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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

 

English has been chosen as the first foreign language to be taught in all kinds 

of education in Indonesian. It is very important in adopting and developing science, 

technology, education, economic and culture with the English mastery. By mastering 

English, it is hope that the students can develop their intellectual and skillful. 

Teaching English to students should cover the four language skills including 

speaking, listening, reading and writing. While the language components that should 

also be taught are pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar of English. Vocabulary is 

one of the very basic elements in learning English. Vocabulary also plays a significant 

role in communication process, both in written and spoken form, so in order to have a 

good communication in a foreign language, learners are expected to have adequate 

vocabulary and know how to use them accurately (Richards, 2002: 255). 

From the explanation above, it can be inferred that learning vocabulary is 

important. Vocabulary is the core component of language proficiency and provides 

much of the basis for how well student speak, listen, read and write. In addition, it can 

also lead us easily understanding new concepts as Edge (1993:27) states that “the 

more words you know, the better your chance of understanding or making yourself 

understood”. He also adds that vocabulary is fundamental in language. So, teaching 

vocabulary earlier is better than teaching it later. It supports that vocabulary needs to 

be taught since the beginning level like at Junior High School. 
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Therefore, it is better for English teacher to pay attention in teaching English 

vocabulary, and try some ways to develop a good teaching, such as using the effective 

technique to teach vocabulary that motivates students. It is needed to apply good 

techniques that are used to make the process of learning vocabulary easier and more 

effective. One of the techniques is learning vocabulary through game. A game is 

define by Hadfield (1990:5) as an activity that with rules, the goals and an element of 

fun. In this case, game is helpful for teacher in teaching English. Games can 

encourage learners to interact, cooperate, to be creative and spontaneous in using the 

language in a meaningful way.  

In this research, the learning technique which can be used is Circle Game 

technique. According to Budden (2006), circle game is a game where the students are 

divided into some groups. Each group consists of 4 until 5 students, and they must sit 

in circle. Every group gets a sheet of paper with three rows that include the questions 

based on the material or topic. The members of each group are asked to answer the 

questions. When all of the members of each group finish one student from each group 

writes the answers on the white board. Group who can pronounce well answer and 

mention the meaning correctly will be the winner. It is hoped the students will be easy 

to remember the vocabulary. 

In correlation with Circle Game, there was researcher who had conducted a 

research with the purpose of implementing this technique in the equal subject. A 

research result conducted by Annisa Hani Prastiwi in Junior High School in Sokaraja. 

The research used experimental method and the result shows that Circle Game was 

effective for teaching writing. Moreover, by implementing this technique, it can give 

contribution to pedagogical development. The contribution is Circle Game as one of 
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the alternative learning techniques to teach vocabulary that makes students enjoyable 

in teaching learning process.  

Therefore, after knowing those research results, this research want to 

implement teaching vocabulary using Circle Game in MTs Ma‟arif NU 1 Jatilawang. 

The implementation of Circle Game in teaching vocabulary will be covered in an 

experimental research entitled, “The Effectiveness of Circle Game in Teaching 

Vocabulary (An Experimental Study of MTs Ma‟arif NU 1 Jatilawang at VII Grade 

Students in the Academic Year 2015/2016). 

B. Reason for Choosing Topic 

There are basic reasons for choosing the topic of this research; they are as 

follows: 

a. Vocabulary is one of the language components that should be mastered by the 

learners. By mastering vocabulary, the students are able to master the language 

skills; speaking, listening, writing and reading easily. 

b. In teaching English in junior high school, students need various techniques to 

make them more active in teaching learning process. By using game, it can help 

students to explore and develop their idea. 

c. Circle Game is one of the kinds of cooperative learning which can be used in 

teaching vocabulary to encourage students‟ idea and share their ideas each other 

in a group. 

 

C. Problem of Research 

Based on the background of research, the problem of study is “ is Circle Game 

effective to teach English vocabulary at Junior High School? 
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D. Aim of the Study 

The aim of this research is to find out whetherCircle Game is effective in 

teaching English vocabulary at Junior High School. 

 

E. Clarification of the Terms 

1. Effectiveness 

Effectiveness is a measure of the match between stated goals and their 

achievement (Fraser, 1994:104). In this research, the effectiveness means 

something that has better effect than before. 

2. Circle Game 

Circle game is activities that involve the whole class to sit in circle. As the 

game is played, students are given stimulus such as question that can encourage 

them to get ideas, and they can share their ideas each other in group. 

3. Teaching 

Teaching is guiding, enabling, the learner to learn, setting the conditions and 

facilitating for learning (Brown, 2007:7). 

4. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is the sum of words that are used and understood by students, 

Pikulski and Templeton (2004:1). While, Hatch and Brown (1995:1) states that 

vocabulary refresh to a list or set of word for particular language or a list or set of 

word that individual of language might use. To make a good sentence is needed 

much vocabulary acquisition, especially vocabulary of noun, verb, adjective, and 

adverb. Those scopes of vocabulary mostly appear in a sentence. 
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