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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

B.1       Theoretical Framework 

B.1.1    Character and Characterization 

The character has a vital role in a literary work. According to Barnet, 

"Character is a figure who plays a role in a story" (Barnet, 1988: 113). Characters 

are often described as similar to humans, with their personality and abilities, such 

as good and bad behaviour, speech, thoughts, and actions, then these elements 

will contribute to the value of the story. Various types of characters have their 

unique functions so that they can represent them in a story. Abrams (1999) states 

that:  

“Characters are the persons represented in a dramatic or narrative work, 
who is interpreted by the reader as being viewed with particular moral, 
intellectual, and emotional qualities by inferences from what the persons 
say and their distinctive ways of saying it—the dialogue—and from what 
they do—the action. The grounds in the characters’ temperament, desires, 
and moral nature for their speech and actions are called their motivation,” 

 
Aminuddin also states that a character is an actor who carries out events 

in a fictional story so that the event can weave a tale; characters in a literary work 

are usually fiction, but fictional characters are a critical element in a story 

(Aminuddin, 2002). The Character, as usual, becomes the centre of attention of 

the reader and audience and the implementation of the author's ideas into a 

literary work.  
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Characterization is a method used by authors to develop characters and 

create character images so that readers or audiences can recognize each 

character. It can also be regarded as identifying the character described physically 

or personality. In other words, characterization is a method while the character is 

a product of it. According to Abrams (1999), there are two methods of 

characterization, the telling method and the showing or dramatic method. In the 

first method, the character is depicted directly by the creator, and this method is 

carried out through the narrator or character himself. In the showing method, the 

author presents the characters' dialogue and actions to give audiences space to 

infer and interpret the motives and meanings. The indirect depiction describes the 

character's personality and effect on other characters. Abrams (1999) also 

explains that the author may show external speech and actions and the 

character's inner thoughts, feelings, and responsiveness to events.   

B.1.2    Theory of Anti-Hero 

Abrams (1999) says that the traditional protagonist or hero of serious 

literature has a different characterization from that in contemporary work. An 

anti-hero often reflects society’s confusion and ambivalence about 

morality. Abrams (1999) states that the anti-hero is petty, ignominious, passive, 

ineffectual, or dishonest instead of manifesting largeness, dignity, power, or 

heroism. Richard (2013), in his article Defining and Developing Your the-

Hero, states that an anti-hero can also be an outsider. As a loner, this anti-hero 

often possesses fragile self-esteem, has repeatedly failed love, and is sometimes 
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estranged from people from his past. Based on the explanation above, the 

characterizations of an anti-hero can be concluded as follows (Hornby, 2010). 

1) Petty: Caring too much about small and unimportant matters, especially when 

this is unkind to other people. (2010: 1130) 

2) Ignominious: What makes or should make you feel ashamed. (2010: 771) 

3) Passive: Accepting what happens or what people do without trying to change 

anything or oppose them. (2010: 1107) 

4) Ineffectual: Without the ability to achieve much; weak; not achieving what you 

want. (2010: 793) 

5) Dishonest: Not honest; intending to trick people. (2010: 438) 

6) Fragile: Weak and uncertain: easily destroyed or spoilt. (2010: 615) 

7) Lonely: Unhappy because you have no friends or people to talk to (2010:905). 

B.1.3. Structuralism 

This research applies structuralism theory. It stems from the essence that 

literature is an innovative and creative product of a society that consists of 

interrelated elements. According to Pradopo (2010), literary work is a systematic 

arrangement of aspects with a reciprocal relationship. These aspects are 

commonly called intrinsic and extrinsic that play an essential role in literary works. 

The intrinsic elements consist of scenes, characterizations, setting/background, 

and dialogue, while the extrinsic elements include ideology, morals, socio cultures, 

and psychological aspects. These elements also reflect the meaning or message 

contained in literary works. Structuralism views literature as the structure built by 
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interrelated components, and it becomes an essential basic framework. The 

structure referred to by this study is a reciprocal relationship between various 

elements in a literary work. In other words, structuralism is a way of looking for 

reality, not in individual things but in the relationships between them (Manshur, 

2019).  

The basic principles of the structuralism approach in literary works are to 

analyze, disassemble and weigh in details and thoroughly the interrelationships 

and influences of each structural element that consitutes works from within to 

achieve solidity of meaning (Teeuw, 2003: 112). Therefore, it may wrap up that 

structuralism considers the relationship between elements with other elements in 

a literary work that aims to get a universal view of its meaning. Movies as part of 

literary works have also intrinsic and extrinsic elements. This thesis considerably 

motivates the study to apply the approach to analyze Wade Wilson as anti-hero in 

the Deadpool 2 movie supported by Abrams theory of anti-hero. 

B.1.4 Cinematography  

According to Spencer, the word cinematography is derived from two Greek 

words κίνημα (kinema), meaning “movement” and γράφειν (graphein) meaning 

“to record”; both words mean “motion recording”. The word refers to films' art, 

process, or work, but the meaning is limited to “film photography” (Spencer, 

1973). Cinematography is the study of techniques for capturing an image and 

arranging an image so that it becomes a series of images that can convey an idea, 

message or storyline that has been determined and visualized. Prastista (2008) 
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states that in the science of cinematography, movie makers not only record every 

scene but must understand how to control and adjust every scene taken, such as 

the duration of the shoot, the distance, the distance, the height of the angle. 

Movie makers must also understand the technique to regulate the motivation or 

meaning of each shoot related to the size of the shoot in the frame and regulate 

the continuity of the story to convey the ideas or messages contained in the movie 

(Brown, 2002). 

Several aspects need to be considered in cinematography technique and 

are explained below. 

1) Camera Distance 

In the movie, several types of shots have the power to convey an idea or 

message. Each type of shoot will produce a series of interesting and 

communicative images if appropriately combined. According to Fachruddin 

(2012), several types of shots in a movie are as follows.   

a. Extreme Long Shot  

This technique is used to give the impression of a small and distant object. 

The result of this technique is that the object will look so small that it cannot be 

recognized because the focus that is shot is usually to give strength to an event or 

view that has wide, far and long dimensions, such as focused on the beauty of 

nature or urban panorama. 
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b. Very Long Shot 

There is a difference in results between very long shots and extreme long 

shots. The difference in the size of the image looks narrower. The object is starting 

to appear, but there is no emphasis because this technique still aims to build an 

atmosphere of the environment where the object is located. The shots taken are 

usually daily human activities in a field such as nature or urban areas. 

c. Long Shot 

This technique shows the position of objects in space that offers the 

atmosphere and the surrounding environment. The size of the shot that is taken 

is narrower than the extreme long shoot and very long shot.  

d. Medium Long Shot 

A medium-long shot is a type of shot that includes settings or other objects 

to support the atmosphere. The limit of the shoot starts from the knee to the head.  

e. Medium Shot 

A medium shot is a type of shot that clearly shows the parts of the object. 

The shooting limit is waist to head. 

f. Medium Close Up 

A medium close-up is a type of shot to deepen the image by showing the 

face in detail so that the expression of the object can be seen more clearly. The 

limit of the picture is from chest to head.  
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g. Close Up 

An object in the film certainly has emotions reflected in the facial 

expression. This technique is used for emotional purposes so that the audience 

can feel the emotions experienced by the object. Close up only focuses on the 

face and is used as the best composition to describe a person's emotional 

message or reaction more deeply so that the shot is perfect for use on angry, 

happy, sad faces and others. 

h. Big Close Up 

This shot is sharper than Close up because the limit of this shoot is only 

from the head to the chin. This shot can reveal the object's emotions more 

profoundly and in detail from the eyes and facial expressions without dialogue 

or intonation. This shot type can realize the meaning of each object's 

expression. 

i. Extreme Close Up  

Taking pictures will be very close and only focuses on certain parts of the 

object's body. Because the shooting distance is very tight, this type of shooting has 

the disadvantage that it is challenging to create depth of field because the distance 

between the object and the camera is too close. 

2. Camera Movement 

In addition to camera distance, camera movement is vital to producing 

high-quality movies. Good and professional camera movement techniques will 

help create memorable images for the audience. Apart from this, the purpose and 



 

 Wade Wilson As An Anti-Hero…, M. Choerul. M, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2022 

motivation of the camera movement in conveying ideas and messages, including 

adding visual appeal, expressing visible characters, enhancing the atmosphere, 

and giving angel changes, are essential in film production. Further, Samedhi (2011) 

explains the types of camera movements as follows:  

a. Zooming 

 Zooming is a camera movement by changing the camera's focal length. This 

technique is used to show the position of an object or highlight an object. Zooming 

is divided into two, namely zoom in and zoom out. Zoom in is the movement of 

the camera lens from a wide angel lens to a narrow angel lens while zoom out is 

the camera's movement from a narrow angel lens to a wide angel lens. 

b. Panning 

Panning is a shooting technique horizontally from one point and then 

moving left or right on the tripod axis. This technique aims to show long/short, 

object/panoramic showing two or more object relationships, following the 

object's movement. 

c. Tilting 

Panning is a technique of taking pictures vertically from one point and then 

moving up or down on the tripod axis movement from the bottom up has the aim 

of showing the height of an object such as a building, while the movement from 

the bottom up is to show the position of the object being below. 
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d. Pedestal 

A pedestal is a camera movement up and down or pedestal up and 

pedestal down. It is almost the same as tilting. The difference in the pedestal 

technique that moves is the camera, not the tripod. 

e. Swing/Arc 

Swing/arc is a camera movement, such as forming a circle or around an 

object. This technique aims to show the existence of an object by maintaining its 

initial composition. It also seeks to establish the elements of the image and the 

background. 

f. Tracking/Dolly 

Tracking is the movement of the camera forward or backward. The 

difference between crab and zoom is in camera movement. Zoom that moves only 

the lens while the crab is the camera.  

g. Crab/Truck 

Crab is a camera movement to the right or left. The difference between 

crab and dolly is only in the direction of camera movement. 

h.  Crane 

Crane is a camera movement that is assisted by a crane device. Crane is a 

machine tool that has wheels and control tools for camerapersons. This technique 

is used to get the high or low angle. 
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3. Camera Angle 

A camera angle is a technique for setting the camera's position from the 

object. The point of view of the camera position will give an impression on an 

image so that it can give meaning to the object using several camera angles. 

According to Biran (2010), there are several types of camera angles. 

a. High Angle 

High Angle is a shooting technique where the camera's position is above 

the object or the object's eye line. This technique gives a psychological impression 

on an object, such as a short or low position. 

b. Low Angle 

Low angle is a shooting technique where the camera position is under the 

object or the object's eye line. This technique gives a psychological impression of 

an object, such as robust, authoritative or dominant. 

c. Eye Level Angle 

Eye angle is a shooting technique where the camera position is parallel to 

the object's eye. This type of technique has the impression of equality or equal. 

d. Bird-Eye View 

The bird-eye view is a technique of taking pictures above a height to show 

a vast environment with other objects that appear below so small. This technique 

is usually done in a tall building or a helicopter. 
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e. Frog Level 

The camera's height position is parallel to the base of the object's position 

so that the object looks very large. 

4. Moving Object 

There are several movements of objects displayed in scenes; some of which 

can be explained as follows:  

a. Walking in/out 

This movement displays objects moving toward or away from the camera. 

b. Slow motion 

Slow-motion is a setting on the camera so that the movement of objects is 

below 30 FPS (frames per second) to add a dramatic and tense atmosphere to a 

scene. Slow-motion is often used to combine characters in the scene with a point 

of view of the shot to increase the sympathetic feeling or audience tension 

(Jennifer, 1954). 

c. Fast motion 

Fast motion is a setting on the camera so that the movement of objects is 

above 30 FPS (frames per second) which is usually applied to comedy scenes. 

All of the information above is important and useful for helping interpret 

the research data, which consists of movie shots. 
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B.2       Review of Related Studies 

This study aims to analyze Wade Wilson as an anti-hero in Deadpool 2 

movie using the anti-hero theory by Abrams, the structuralism, and the 

cinematography approach. Some related studies are necessarily reviewed to help 

support the analysis. In addition, it aims to give the gap and novelty of the study. 

Firstly, Nugroho (2021) studied the characterization of the goblin slayer as 

an anti-hero using a structuralism approach. His study illustrates that the goblin 

slayer, as an anti-hero, takes revenge against another goblin who killed his family. 

This study concludes that Goblin Slayer has the characteristics of vengeful, brutal, 

and heartless at the same time. He is also strange, pathetic, weak, and has no great 

power.  

Hadirojaq and Muslim (2019), on the other hand, studied a novel entitled 

The Godfather (1969) by Mario Puzo. They found that anti-heroes are usually 

described as evil and brutal characters. Still, in this study, Michael Carleone's 

character, as the central character, has the anti-hero characteristics of empathy, 

humility, self-awareness, flexibility and the ability to recognize uncertainty. Finally, 

the study explained that an anti-hero is not always portrayed as a figure who has 

a negative side because basically anti-hero represents human nature in general.  

In addition, Pane and Murni (2015) and Fauzi (2019) analyzed the anti-hero 

characters in the movies. Both studies have similarities in exploring the main 

characters in the films. Despite the same topic of study, Pane and Murni (2015) 

applied Abrams' theory of anti-hero in elaboration with another supporting 
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approach. Meanwhile, the second study used an ambiguous approach to analyze 

the main character as an anti-hero. The ambiguity shows many possibilities of 

interpretation of characters as heroes and anti-heroes.  

Interestingly, the issue of anti-heroes can also be analyzed using the 

psychoanalytical approach. Raharto and Permatasari (2019) and Ajara (2018) 

applied Carl Jung's theory to explore the anti-heroes in the films. The first study 

focused on the concept of the protagonist as an anti-hero using Jung's archetypal 

theory. The study found two contradictory archetypes: the persona and the 

shadow. The second study is to identify the characteristics of the anti-hero that 

appears in the Deadpool Movie using cinematographic aspects and Jung's 

psychoanalysis. The study explained that the seven Deadpool actions describing 

anti-heroism are missionary killers, haters, anti-heroes, vengeance, assassins, and 

fools. 

Some researchers usually focus on one character in the study of anti-

heroes, but others focus on more than one character, such as Drappa (2016) and 

Comerford (2016). The first study analyzed three TV shows as objects of anti-hero 

studies, namely Breaking Bad, Mad Men, and Son of Anarch. This study explained 

that such TV series also have characters that represent anti-heroes, namely Walter 

White, Don Draper, and Jax Teller. The study further resulted that the three 

characters have different ways of representing the anti-hero. The second study is 

to research three characters, anti-hero Doctor, whose eponymous protagonists 

are the DC Comics Superhero Batman and 24's anti-terrorist agent Jack Bauer. The 
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conclusion of this study is to prove these characters give the audience a complexity 

about law and justice and how to challenge the 'good'/'evil' conceptual binary 

results in a more nuanced understanding of this particular form of heroism.  

Furthermore, Maryani (2017) analyzed how the main character develops 

as an anti-hero. She explained that an anti-hero might be described as a weak and 

indecisive character at the beginning of the story and then becomes a character 

who is forced to feel fear and empathy. Maryani used Robert and Jacobs's theory 

of characterization and Brombert and Wilson's anti-hero theory. The study 

concluded that Ed Kennedy, as the main character, has two different 

characteristics: the good and bad character.  

At last, Mikulakova (2009) analyzed Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess 

(2000) as an anti-hero. There are two types of anti-hero characterizations: 

presenting an asexual character, the absence of masculinity, and Heroism making 

him an anti-hero. Alex's description of being free to choose violence is not like 

other people. 

 


