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CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

A. Writing  

1. The Definition of Writing 

Writing was used as tool of communicating ideas that use written or 

printed symbol, as found in book, newspaper, magazine, and letter. Brown 

(2001:335), states that writing is the written products of thinking, drafting, 

and revising that require specialized skills on how to generate ideas, how to 

organize the coherently, how to use discourse markers and rhetorical 

conventions coherently into a written text, how to revise text for clearer 

meaning and how to edit text for appropriate grammar and how to produce a 

final products. 

In short, writing was an act of putting letters, symbol, or words on 

paper, which used to express and explain ideas and limited by the genres. 

Specifically, writing was the written product of thinking, drafting, revising of 

letter, symbol or words to organize them coherently. 

 

2. The Importance of Writing 

According to Harmer (2004:31-33), there are some the importance of 

writing, those are as follows:  

a. Writing is often not time bound in the way conversation. 
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In writing activities, the students have more time to think than they do in 

speaking activities. Students can express what they know in their mind, 

and even they can use dictionaries, grammar books, or other reference 

material to help them. 

b. Writing encourages students to focus on accurate language use. 

It is good way for the students to develop their language when they write 

down what they think or express their ideas with the accurate language. 

c. Writing is often used as a means of reinforcing language that has been 

taught. 

In teaching writing, the teacher often asked the students to write sentence 

or paragraph using recently learnt grammar. The students should make a 

note about what they have learnt while learning process happens. It makes 

the students able to understand about the language that has been taught. 

d. Writing is frequently useful as preparation for some other activities. 

e. Writing can be used in the integral part of larger activity where the focus 

is on something else such as language practice, acting out, or speaking. 

When the students write a short dialogue, the students can also practice 

and act out their dialogue in oral activities.  

f. Writing is also used in questions and answer activities. 

In teaching writing, the teacher often gives questions to the students. The 

students prepare first to find the answer in front of class. In the 
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examination also the students are asked their answer in the form of 

written. 

In brief, writing skill was very important to be learnt. Writing help all 

explore their ideas, feelings and thoughts in a written form. Beside that 

writing help improve other skills in learning language. 

 

3. The Aspect of Writing 

The students‟ writing score will be evaluated by scoring system. There 

are some aspects of scoring are organization, content, grammar, vocabulary, 

and mechanic (Nurgiantoro, 2010:441), as follows: 

a. Content  

 The content refers to the topic and its explanation, discussion, 

evaluation, and conclusion. It should be clear, specific, and relevant. The 

good content has to fulfill the criteria such as information, substantive 

make a clear thesis development and relevant with the problem.  

b. Organization  

 Organization means how the students or writers organize their writing. 

The student should make a good writing from beginning till the end. 

c. Grammar  

 The good language is depending on the grammar. It means that a good 

writing is a group of sentences with the correct grammar in every 
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sentence. It does not need long sentence in writing, but what we need is an 

effective sentence with correct grammar. 

 

d. Vocabulary 

 Appropriateness in choosing and using vocabulary in each sentence is 

an important thing in writing. It will give clear meaning for the readers if 

the vocabulary which is used and chosen is appropriate.  

e. Mechanic  

 Mechanic means how the students write. Teacher has to consider the 

way the students write related to some rules of writing. Whether or not it 

is correct in punctuation and the words are spelled correctly, for instance: 

the use of capital letter beginning of the name of city, month, person such 

as Bandung, November, Achmad. 

 All of the aspects above for instance content, organization, grammar, 

vocabulary and mechanic will be used to evaluate the writing result of the 

students. 

 

4. The Process of Writing  

Writing process consists of some stages Harmer (2004:4-6). They are 

planning, drafting, editing and final draft. The description of each terms are as 

follows: 

a. Planning  
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 Experienced writers plan what they are going to write. Before starting 

to write or type, they try to decide what they are going to say. For some 

writers this way involve making details notes. When planning, writers 

have to think about three main issues: 

1) The purpose of their writing skill since this will influence (amongst 

other things) not only the type of the text they wish to produce, but 

also the language they use, and the information they choose 

2) The audience they are writing for, since this will influence not only the 

shape of the writing (how it is laid out, how the paragraph are 

structured, etc.), but also the choice of language. 

3) The content structure of the piece that how best sequence the fact, 

ideas, or arguments which they have decided to include.  

b. Drafting  

 It can refer to the first version of a piece of writing as a draft. This first 

„go‟ at a text is often done on the assumption that it will be amended later. 

As the writing process proceeds into an editing, a number of drafts may be 

produced on the way to the final version.  

c. Editing  

 After the writer produce a draft, then they usually read what the result 

of the draft in order to see where it works and where it does not. Perhaps 

The Effectiveness of Diary..., Erni Sofiatun Munawaroh,  FKIP UMP, 2016



 

 

10 

the order of the information is not clear. Perhaps, the way something is 

written is ambiguous or confusing.  

 Reflecting and revising are often helped by other readers (or editor) 

who moment and make suggestion. Another reader‟s reaction to a piece of 

writing will help the author to make appropriate revision. 

 

d. Final Draft  

 Once the writers have edited their draft, making the changes they 

consider to be necessary, they produce their final revision. This may look 

considerably different from both the original plan and the first draft, 

because things have changed in editing process. But the writer is now 

ready to send the written text to its intended audience.  

 Based on description above, it can be concluded that in producing of 

writing there some steps such as: planning, drafting, editing and final 

draft.  

 

5. Types of Writing Text  

Based on the syllabus that was used in junior high school, especially in 

the second grade students, there were some kinds of text that is taught. 

According to Rudi Hartono (2005:6-7) students generally were expected to be 

able to write text based on genres of writing. 
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There were some genres of writing ability, as follows: 

a. Descriptive text 

Descriptive text is a text to describe a particular person, place, or thing. 

b. Recount text 

Recount text is a text to retell events for the purpose of informing or 

entertaining. 

c. News item text 

News item text is a text to inform readers, listeners or viewers about 

events of the day which are considered newsworthy or important. 

d. Procedure text 

Procedure text is a text to describe how something is accomplished 

(completed) through sequence of process, action, step or describe how to 

do something. 

e. Narrative text 

Narrative text is a text to amuse, entertain the readers. It consists of a story 

such as legend, fable, or myth. 

 

B. Recount Text 

1. The Definition of Recount Text 

Recount text is a type of text that has the main function or 

communicative purpose to tell the readers or listeners or viewers about past 
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event or past experience (Purwanti, 2013:59) adapted from  (Widiyanti, 

2014:13) 

2. Generic Structure and Language Feature of Recount Text 

a. Generic Structure 

According to Mukarto et.al (2007: 62) the generic structure of recount are:  

1) Title (optional) 

 It is usually summarize the text and informs specific participants. It is 

possible not to give title in our recount text.  

2) Part 1 : setting or orientation  

 It provides the background information. It answers the question. Who? 

When? Why? What experience? 

3) Part 2 : list of events  

 It present event what people do? It tells the event chronologically. It 

uses conjunction or connective like: first, second, then, next, finally, 

etc. they show the sequence of events. 

4) Part 3 : reorientations 

It shows concluding comments. It expresses the writer‟s personal 

opinion regarding the events described.  

There are some language features in recount as follows:  

a. Introducing personal participant: (I, My group, etc.) 

b. Using chronological connection: (then, first, etc.)  

c. Using linking verb  : (was, are, saw, heard, etc.) 
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d. Using action verb  : (look, go, change, etc.) 

e. Using simple past  : (went, saw, etc.) 

 

3. The Kinds of Recount Text 

Recounts were used to relate experiences or retell events for the 

purpose of informing, entertaining, or reflecting. Recounts could be 

personal, factual or imaginative.  

According to Derewianka in depdiknas (2004:34) listed out three 

major types of recount text: 

a. Personal Recount 

Personal recount describe an event where the writer or the author is 

doing the action by himself. It includes the story, funny, event which 

is written on the diary.  

The characteristic of personal recount is that the use the first person 

pronoun, personal response to the events can be included (usually at 

the end of the recount). 

b. Factual Recount  

Factual recount describes the facts of events, such research report, the 

magazine, and so forth. 

c. Imaginative Recount  

Imaginative recount describes the nonfactual story or fiction, for 

example, the text for teaching language. The imaginative recount 
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usually written in the first person and do not need to include personal 

reaction. 

 

C. Diary  

1. The Definition of Diary  

Diary means a book, something with spaces for each day of the year, 

in which one writes about one‟s daily experiences, records one‟s private 

thoughts. And also a book with spaces for each day of the year, in which one 

can write down appointments, things to be done in the future, etc (Hornby, 

2000: 119).  

Diary writing was considered to be a very personal form of writing. It 

can be enhance by imagining situation. Though there were no set or 

regulations for diary writing, there some features of diary writing followed to 

make it organized, creative, comprehensive and interesting.  

 

2. The Advantages of Diary Writing 

There were some advantages of diary writing (Sadeq, 2015: 55-56) as 

follow: 

a. Diary writing has the virtue of making writing an everyday activity, and 

hence, it avoids the pressure one might feel when they are compelled to 

write. As we write more often, writing becomes more natural and we 

might overcome the anxiety that accompanies formal writing. 
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b. Diary writing gives learners the opportunity to practice free writing about 

what they want and whenever they want to. 

c. The writer might explore experience which they might be reluctant to 

discuss with others, assuming that it is insignificant. 

d. Writing a personal record can stimulate the memory when one decides to 

do other types of writing. Sometimes a writer might think that there is 

nothing to write about. Diary writing can often help writers to brainstorm 

and retrieve ideas which generate topics for further elaborate writing tasks.  

 

3. The Implementation of Diary writing in Teaching Recount Text 

 In this research the writer used diary writing as the technique for 

teaching writing recount text. Knowing the way how to use it was needed by 

the writer when doing the research in implementing that technique in the 

class. According to Kurnianingsih (2009: 19), in the teaching and learning 

activities, using diary writing technique in teaching recount text put in the 

modeling of the stage step. Teacher give model of diary writing then explain 

about it. For the exercise the teacher ask students to write their past 

experiences in the diary form. They should keep in their mind to make writing 

as the part of their life. They should practice about how to write an English 

text starting from their daily life because what they write is actually an 

example of recount text. Besides, they should consider some criterion to make 

a good writing recount text. 
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 Based on the explanation before, the writer developing the steps to 

make it clear and more understandable, here are some steps:  

a. Planning  

1) In the first meeting the teacher shows the example of recount text. 

2) The second the students are asked to identify the text.  

3) Then the students are asked to guess the material will be learnt by 

them.  

4) The teacher explains the material about recount text (generic structure 

and language features)  

5) And then the teacher distributes a small diary for the students. 

6) The students are asked to find out the differences both of the text. 

(recount text and diary) 

7) The teacher gives explanation about the outline of diary writing.  

8) Then the teacher tells about the use of diary writing. 

9) In the end the students are asked to write their activities during some 

days in their diary. 

b. Drafting  

1) The students are asked to change their sentences into simple past form. 

2) The students are asked to make some outline by arranging their 

sentences that they have write in their diary. 

3) The students are asked to try making recount text based on their 

sentences in their diary. 
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c. Editing  

1) The teacher shows the pattern of simple past tense again to remember 

about the language features of recount text for the students. 

2) The students are asked to check their sentences. 

d. Final Draft 

1) The students are asked to re-write their recount text correctly in the 

students‟ worksheet. 

 

4. Example of Diary  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

In short writing was a process, so it needs a lots practice so that the 

students could write well. Teacher also should use an appropriate technique to 

teach writing especially writing recount text and one of them was by using 

diary writing as the technique. Diary was a book that consists of a list of 

activities. The use of diary writing as a technique was very effective for 

teaching writing, because the students can write all of in their mind into 

Thursday, April 4
th

 2013 

Dear diary, the school bell rang. Its 3
th

 time lesson. The lesson 

was Electro. Then, at 4
th

 time lesson, I was going to the 

classroom for playing Angry Bird in my phone. An hour later, 

I went to the laboratory. Just a minute, I was called by my 

teacher, then my teacher asked me, why I didn‟t come to 

Electro class at 4
th

 time lesson. And my teacher gave me a 

warning. I was scared and promise not to do it again. 

(M. Luqman Romadlon.2013) 
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written form freely. By using diary the students were asked to write whatever 

their activities in the past, so it involved the students to practice more in 

writing. In the end when the students are asked to make recount text, of course 

they can write easily without any difficulties. 

 

D. Basic assumption  

In writing something, students could not make it directly in a good 

composition. The students need a lot of practices to apply the writing ability and 

made it into good composition. They must make it as habit so they could make a 

good writing easier. 

In the other hand, English teachers need a way to teach how to write more 

easily for the students. Teaching recount text using diary writing as the technique 

will bring a good effect to the students in writing recount paragraph. The use of 

diary writing as the technique can gave cheerfulness and comfortable in writing 

learning. Knowing that recount text told about past experiences, the diary could 

help the students to develop their ability in writing recount text. They could write 

text easily and made entries freely especially in writing recount text because they 

could found their ideas in writing without any difficulties. Therefore, it was 

assumed that diary writing as the technique was effective for teaching recount 

text.  

 

 

The Effectiveness of Diary..., Erni Sofiatun Munawaroh,  FKIP UMP, 2016



 

 

19 

E. Hypothesis  

Based on the explanation above, the writer formulated hypothesis bellow:  

Diary writing as the technique was effective for teaching recount text at 

the eighth grade students of SMP N 2 Purbalingga in academic year 2015/2016. 
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