that when 

the reader reads the text that is written by the writer, they can 

understand what the writer means. Otherwise, when the writer writes 

the text that will be read by the reader, they want to deliver their ideas 

by writing. From writing, the readers can read the writer‟s writing. 

3. Narrative Text 

Narrative text is a text which has a purpose to entertain the reader 

with a story that deals with complication or problematic event which 

lead to crisis and turn find a resolution ( Sudarwati : 2007 ) 
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