
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of The Research 

In the English teaching and learning process, there are four skills which 

are identified as paramount importance; listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Regarding to its importance of English, the government ofIndonesia puts English 

as a compulsory subject for junior high school and seniorhigh school. In senior 

high school, the students who graduate from school areexpected to communicate 

in English both in oral and written form. 

The ability to communicate in written English is closely related to the 

reading skill, as one of the four skills of English teaching and learning process. In 

learning reading, the reading comprehension ability is important for students to 

master because it supports the other language skills. The ability to read opens up 

new knowledge and opportunities. It enables studentsto gain information. In 

order to have good reading comprehension ability there are some school use 

authentic materials. The use of authentic reading materials chosen based on the 

consideration that they enable students learn how is used in the real 

world(McKay, 2000:7).  

When comprehend the authentic materials actually students have a 

problem, here the researcher wants to know the students problem that they have. 
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The aspect to measure the problems that students have are: scanning, skimming, 

using context for vocabulary, locating reference and reading for main idea. 

SMK Karya Mandiri Nusawungu, is one of example school that use 

authentic material. In this research,the researcher wants to explore more about 

the student’s level ability in comprehending authentic materials and student’s 

problems in reading authentic material at the second year students of SMK Karya 

Mandiri Nusawungu in academic Year 20015/2016. 

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

The reasons of choosing the topic is the ability of students to read is 

important. Using authentic material, students can improve their reading 

comprehension because it’s related to their real life.  

 

C. The Research Problem  

1. What is the student’s level ability in comprehending authentic materials? 

2. What problems student have in comprehending authentic materials? 

 

D.  The Aim of The Research 

The aims of the research are: 

1. To find out thestudent’s level ability ofreading comprehendingauthentic 

materials of the students at SMK KaryaMandiriNusawungu. 

2. To find out the problems student have in comprehending authentic materials. 
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E. The Clarification of Term 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation, the researcher needs to clarify 

the term used as follows: 

1. Descriptive Study 

To get description about something that we will know, we use 

descriptive study. Hornby (1989:18) notes that descriptive is describing how 

language is actually used without giving rules for how it tought to be used. In 

the Groiler International Dictionary (1981:912) a word study means: “the act 

process of studying, the pursuit of knowledge, as by reading observation or 

research”.So, the descriptive study here means to give some description about 

the student’s reading comprehension. 

2. Reading Comprehension 

In this research, reading comprehension ability referred to the students’ 

ability in comprehending the reading materials. It was shown by the students’ 

test score in comprehending words, sentences, paragraphs, and texts. 

According to Grellet (1988:31) reading comprehension means understanding 

information from written materials as efficiently as possible. In this research, 

the researcher defines reading comprehension as an ability to comprehend the 

message and the information from printed or written material. 

3. Authentic Text 
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The term authentic materials have been defined in different ways 

throughout the literature. Nunan (1989, as cited in Adams, 1995) states that 

authentic materials are not always produced for the purpose of language 

teaching. Little et al. (1988, as cited in Guariento & Morley, 2001) declare 

that authentic materials are used for some social purposes in the language 

context where they are produced. Bacon and Finnemann(1990) also state that 

authentic materials are those texts which are made by native speakers for 

non-pedagogical purposes. This paper will assume Bacon and Finnemann’s 

definition because their definition specifies the producers of the text as native 

speakers, whereas the others do not. 

 

F. The Contribution of The  Research 

This research is hopefully can give some contributions as follows: 

1. The Teacher 

After the research the teacher knowing the students’problem, the 

teacher can anticipate problem that may arise when they teach reading using 

authentic materials and predict the student difficulties and help solve their 

problem in right way. 

2.  The Students 

The students will know their problem in reading authentic materials, so 

they will be more careful in reading authentic materials. 
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