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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. The Background of the Research  

Writing is one of language skills which important for students in learning 

English. It becomes very important because it is one of communication tools. 

Through writing, students are able to express their feelings and ideas while they 

cannot do those are through speaking. However, they have to make sure their 

ideas clear and understandable because they utter their messages in readable form. 

Therefore, learning to write is very useful for everyone. Tiwari (2005:120) states 

that writing is a complex process that allows the writer to explore thought and 

ideas and make them visible and concrete. 

In education practice, writing cannot be separated from students, 

especially when it was taught at senior and junior high school students. The 

students start to learn how to express the meaning of short functional written text 

in daily life context. They were expected to write several kinds of text that are 

taught such as descriptive, narrative, recount, procedure, and report text. Based on 

the syllabus there is one of the texts that are taught in the second grade of junior 

high school that is recount text. Recount text is the form of text that aims at 

telling events for the purpose of informing or entertaining. It is also defined as a 

text tells the readers about past event or experience of past time. Generic 

structures of recount text are title, orientation, list of event, and reorientation.  
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In writing a text, students usually had difficulties in putting their thought 

into words and words into paper. The factors made writing difficult were from the 

teacher and the students themselves. Most of teachers gave the concept directly to 

the students. This method was a teacher-centered method. In this method the 

teacher transfers the knowledge directly it makes the students receive the structure 

of knowledge passively. Transmission on teaching can cause the lack of variety in 

activities and classroom atmosphere (Harmer, 2007:109). In addition, the 

students‟ problems are on the vocabulary and idea. The lack of vocabulary and 

the difficulties in sharing idea make the students are not interested to write. As the 

result, the students feel that writing is a difficult activity especially in English.  

The writer used diary as media to express their idea in written form. 

Students freely express ideas, experiences, feeling and anything happens in their 

life. Diary is like a friend for the students, a book in which they can share 

anything without pressure. While they cannot tell their experiences to their family 

or friends directly they can do it in a book. According to Rubin (2003) diary is set 

of notes about what someone is thinking, doing, feeling at a particular moment. 

Therefore, a regular practice was needed to improve the students‟ writing 

ability. A way to develop fluency in writing was having a regular practice every 

day. Because of that reason, the teacher needs to use appropriate technique that 

can help the students easy for writing. Many techniques applied by teacher in 
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teaching recount text. Diary writing was one of the alternative techniques for 

teaching recount text. Based on the description above the writer was interested to 

conduct a research study which is entitled “The Effectiveness of Diary writing as 

the Technique for Teaching Recount Text”.  

 

B. The Reason for choosing  the Topic 

There were some reasons why the writer chose the topic as the title of the 

research.  

1. Writing is an important component in English language because it plays an 

important role in human communication.  

2. The alternative technique for teaching recount text for student is diary writing. 

 

C. The Problem of Research 

Based on the background of the research, the problem of research was 

stated as follows: “Is diary writing as the technique effective for teaching recount 

text?” 

 

D. The Aim of Research 

The aim of research was to find out the effectiveness of diary writing as 

the technique for teaching recount text. 
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E. The Contribution of Research 

The writer hopes that this research would give good contribution such as: 

1. For the Teacher  

The writer expected that the English teacher can use diary writing technique 

as one of the alternatives in teaching writing especially recount text.   

2. For the Writer 

This study will be one of her experiences in developing writing English skill.  
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