
CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Reading  

1. Definition of Reading Comprehension 

Reading as we know always relate with our life interaction with some 

purpose of us. Reading is usually concerned of us solitary activity in which 

the reader interacts with the text inisolation. Learning are socialize into 

reading enjoyment or information but because the aspiring readers want to 

gain access to a community of readers (Nunan, 1991:72). 

Reading for information deals with reading in order to find out 

something or in order to do something with the information you get. It 

means that the purpose ofreading is to grasp the message in a text by 

comprehending the whole text. According to Tampubolon (1987:6) reading 

comprehension give two knowledge for the readers,such as new information 

and the way to present some ideas in the Text. So, human beings can enrich 

knowledge and increase an intellectual achievement. He also says that 

reading comprehension is cognitive process that includes braining activity 

and memorizing. 

 

2. Reading Comprehension Aspects 
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Reading comprehension aspects is the important thing that we should 

concern when we do reading activity. If we are concerned with the reading 

comprehension aspects the information from the text we will understand. 

Depdikbud in Palupi (2004:20-22) states that the reading comprehension 

aspects are one of the important things that must be learned or understood by 

the readers. There are many reading comprehension aspects in reading, such 

as referring to the passage, making interference, identifying exception. In 

this study the writer just focuses on five reading comprehension aspects. 

Those five reading comprehension aspects are scanning, skimming, using 

context for vocabulary, locating reference and reading for main idea. These 

aspects become the most basic aspects that the students must learn.  

a. Supporting Idea 

b. Using context for vocabulary 

     Making prediction from context is very important when we read 

a foreign language. In English, a context is the combination of 

vocabulary and grammar that surrounds a word. Context can be a 

sentence or a paragraph or a passage. Context help is make a general 

prediction about meaning, if we know the general meaning of the words 

in the sentence.   

c. Locating reference 

 Here, readers will be asked to find the antecedent of a pronoun. An 

antecedent is a word or phrase to which a pronoun refers. Usually, 
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readers will be given a pronoun such as “it”, “they”, “their”, “its”, or 

“them” and they will be asked to locate the reference word or phrase in 

the passage. 

d. Reading for main idea 

By reading for main idea, readers identify the point of view of the 

author that is, what the writer’s intend is. Specially, what does the 

author proposes to write about the topic. 

 

3. The Purpose of Reading 

There are so many purpose that we can mention in reading. Everyone 

has their own aims to read something. Tarigan (1984:9-10) says that there 

are some purpose of reading. 

 Those are: 

a. Reading for detail or facts 

It means that to get detail information or facts. For example we 

want to know some new invention in medical, technology, etc. 

b. Reading for main idea 

In this reading activity the readers try to identify the point of view 

of author that what the thesis is. 

c. Reading for sequence or organization 

We read the text in order to know what happen in each part of 

series, actions, etc. 
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d. Reading for inference  

We read the text in order to find out the conclusion from the actions 

or the idea in the text.  

e. Reading to classify 

It is use to classify some information in the text or paragraph. 

f. Reading to evaluate  

The readers try to evaluate what the writer has done or what he tries 

to explain in his paragraph. 

g. Reading to compare or contrast  

The readers compare the plot of the story or content whether having 

similarity with himself or even contrast. 

 

B. Authentic Material 

1. The Definition of Authentic Materials 

Authentic material is a real material that is not for pedagogic purpose. 

According to Harmer in Agustina (2009: 38), authentic materials (Either 

written or spoken) are those which are designed for native speaker; they are 

real texts designed not for language students, but for the speakers of the 

language in questions. An authentic material is for native speaker or other 

interest. 

Authentic materials can be found easily in surrounding area. For 

examples: in public place and internet. Authentic materials can be formed in 
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text, video or object. Magazine and brochure is the kind of authentic material 

that formed in text. Television is formed in video etc. 

 

2. The Use of Authentic Material in the Classroom 

The authentic reading material gives the learners the proof that the 

language is real and not only studied in the classroom. By reading the 

authentic materials, the students will know the various languages outside the 

classroom. According to Nuttal (as cited in Bernardo: 2006), authentic texts 

can be motivating because they are proof that the language is used for real 

life purpose by real people. There are so many interesting things in the world 

that can be found in the authentic reading material. The students will get so 

much knowledge from authentic reading material and realize that authentic 

material can give motivation to read more and more. The variety of text is 

very good for students to improve their motivation in reading. The students 

will be interested in reading when finding the various texts or with different 

contents. That is what the authentic material has. Authentic material can 

motivate the students in reading. 

There are many themes of authentic materials in environment. The 

teachers have to choose the suitable one for learning process. The teacher 

searches the authentic material and adapts it with the students need based on 

the lesson. According to Wallace (as cited in Bernardo: 2006), as soon as 

texts, whatever their original purpose the materials have, arguably, lost 
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authenticity. The good choice of authentic material will maximally help the 

teacher in learning process. 

 

3. The Advantages and Disadvantages of Authentic Material  

Authentic materials are reading texts that were written by native 

speakers and published in contexts designed specifically for native-speaker 

consumption, with no thought given to non-native accessibility. The 

Authentic materials are written to give many advantages for the reader, 

beside of advantages the authentic materials also have the disadvantages for 

the reader. According to Berardo (2006), authentic material has some 

advantages in the classroom.  

The main advantages of using authentic materials in the classroom are: 

a. Having a positive effect on student motivation. 

The languages of authentic materials that communicative will 

motivate students to read with enthusiasm.  

b. Giving authentic cultural information. 

The materials of authentic materials are taken from the authentic 

culture that is appropriate with the students. 

c. Exposing students to real language. 

An authentic material is written by native speaker using daily 

language, so students easy to understand. 
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d. Supporting a more creative approach to teaching. 

With the variety of authentic materials the teacher can use it as the 

materials for teaching in many ways. 

The disadvantages of authentic materials are: 

a. The vocabulary is not graded 

However easy authentic materials the teacher have managed to find 

that every word in it is one of those “most used words in English” that 

are marked in student’s dictionaries. The teacher must carefully to 

choose the authentic materials that are used common words for their 

students. 

b. The grammar is not graded 

The grading of grammar in a text is usually more difficult to find 

and easier to forget about than the grading of vocabulary. 

 

4. Sources of Teaching Reading using Authentic Material 

There are some sources of authentic materials, they are; internet, 

newspaper, magazines, advertisement, letters, street sign, food product 

labels, maps, comic books, school notice, lyric to song, grocery coupons, 

pins, catalogs, tourist information brochures, Announcement, etc.  

The types of authentic materials that areuse in this research are: 

a. Advertisement 

Advertisement is a text that has the objective to announce a 

something that appeals to many people and that adds a well known 
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product in all public. The purpose of the advertisement is to 

announce/advert about a case or a public, or in other words to introduce 

a product to the public in order to buy and attracted to the product being 

advertised. 

Example of advertisement: 

 

b. Brochure 

Brochure is a promotional tool made of paper in which there is 

some information’s and offers about products or services. Brochure is 

usually installed in the mass media or print or electronic media or in 

public services. 

Example of brochure: 
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c. Song 

As a media in teaching learning process, song has many benefits for 

students especially as authentic material. Song can teach culture and 

history, from the lyric of song students can learn about moral value that 

related about their daily life. 

Example of song: 

I have a dream by Westlife 

 

I have a dream, a song to sing 

To help me cope with anything 

If you see the wonder of a fairy tale 

You can take the future even if you fail 

*Chorus: 
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I believe in angels 

Something good in everything I see 

I believe in angels 

When I know the time is right for me 

I'll cross the stream, I have a dream 

I have a dream, a fantasy 

To help me through reality 

And my destination makes it worth the while 

Pushing through the darkness still another mile 

*Back to chorus 
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