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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Literature Description 

In literature description, the researcher explains and describe about 

perception and interest in English teaching as profession. 

1. Perception 

a) Definition of Perception 

Talking about „perception‟, one‟s mind will automatically be 

led to certain nature of human being that is psychology feature. 

According to the sciences, there are some definitions of perception. 

According to Jalaludin (1999:51) says that perception is the 

experience of the object, incident or the relation which comes from 

the conclusion of information and interprets the meaning. 

According to Sudarno in Rochayati (2010) says that 

perception is a process which starts from the sense of organ. That is a 

process related to acceptance of message or information by human 

brain. Further it is said that during the process, a person continually 

interacts with his/ her environment. In the interaction he /she uses 

five senses those are vision, hearing, taste, smell, and touch. He/ she 

sees, hears, tastes, smells, touches thing around him/ her. Then his/ 

her brain registered the stimuli and sends them to nervous system. 

By some experts, this process is called sensation. The next processes 
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are thinking, analyzing, and reasoning in order to achieve the 

meaning of the object. In line with this process, it can describe that 

perception is the process by which a person brain arrives at 

meaningful of stimuli. 

Mahmud in Rochayati (2010) defines perception as direct 

stimuli from receiving information, or the process of person to know 

the phenomenon from their five senses. Thus, he states that we 

receive everything around us by our five senses, the process is called 

sensing, but our perception toward this world is not only the result 

from our process of sensing, but there is an interpretation toward the 

receiving stimuli. These stimuli that make us think about our 

environment. 

Matlin in Wibowo (2012:8) perception defines more broadly, 

namely as a process that involves insights earlier in obtaining and 

interpreting the combination of external factors (visual stimuli) and 

ourselves (insight earlier). If English education gives wrong 

perception about teaching English, so it can makes people who 

mastering English do not have interest in to be English teacher. 

Related with this research, perception is important because it 

influence someone to choose and decide his/ her future. 
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b) Aspects of Perception 

Actually, the attitude is reflected an interaction of the process 

to achieve system goals. The components of such attitudes by Allport 

(in Mar "at, 1991) there are three, namely: 

1. Cognitive aspect 

That component is composed on the basis of knowledge or 

information of a person about the object. From experience belief 

will built about attitude object.  

2. Affective aspect 

Affective aspect is dealing with happiness and unhappiness 

toward the object. It is related with society culture.  

3. Conative aspect 

That is someone's preparation to act related with the object. 

c) Factors of Perception 

In more systematic way, Walgito (2001:53) divides factors 

that affect perception into two. They are as follows: 

1. Internal factors 

Internal factor is factor which comes from an individually, 

especially depends on psychological factor such as: thoughts, 

feeling, willingness, need, sex, attention and motivation. Every 

human being has different characteristic and temperament, he/she 

are also shaped by individuals‟ family and individuals‟ 

environment. 
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2. External factors 

External factor is factor that comes from outside of 

individual, external factors are also affected someone‟s 

perception, and stimulus is an internal factor in monitoring 

process. The process of stimulus will through the sense of organ 

or receptor such as: sight, hearing, smell, touch and taste. It can 

be concluded that the individual‟s sense organ is as a connector 

between individual and the object in the world. 

From the theory above, it can be concluded, that perception is 

a process of receiving and interpreting information accepted by five 

senses until the meaning is found. The process at the beginning of 

receiving and interpreting information from an object as called 

sensation, in which a person‟s brain selects the stimuli that come 

from the object. Having processed it, the brain interprets the 

information into a certain meaning. This process is called 

interpretation. During the process, many factors such as feeling, 

needs motivation, education background and experiences are 

involved. Then the process is followed by a certain reaction to the 

object. 
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2) Interest 

a) Definition of Interest 

Someone shows interest or concern for his attitude towards a 

particular object. According to W.S. Winkel in Wibowo (2012) 

interests is subject settled tendency to feel attracted to the field of 

study or subject-specific and were delighted to learn the material. 

Interest is very big influence on academic achievement, because with 

interest someone would do something that interested him. 

Interest is also concerned with psychological feature of 

human being. According to Walgito (1997:77) the word interest is 

something that concern with attention. He says that interest is a 

situation in which a person pays attention to an object and activity 

involves him/her self in that object. By the word actively involve he 

means that the person wants to know, to learn further and to prove 

the object. If a person is interested in a profession, for example 

he/she will try to know and to learn anything related to the 

profession. Besides that, he/she tries to prove what he/she known and 

learnt about the profession.  

More detailed definitions proposed by A. Samana in 

Purwaningsih (2012) that interest as a tendency to pay attention to a 

particular object and is willing to devote his/her awareness, energy, 

time, and its facilities to explore the object and consciously avoid the 

pull of objects of observation else can interfere. So it can be said that 
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if someone has an interest in an object, a person will devote and 

sacrifice all awareness, energy, time and facilities it has to learn, 

observe and explore such an object. In addition, for the sake of 

studying objects that interested him, someone will attempt to avoid 

being conscious of objects that can interfere other observation he 

observed.  

An interest can be expressed through a statement showing 

that someone is more like a case than other things. Someone who has 

an interest in an object, then that person is likely to give great 

attention to the object. This is in accordance with the opinion of the 

Sujanto Agus in Purwaningsih (2012) that interest is a focusing 

unintentional born with a full accord and that depends on the talent 

and the environment. 

From the opinions above, it can be concluded that the interest 

is a tendency to feel interested, excited, and select something, either 

it is an activity, objects, people and circumstances that interest the 

person compelled to learn it. 

Interest as one of the affective aspects of behavior has the 

characteristics. The characteristics of some of the opinions expressed 

by, among others: 

The interest in something needs to be studied and will affect 

next learning and affect the acceptance of new interests. So interest 

against something is the result of learning and supporting further 
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learning. Although interest in something not is essential to be able 

studying them, the common assumption states that interest will help 

someone learn. A person is said to be interested if he/she feels 

interested in a particular object of all her soul, and he will receive the 

object as useful or beneficial to him/her. 

b) Aspect of Interest 

According to Hurlock (2010: 117), there are three aspects of 

interest cognitive, affective and psychomotor. Below are the 

descriptions: 

1) Cognitive Aspect 

Interests based on personal experiences and things that 

ever learned either at home, school and community as well as 

various types of mass media. 

2) Affective Aspect 

Affective aspect is the concept of constructive aspects 

cognitive. Interest expressed in attitudes towards activities that 

develop based on personal experience from important people like 

parents, teachers, and friends toward activities related to the 

interest and of the attitude expressed or implied in various forms 

of mass media on the activities. 

3) Psychomotor Aspect 

In psychomotor aspect, interest goes well without need 

more thought and in correct order. 
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From the descriptions above, it can be concluded that interest is a 

situation in which person, with pleasure, pays attention to an object 

and actively involves him/her in any activities related to the object. 

From the conclusion, the researcher proposes them as indicator to 

measure the students‟ interest in English teaching as a profession. 

Those are attention to an object, individual is involved in any activities 

related to the objects and like or dislike. 

c) Factor of Interest 

Crow and Crow indicate the factors that influence interest is as 

follows (Abror, 1993: 158): 

1) Internal factors 

a) The Inner factor 

This factor is a factor that rises from inside of heart in 

individual to fulfill the physically. This factor cultivates a 

person's interest if any encouragement from in itself is not the 

encouragement of others. 

b) Emotional factor 

In this factor, stated that an activity which carried out by 

individuals that can be achieved successfully will cause a 

pleasant feeling and it can increase the interest in something. 

Otherwise, if the individuals meet failure it can lead to feelings 

of disappointment, not satisfied and ultimately it may reduce or 

eliminate interest. These emotional factors will affect the 
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interest if something he did or did succeed, then from his 

success will encourage someone to pursue the field. 

2) External factors 

Interests someone could grow because of the interaction, if 

the social environment has a chance desire and an interest in a 

case, then this factor will strengthen their interest. Based on the 

opinions of the above there are many factors which affect the 

size of a person's interest in something objects, other than that 

perception is also one of the factors that derived from the onset 

that affects a person's interest who have an interest in an object, 

will begin first with their perception of matters relating with the 

object and if someone already has perceptions on matters 

relating to an object, then the person will tend to give attention 

to the object. 

 

3. English Teaching as Profession 

“Profession” is a job that needs certain educational background 

Hornby and Ruse in Rochayati (2010). Therefore, being a professional in 

certain field, a person has to take education relevant to that field. In line 

with Wallace in Rochayati (2010) an occupation is stated as „a 

profession‟ if it has at least the following qualities: 

“a basis of scientific knowledge; a certain period of study which is 

normally assessed; a sense of public service; high standards of 

professional conduct; and the ability to perform some specified 
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demanding and society useful task in demonstrably competent 

manner”. 

  

 Referring to the characteristics of profession above, therefore 

English teaching profession is a job, which needs educational 

background of English Education, which is learned in a certain period 

of study by the members of the profession. In addition, this job is not 

simply engaged in for profit, it also has sense of public service. This 

profession demands the members of the profession, English teacher, to 

perform not only some academic task but also some society useful 

tasks. 

 Talking about „English teacher as Profession‟, there are two points 

that will be discussed here. Those are professional status and 

professional competence of English teacher. 

a) Professional status 

Based on Nichols in Rochayati (2010) „professional status‟ 

is prestige, esteem, and privilege accorded to the members of 

profession. Consequently, based on the definition, for English 

teaching as a Profession‟, professional status is prestige, esteem 

and privilege accorded to English teacher. 

Hornby and Ruse in Rochayati (2010) define „teacher‟ as 

person who teach for a living. This definition implies that teachers 

are not only those who are appointed by the government to teach 
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but also those who are not. In fact, there are many teachers whose 

status is not government worker. 

The policies that are prevailed in a profession have a 

contribution to increase of the prestige, esteem and privilege of the 

members of profession (professional status). Take an example, the 

policy on the payment of salary, now there is tendency in the 

society to consider that earning attached to a level of prestige and 

power over others. This implies that profession with high salary 

will be considered as an esteemed and prestigious one. Based on 

the consideration, therefore the policies which are prevailed in 

„English teaching as a profession‟ have contribution in the 

professional status. 

Wallace in Rochayati (2010) since the role of English 

become more important, therefore mastering the language is 

necessary. This condition increases the demand of English 

teachers. By such condition, consequently English teacher have 

great chances to develop their career and to earn money from their 

profession. It is a fact that there are lots of English teachers who 

teach both in state and private schools. In addition, they also have 

many chances to work at any English courses which are, now, 

getting more and more. 
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b)   Professional Competence of English Teacher 

Nowadays, English language teacher are complex. Because 

of the complexity, a person who engages in „English teaching as 

profession‟ must be qualified English teacher, a person demanded 

to have professional competence. Aashan in Rochayati (2010:19) 

stated “Competence is knowledge, skills and abilities or 

capabilities that a person achieves which becomes part of his/her 

being to the extent he/she can satisfactorily perform particular 

cognitive, affective and psychomotor behaviors”. 

 While professional is a person who is able to do his/her 

profession professionalism. Therefore, professional competence of 

English teacher is ability and authority of knowledge and skills of 

English teacher to do her profession. 

Suharso in Rochayati (2010) proposes the professional 

competence of teacher, which includes knowledge of subject 

matter, teaching skills, and personality. For English teacher, 

therefore, the professional competence id explained as follows: 

1) Knowledge of Subject matter 

English language teacher must know the target language 

well enough to be imitated by students. They must have good 

target language proficiency that includes four skills: listening, 

writing, reading and speaking. In addition, they must 
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understand language components, namely: vocabulary, 

structure, pronunciation, culture and literature. Besides 

mastering the target language, English teacher must know 

linguistic facts of the language of the students in order to 

understand the particular problem they will have in learning of 

target language. 

Subject matter that will teach should be useful or relevant 

with students‟ necessary and the society. 

2) Teacher Skills 

Teacher is one the components in teaching learning 

process that has a role in the establishment of the potential 

human resources. Therefore, teacher must participate actively 

and place his/her position and professional expert that 

appropriate with society demand which is more and more 

expanded. 

Teacher should be familiar with the language laboratory 

and their use to support the lesson. In addition, they should 

know how to use teaching media, because media is important 

things in learning activity. 

  3)   Personality 

 Personality is one of the most important factors that very 

influence on teacher success as developing of human resources. 

So that, every teacher and teachers candidate is hoped to 
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understand his/her personality characteristic which is needed 

by his/her students (Syah, 2004:226). He also divides the 

personal character into two points. They are cognitive 

flexibility and psychology openness. 

English language teacher must have a good personality. 

They have duty support, guide and give learning facility for 

hid/her students to gain the purpose. They should be dynamic, 

honest and responsible person. They should be person with 

high integrity that is able to leaders for their students. In short, 

they should have good behaviors and attitude. 

 From the descriptions above, it can be concluded that „English 

teaching as a profession‟ is a job that needs educational background 

of English Education. Then, there are two important things 

concerning with the profession, namely profession status and 

professional competence of English teachers. The professional status 

concerns with the prestige, esteem and privilege of English teachers. 

Whereas professional competence of English teachers includes the 

knowledge of subject matter, the teaching skills the personality. 

B. Conceptual Framework 

 Each student has his/her own choice to the profession which he 

/she is going to deserve in the future. For English Department students, 

English teaching as profession is hopefully his/her chosen profession in 

the future. 
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 English Department students are those who are prepared to be 

English teachers. During their study, they are taught knowledge and skills 

of English language teaching. Consequently, they have got much 

information about the profession. The information can be about the 

professional status and professional competence of English teacher. Then, 

the information is concluded into a certain meaning (perception). If they 

think that English teaching profession is something which is valuable for 

them, they will pay attention to the profession. Their attentions are 

followed by active involvement in any activities related to the profession. 

Take for example; they may prefer reading any books about English 

teaching than other books. In involving their salves in the kind of activity, 

they get pleasure and the students attempt to know, to learn and to prove 

anything related to the profession. In such condition, the students are said 

to have both positive perception and interest in the profession. 

C.   Previous Research 

Researcher found some researches that have similarity with this 

research, there are: 

1. Research by Purwaningsih (2010) entitled “A Correlation Between 

The Interest For Being A Teacher And Family Environment With The 

Academic Achievement To The Student Of Historical Education Of 

Teaching And Training Faculty Of Sebelas Maret University (Uns). 

The aims of this research are to find out the existence of correlations 

between (1) the interest for being a teacher and academic achievement, 
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(2) the family environment and academic achievement, (3) the interest 

for being a teacher and the environment of family to the academic 

achievement collectively, to the student of historical education 

program of teaching and training faculty of UNS. Based on the data 

analysis, it is obtained the result as follows: there is the significant 

positive relationship between (1) the interest for being a teacher and 

academic achievement. The result is showed by the r arithmetic> r 

table calculation or 0,715 > 0,176 at n=120 with the level of 

significance is 5%, (2) the interest for being a teacher and academic 

achievement. The result is showed by r arithmetic> r table calculation 

or 0,766 > 0,176 at n=120 with the level of significance is 5 %, (3) the 

interest for being a teacher and family environment to the academic 

achievement. The result is showed by the Farithmetic>Ft table or 

120.227 > 3.07 at n=120 with the level of significance is 5%. It is 

obtained the line equation of double linier regression is Y=2.93+ 

0.00013 X1 + 0.00012X2. 

 

2. The Perception of Teaching as a Profession by Turkish Trainee 

Teachers: 

 Attitudes towards Being a Teacher by Dr. Nesrin Oruç in International 

Journal of Humanities and Social Science Vol. 1 No. 4; April 2011. 

Attitudes are formed as a result of learning and experiences which 

develop in a certain period of time. Since attitudes are bound to an 
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individual‟s set of values, there are several factors which have an 

influence upon the construction or changes in the already existing 

attitudes. This study is an attempt to investigate the perception of 

teaching as a profession by trainee teachers. 80 trainee teachers 

studying at a state university‟s Faculty of Education, English Language 

Teaching Department in Turkey were asked about their attitudes 

towards teaching as a profession. A 30-item Likert type scale was used 

to gather data and the results indicate that these students have clear 

positive attitudes for their future profession. 
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