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CHAPTER II 

   THEORITICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Vocabulary  

1. Definition of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is one of  the basic components of a language because it is a 

collection of words that makes a language. Napa (1991: 6-7), states that no 

language exists without it, and the words are sign or symbols for ideas. They are a 

mean for people exchange their thought. When the students learn more words, 

they can express more ideas, feelings or believes so that they can communicate 

with the others effectively.Another definition of vocabulary is also stated by 

Kamil and Hiebert. According to Kamil and Hiebert (2005:3), vocabulary is a set 

of oral and print words which are mastered by someone in which those are used in 

the productive and receptive skills. 

From the definitions above, it can be concluded that vocabulary isthe 

collection of words which are mastered and used by someone to convey and 

accept an information. 

2. The Importance of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary are the basic of English is the most important to be mastered. In 

speaking, reading, listening and writing of course it is needed. Vocabulary is 

needed for successful study of language. Without an extensive vocabulary, it will 

be difficult for student to use language communicatively. As stated by Alemi and 

Tayebi (2012:81), vocabulary is the basic component of language proficiency 

which provides the basis forlearners‟ performance in the both productive and 
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receptive skills of language. Although without grammar they can conveyed but 

without vocabulary they cannot conveyed anything. Students will see more 

improvement if they learn more words and expression. Students speak very little 

with grammar, but they can speak almost anything with words. 

In short, the role of vocabulary in English is very important because it is 

becoming the key of mastering the skills of English. Vocabulary is the main point 

of learning English. Students will be able to use English if they have good 

vocabulary. 

 

3. The Aspect of Vocabulary 

In teaching English vocabulary, there are some important aspects which 

should be known in learning vocabulary. According to Lado (1967) there are 

several ways that the learner can learn English vocabulary: 

a. Meaning  

The most important aspect of vocabulary teaching for the students is to 

foster students‟ independence so that they will be able to deal with new lexis 

and expand their vocabulary beyond the end of lesson. 

b. Spelling  

Spelling is important in learning vocabulary because there are so many 

words that have same sound but different letters. Students should be relaxed 

about spelling. In learning vocabulary, students have some spelling problems, 

for example the letter (I) is not always pronounce /I/, so an English teacher 

should keep students‟ pronunciation and spell English words correctly. 

c. Pronunciation  

Pronunciation of words is what we hear when someone says the words. 

Most words have only one pronunciation, but sometimes a word has two or 
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more pronunciation. Many other students want to be able to speak English 

well with understandable pronunciation so that they can communicate without 

hindrance, because good pronunciation make receiver easier to understand. 

Pronouncing the words correctly enable the students to remember it longer and 

identify it more readily when they hear or see it. 

d. Word Classification 

Based on the functional categories, words can be classified into noun, 

adjective, adverb and verb (Hatch and Brown, 1995:218). This classification is 

called part of speech. 

1) Noun  

A noun refers to a person, place or thing. It is divided into three sub-

classes; proper nouns and common nouns, abstract noun and concrete 

noun, count noun and uncount noun. 

2) Adjective  

Adjective is used to highlight quality or attribute (I feel happy). Certain 

adjectives are typically used to describe particular noun such as light, dark, 

and bright (she has dark skin). Adjectives may also seem like verbs. It can 

be seen from the word „slow‟ in the sentence “a slow race”. Slow here is 

an adjective, but it will be a verb when the sentence “the runner slowed 

after he cleared the last hurdle”. 

3) Adverb  

Adverb is similar to adjective in many ways although they typically 

assign attributes to verb, clause or to entire sentence rather than to noun. 

There are five kinds of adverb: 

a. Adverb of time (now, tomorrow, yesterday). 
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b. Adverb of place (here, there, in London). 

c. Adverb of manner (happily, fast, suddenly). 

d. Adverb of certainty (certainly, clearly, probably). 

e. Connecting adverb (then, next, besides). 

4) Verb  

Verbs are words to denote action (Hatch and Brown, 1995:222). 

Richard Nordquistin (2013:8) states that verb is part of speech that 

describes an action, occurrence or indicates a state of being. A verb can be 

defined by what it does more than by what it is. Verbs can be classified 

into some types; auxiliary verbs and lexical verbs, finite verbs and non-

finite verbs, regular verbs and irregular verbs, transitive verbs and 

intransitive verbs. 

e. Word use 

Word use is the way a word, phrase or concept is used in all 

language. Lexicographers gather the sample of written or spoken instance 

where a word is used and analyzes to determine pattern of regional or 

social usage as well as meaning. 

In short, teachers can apply the guidelines of teaching vocabulary 

to teach vocabulary well, so that the students will receive what they really 

need in learning vocabulary. In addition, teachers should make an 

interesting situation in learning vocabulary in order to make the learners 

not feel bored and they will be interested and have motivation in learning 

vocabulary. 
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4. The Learning of Vocabulary 

In learning language, people always try any ways. Here are ways that can help 

learners in learning the vocabulary. According to Tarigan (1984:25) there are 

several ways that the learners can learn English vocabulary, they are as follows: 

a. Dictionary  

Obviously, a language student has to have a good dictionary, when she 

or he has a trouble in catching the meaning of words dictionary can be used 

effectively. 

b. Notebook 

One of the most effective ways to control young learning of new word 

is to keep a vocabulary in notebook. 

c. Guessing 

Often time, we find a difficult word when we read. So, try to guess the 

meaning based on the context of sentence. Don‟t open the dictionary first. 

d. Mime, action, and gesture 

In this matter the teacher can choose mime, action or gesture. Teacher 

can walk, cry or write the word “walk, cry, and write” while in explaining the 

word such as: to, up, from etc. The teacher can use gesture. 

e. Enumeration 

When the teacher want to teach the word “animal”, the teacher can 

enumerate a number of animals like lion, tiger, horse, cow etc. The word 

animal will be clearly understood. 
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f. Word association 

In teaching a new word, teacher mentions the thing connecting word. 

For example the word table, chairs, students, teacher, blackboard, chalk, for 

theword “classroom”. 

g. Translation 

When there is no other ways to explain a word, teacher sometimes has 

to translate the word into the students‟ language. For example when the 

teacher want to teach the word “nice”, the teacher cannot express it by using 

gesture, mime, action or picture. So, the teacher can say “baik”. 

h. Games 

Game is a technique which helps and encourages many learners to 

sustain their interest in work. Game is also helps the teacher to create context 

in which the language is useful and meaningful status. (Andrew Wright, 

1984:1). 

 

5. Problem in Learning Vocabulary 

According to Harmer (1983:250) there are some problems indirectly faced by 

students in learning vocabulary items such as in pronunciation, spelling, 

memorizing and also in using words in sentences or in oral communication. Those 

briefly described below: 

a. Pronunciation Problem 

The following are aspects which cause problems in pronunciations: 

1. Sequences of sound in one word. 

2. Similar sound in the two words which have different variant. 

3. Classification of sound. 
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b. Spelling Problem 

Besides learning pronunciation and learning spelling in important as well because 

it can improve the learner‟s ability of the language skills, especially writing 

and reading. 

The following are some of spelling problems, those are: 

1. Misunderstanding between speaker and hearer. For example if the teacher 

said “their”, then some of students write “there”. 

2. The students do not know the spelling of a word. For example the First 

Year of Junior High School students do not know how to spell the words 

correctly, like “blackboard” tends to spell “blackboard” or “blekbor”. The 

students make mistake in the spelling which is influenced by 

pronunciation. 

c. Memorizing Problem 

There are some memorizing problems, those are: 

1. The students do not always use the words they have known to 

communicate in daily activities. The longer they meet the words, the faster 

they forget them. 

2. The students have low motivation learn vocabulary. 

3. The students are reluctant to memorize the new words. 

4. Some English teachers do not find and use proper teaching techniques 

which maintain the students‟ ability of memorizing the words. For this 

reason, English teacher should know strategy, which is suitable with the 

objectives of instruction. 
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d. Meaning Problem 

It is reasonable that the Indonesian learners are difficult to understand the meaning 

of English word. Sometimes the meaning of word changes because its function 

in sentences, whether it is a noun, verb, adverb or adjective. And a word may 

have more than one meaning.  

 

B. Circle Game 

1. Definition of Circle Game 

Circle game is any game or activities that involve the whole class, sitting in 

circle. In this game, the class will be divided into some groups. Then, the students 

must sit in a circle (Budden, 2006:1). Hopefully, through this game students can 

share their ideas each other in a group. Circle game is one of the games that we 

can use to make teaching learning process more fun and also giving motivation to 

the students. There are some elements vocabularies that students are able to 

master using circle game; they are follows: 

1) Pronunciation 

Here, the students learn how to pronounce a word well. In this game the students 

not only looking the meaning of the words but also trying to pronounce it. 

2) Meaning 

The student should know what the meaning of words. 

3) Spelling 

The students should be able to learn how to spell the word that they get, because 

when they read the word they also how to spell it. 
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2. The Advantages of Circle Game 

There are some advantages of Circle Game according to Budden (2006, 2-3) 

1. Circle game help and encourage the students to sustain their interest and work. 

2. Circle game is easy for the teacher to convey the instructional material to 

students. 

3. Circle game make meaning of material more clearly, so the students more 

understand and know the purpose of the lesson better. 

4. Circle game makes students to study a lot of vocabulary in one time. 

5. Circle game motivation students who do not have idea. 

 

3. The Disadvantages of using Circle Game 

There are some disadvantages of using circle game. According to Budden 

(2006), they are as follows: 

a. Circle game is difficult to be controlled by the teacher, because there are many 

groups in the classroom. 

b. Circle game makes the students lazy to study seriously, because the teacher 

cannot control all of the groups. 

To overcome the disadvantages of using circle game in teaching vocabulary in 

the class, the teacher should give clear instruction and manage the time 

effectively. 

 

4. Teaching Vocabulary Using Circle Game 

There are some steps in teaching vocabulary using Circle Game according to 

Budden (2006:4), they as follow: 

a. Teacher prepare sheet of paper with three rows that includes the questions. 
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b. Teacher asks the students to make a group, each group consist of 4-5 students. 

Asking them to sit in circle. Give each group one sheet of paper. 

c. Ask student to answer the question. 

d. After the first student answers the question, the teacher asks them to pass their 

paper into next person. 

e. When all students finish, one student from each group will be asked to write 

their answer on the white board. 

f. Teacher asks each group to pronounce and mention the meaning. 

g. The group who can pronounce well, spelling and answer correctly will be the 

winner. 

The example of question for Circle Game 

No Question 

Students‟ names 

Nadhira Assyabiya Kayisa Nadhief Faeyza 

1 What kind of things are 

there in your school 

bag? 

Book  Ruler  Pencil  Eraser  Pen  

2 What kind of things are 

there in your 

classroom? 

Chair  White board Table  Clock  Window 

3 What kind of things are 

there in your school? 

Library  Toilet  School 

yard 

Canteen  Laboratory  
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C. Basic Assumption 

Circle game can attract students „attention to study English well because they 

can express their feeling, ideas with relax situation. Circle game can raise the 

student‟s motivation and interest. Besides that, the unforgettable moments when they 

play circle game will help students to memorize the acquired vocabulary easily or it 

will encourage students to have long term memory about vocabulary. In this case, it is 

assumed that teaching vocabulary using circle game is effective. 

 

D. Hypothesis 

Based on the assumption above, it can be proved a hypothesis that teaching 

English vocabulary using circle game at the seventh grade students of MTs Ma‟arif 

NU 1 Jatilawang in Academic Year 2015/2016 is effective. 
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