
 

  
 Wade Wilson As An Anti-Hero…, M. Choerul. M, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2022 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A.1       Background of the Research   

Literature is about what it means to be human, and to be human is to be 

acted upon by society, the world, the universe, the time and the eternity in which 

we live, and in which we imagine that we live (Woolf, 2005:22). The author makes 

literary works a medium to express ideas and as a bridge that connects the 

thoughts or messages of the author who wants to convey to the reader or 

audience. Literary works can also be interpreted as a fictional world structure, 

which means that the reality in literary works is not the same as the actual world 

reality; even though it is fictitious, the truth in literary works still refers to the real-

world fact. According to Wallek dan Warren in Noor (2009), literary works are a 

forum for language-based society, and language itself comes from the community.  

Therefore, the reality described in society is the social structure, human nature, 

norms, and functions that arise in social interaction. Literary works are 

representatives of social realities that occur in the community. Various forms of 

literary works belong to the old literature, the transitional period to modern 

literature, such as poetry, prose, novels, dramas, and movies. Commonly, a movie 

is a recorded story or event using a camera that consists of moving pictures and is 

shown in a cinema or on television. According to Danesi (2010), a movie is a text 

that contains various photographic images that produce the illusion of motion and 
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action in real life. The film uses the element of technology in the manufacturing 

process. Along with the development of the era, technology and camera 

techniques in a movie are also sophisticated and complex. As a part of human art, 

a movie aims to show talent and creativity and is often used to implement story 

ideas about realities. Nowadays, a movie has become an attractive literary work 

that effectively gives people messages from the author/director. Abrams (1981) 

states that a film is a cultural product that carries the values and beliefs of society. 

Therefore, its significant role in modern culture can also function as a reflection of 

society. 

Furthermore, a film study has become a significant interest among scholars 

and academicians. It has also stimulated this study, focusing on one of the best 

Holywood movies, Deadpool 2. Nur and Rosida (2020) find out the apparent use 

of slang words in the movie. Using Mansoer Pateda's linguistic and contextual 

meaning theory and Allan and Burridge's types of slang theory, the result found 

74 words, phrases categorized as slang words, and also found slang words 

classified as swear words. The other study by Budie Nugroho and Shepia (2019) 

highlights the translation of slang words and the strategies used by translators of 

internet versions (IT) and DVD versions (DT). The study found 65 slang words in 

the movie using Baker's theory. The number consists of 47 slang words from IT 

and rendered 39 slang words from DT. The critical finding is that those 38 slang 

words are translated differently, while the other 27 are the same. From the 

translation strategy, IT applies five techniques.  
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These previous studies have inspired this research to analyze the same 

movie from a different perspective, namely the anti-hero perspective. It is 

essential because sometimes heroes and anti-heroes are interpreted as the same 

characters, but some elements differentiate them. Generally, a hero is a character 

with an upbeat personality with heroic attributes. A hero is a character who 

behaves "in an extraordinary fashion, acting outside, above, or in disregard to 

normal patterns of behaviour, especially in putting his or her life at risk" (Miller, 

2000). The Heroic Imagination Project clarifies a hero's definition as an agent or a 

group of people who conduct particular actions for helping others or defending 

integrity or virtues (Zimbardo, 2019: 2). There are many heroic actions in real life, 

such as sacrificing ourselves in dangerous situations to help humans, animals, 

plants, or anything. Protagonists who have good characters with victory over 

antagonists make it a motivation for readers or audiences to do great action and 

attitude in real life. Sometimes, they become role models or idols.  

However, there may be characters who lack conventional heroic qualities 

and attributes such as idealism, courage, and morality. They mainly have different 

characteristics and are called anti-heroes. The anti-hero term firstly appeared in 

early 1714, emerged in works such as Rameau's Nephew in the 18th century, and 

was eventually used widely to cover Byronic heroes (Palfy, 2016: 16). Anti-hero 

characters sometimes have positive and negative sides against traditional heroes 

in general. Cristoper Vogler, in Writer's Journey, Mythic Structure for Writers, says 

that…: 
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"Anti-hero is a slippery term that can cause a lot of confusion. Simply 
stated, an Anti-hero is not the opposite of a Hero, but a specialized kind of 
hero, one who may be an outlaw or a villain form the point of view of 
society, but with whom the audience is basically is sympathy." (Vogler, 
1998: 34). 

 

Richard defines (2013) that antihero quality should fulfil five characteristics: 

empathy, humility, self-awareness, flexibility, and finally, an ability to 

acknowledge uncertainty. The universe usually has a code of life that is more 

cynical and ambiguous and will influence the character's flaws and doubt himself 

(Richard, 2013:9). Antiheroes also show heroic actions but not traditional heroes 

with physical and moral abilities (Nugroho A. S., 2021). These definitions clarify 

that an antihero is a figure who has a heroic attribute but at the same time also 

has a negative side so that it does not describe a hero character in general.  

The existence of antiheroes that continues to grow in literary works has 

become a trend, especially in movies. Various antihero characters have emerged, 

such as Suicide Squad, Venom, Wrath of Man, etc. This trend shows that antihero 

characters exhibit moral complexity more closely reflecting human life and 

personality. They are still developing, making mistakes, growing, and lacking in 

abilities and attitudes. In other words, an antihero has flexible characterization as 

good and evil so that an antihero has similar depictions in the real world (Hadirojaq 

& Muslim, 2019). Therefore, the existence of antiheroes in literary works 

introduces a new character hero that is interesting for studying because an 

antihero is not a villain or hero (Maryani, 2017).           
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Deadpool is a Marvel Comics character from the United States released 

into a movie in 2016 with the title Deadpool. In 2018, Deadpool 2 was produced 

as its sequel. The film distributor is 20th Century Fox, while the director is David 

Leitch. Rhett Reese, Paul Wernick and Ryan Reynolds play their roles as 

scriptwriters. Deadpool 2 became one of the most famous Hollywood movies, got 

a rating of up to 7.7/10 and received six awards on various prestigious awards. 

Several movie critics give their reviews of the film. Nathaniel R. Mitchell says that 

the R-rating is perfect for humour and some bloody scenes. The movie has done a 

lot of fantastic actions supported by a high-cost production and presents 

something that is more epic than the previous. 

Specifically, the movie is about a mutant named Wade Wilson, who works 

as a hitman. One day he was heartbroken because his girlfriend Vanessa was shot 

dead by an enemy. Vanessa's death makes him sorrowful and frustrated, so he 

tries to kill himself to be able to meet Vanessa. However, this action does not 

cause Wilson to die because he is a mutant, not an ordinary human. As a mutant, 

he has a power that is not easy to be killed. Because of this superpower, Wilson 

commits a very extreme suicide, but all of these actions fail because his friend, 

Colossus, offers him to join a group called the X-Men. After entering the X-Men, 

Wilson has to carry out a mission to face a mutant teenager named Ramses in a 

special dormitory for mutants. Starting from this mission, that is only controlling 

Ramses, he wouldn't be angry, even turning into a life-saving mission for Ramses. 

Along with some of his mutant friends in the X-Person group, Wilson as Deadpool 



 

  
 Wade Wilson As An Anti-Hero…, M. Choerul. M, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2022 

decides to take on a dangerous mission to save Ramses' life. 

As the main character of Deadpool 2, Wade Wilson performs a heroic 

action to save Ramses' life by avoiding killing the head of the mutant dorm. If he 

does it, Ramses will become a murderer of many people in the future. Even though 

Wilson does a dangerous and heroic mission, he cannot be fully labelled as a hero 

because, in the movie, his action is not under his initiative but a clue from his 

girlfriend, Vanessa, who has died. This clue inspires him and proves his love for 

Vanessa. Besides that, in saving Ramses' life, he acts not like a typical hero with 

goodness, practical ways, greatness, and strength. He works in brutal, sadistic, evil, 

and sometimes impractical ways and, at the same time, also shows the weakness 

of power and attitude. 

The antihero theory by Abrams explains that there are seven elements to 

describe the antihero: patty, ignominious, passive, ineffectual, dishonest, fragile, 

and lonely. This theory is considered appropriate to analyze Wilson's antihero 

character. 

A.2       Problem of the Research 

 Based on the background, the research problem is formulated as follow: 

1. How does the movie represent Wade Wilson as an anti-hero. 

A.3       Objective of the Research 

            Regarding the problem, this study aims to analyze the representation of 

Wade Wilson as an anti-hero in the movie of Deadpool 2. 
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A.4       Significance of the Research 

This study is hoped to improve and enrich literary studies, especially in the 

structuralism paradigm on the antihero topic in movies. Practically, the research 

is also expected to provide a thorough insight to readers and people about 

antihero characters whose positive and negative sides are sometimes ambiguous 

and dangerous. Such knowledge may help people control and guide such 

characters in realities for betterment.   

A.5       Limitation of the Research 

This research focuses on the characterization of the main character that 

represents the antihero quality using the structuralism theory supported by 

Abrams' theory of antihero and cinematography concept. The focused study 

analyses the dialogue, visual expressions, gestures, and interactions between the 

main character with the others. 

A.6       Definition of Key Terms 

Character 

Character is a figure in literary work and one of the critical elements in 

building literary works. The character can be anyone but is usually described as 

humans by having good or bad personalities and abilities in greeting, thinking, 

acting, and motivation.  
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Anti-Hero 

An anti-Hero is a protagonist character who has two different sides of 

personality. Anti-hero shows heroic actions but at the same time also has bad 

morals and lacks abilities and power. 

Deadpool 2 

Deadpool 2 is a sequel to Deadpool 1, distributed by 20th Century Fox, 

directed by David Leitch and written by Rhett Reese, Paul Wernick and Ryan 

Reynolds. 

A.7        Organization of the Research Report 

In general, this research is arranged into five chapters, namely chapter 1, 

that is the introduction. It explains the primary path of the study, which includes 

research background, problem, objectives, significance, research limitation, key 

terms, and research organization. Chapter 2 is the literature review, which 

contains the framework of the theory used in the study and the thought of 

previous research. Chapter 3 is the research method. This chapter explains the 

research methods and data used in this study. There are several sub-chapters, 

namely the type of data research, the data source, the process of collecting data, 

the technique of collecting data, and the way of analyzing data. Chapter 4 is data 

analysis. This chapter explains the analysis results based on the theory and 

research methods used in the study. Chapter 5 is the conclusion. It is the final 

wrap-up of the discussion added by the suggestion for future researchers. 

 


