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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Background of Research 

Reading is one of the important skills in learning English. Students can 

achieve more information and knowledge in English if they read well. This 

idea is supported by the fact that students read daily, both in School and in 

home. They find many texts in academic books and authentic materials taken 

from news, games,etc. Therefore, English reading ability will give a great 

number of advantages to students’ lives. 

There are some methods and approaches which are used in the English 

teaching and learning process. These various methods and approaches are used 

by the teacher to improve his teaching strategies and increase the students’ 

competencies. Teachers of SMP N 1 Karanglewas use both KTSP and 

curriculum 2013. However KTSP does not select the best one or more 

methods and approaches which should be applied by teacher in the teaching 

and learning activities, instead it demands the teacher to improve various 

methods and techniques in order to develop the students’ competencies. 

Muhaimin states that, “in developing the teaching learning activity, KTSP 

requires the teacher to create hit teaching method into learner based 

curriculum in which the students are encouraged to find out the meaning. The 

teacher can use the Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL), Problem Based 

Learning (PBL), PAKEM (Pembelajaran Aktif, Kreatif, Efektif, dan 

Menarik/Menyenangkan), pendidikan kecakapan hidup (Life Skill) to expose 
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the students to reach the inquiry”. Thus, it means that no matter the methods 

and techniques are used by the teacher, it should direct the students to learn 

something meaningfully and contextually. 

According to Ur (1996:150), it is said that students usually have 

trouble understanding texts outside of the classroom because classroom 

reading materials do not reflect the language of the real world. Ur states, “We 

want our learners to be able to cope with the same kinds of reading that are 

encountered by native speakers of the target language”. Similarly, Brantmeier 

(2008) asserts that authentic reading materials should remain a critical 

component of language programs. Moreover, Hadley (2001:97) concludes that 

the, “use of real or simulated travel documents, hotel registration forms, 

biographical data sheets, train and plane schedules, authentic restaurant 

menus, labels, signs, newspapers, and magazines will acquaint students more 

directly with real language than will any set of contrived classroom materials 

used alone”. 

Based on a pre interview, Students of SMP N 1 Karanglewas still face 

difficulties in learning English. Instead using text book alone, some of the 

students have preferable authentic material to help them learn English and for 

the sake of obtaining information.Their attitude toward authentic reading 

material also unique that need a research to describe them. 

Attitude refers to our feelings and shapes our behaviors towards an 

object. As Kim and Merriam statement in Mohamed (2012: 369), define an 

attitude as the general feeling (ranging from positive to negative) or evaluation 
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(good/bad) a person towards himself, other people, objects or events. 

Language attitude becomes an important concept because it plays a key role in 

language learning. This research will discuss about the students’ attitude 

toward authentic reading material.  

Teachers of SMP N 1 Karanglewas use authentic reading material in 

reading class at Eight grade and Ninth grade in that they use KTSP that 

focused on students as the center of teaching learning process.  

Knowing the reasons above, it is important to make a research to find 

out the students’attitude to authentic English reading material in SMP N 1 

Karanglewas. 

B. The Reasons of Choosing the Topic 

There are some reasons of choosing the topic. The reasons are as follows: 

1. Attitude is one of major factors for succes in learning language. 

2. Authentic English reading materials are found in area of work and 

daily life. 

3. Authentic English reading materials can be the alternative learning 

media to make the students easier in acquiring English as Foreign 

Language. 

C. The Problem of Research 

1. How is the students’ attitude towards authentic English reading 

materials?   

2. What kind of authentic English reading materials favored by the 

students? 
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D. The Aim of Research 

This research will give description of the student’s attitude toward 

authenthic English reading materials, the reasons authentic English 

reading materials are favored by students, and kind of authentic reading 

favored by them. 

E. The Clarification of Terms 

To understand the topic more easily, essential terms of this research are 

classified as follows: 

1. Students’ Attitude 

An attitude is the psychological response to a person, an object, to 

a situation, to society and to life itself that generally influence our 

behaviors and actions. Attitude is  formed directly as a result of 

experience. Brown in Inal (2004: 40); “ attitude is a product of all life 

experiences”. It means that attitude  may appear due to direct personal 

experience. 

2. Authentic English Reading Materials 

Nunan (1989) defines authentic materials as any materials which 

have not been specifically produced for the purpose of language 

learning process. So, Authentic English Reading Material can be 

described as any English written material that can be found 

everywhere but in the language learning context. 
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F. The Contribution of Research 

This research is expected to give contribution to: 

1. Teacher: 

After knowing the students’ attitude to authenting English reading 

materials. Teachers are expected to improve their  teaching. Improve their 

knowledge towards the development of information and technology. This 

research is also expected to be teachers’ reflection. 

2. Teacher candidates: 

Teacher candidates can have better preparation before entering 

teaching world by developing sense of pupils’ reading interest. 
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