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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Reading 

Reading is an essential skill that ensures success in academic learning 

(Alderson, 1984). In other side, Grellet (2003, 7) explained that reading is a 

constant process of guessing, and what one brings to the text is often more 

important than what one finds in it. This is why, from the very beginning, the 

students should be taught to use what they know to understand unknown 

elements, whether these are ideas or simple words. As cited by Fenfang Li 

(2010) in his research, Alderson (1984), Clarke and Coady (1979), and 

Silberstein (1992:12) have explained different definition of reading from 

different perspectives, but he concluded that reading is conceptualized as an 

interactive cognitive process in which readers interact with the text using their 

prior knowledge, cultural background, and use appropriate strategies. 

 

B. Reading Strategy 

1. Definitions of Reading Strategy 

As cited in Chen & Chia- Li (2015), strategies were defined as learning 

techniques, behaviors, problem-solving or study skills which make learning 

more effective and efficient (Oxford & Crookall, 1989). According to Block 

(1986), reading strategies indicate how readers conceive a task, what textual 

cues they attend to, how they make sense of what they read, and what they do 

when they do not understand. 
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Actually there are some definitions of reading strategy according other 

experts. As cited in by Fenfang Li (2010) and Chen & Chia- Li (2015), those 

definitons are: 

a. Reading strategies refer to "the mental operations involved when readers 

purposefully approach a text and make sense of what they read" (Barnett, 

1988) 

b. O’Malley & Chamot (1990) further explained that SL reading strategies are 

conscious or unconscious procedures, actions, techniques, or behaviors; 

readers apply these strategies to problems with their comprehension and 

interpretation.  

c. Carrell, Gajdusek and Wise (1998) described ESL/EFL reading strategies as 

what readers reveal in the ways they manage interactions with the text and 

how they use strategies to achieve effective reading comprehension.  

2. The Types of Reading Strategy 

There are many types of reading strategy according to some experts. Chia- 

Li and Chen (2015) mentioned some types of reading strategy according to 

some different experts. Goodman (1970) divided reading strategies into two 

types of processing: bottom up and top- down. Duke and Pearson (2002) 

proposed six SL/FL reading strategies: prediction or prior knowledge, using 

think- aloud strategies to monitor comprehension, using text structures, using 

visual models including graphic organizers and imagery, summarizing, and 

questioning and answering questions while reading.  
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In study by Sheorey and Mokhtari (2001), ESL/ EFL reading strategies 

were further divided into three categories: cognitive, metacognitive, and 

support. In their definition, cognitive strategies were specific actions and 

procedures used by learners while working directly with the text. 

Metacognitive strategies were intentionally and carefully planned techniques 

used by learners to monitor or manage their reading. Support strategies referred 

to readers using tools to comprehend the text, such as using a dictionary, taking 

notes, or underlining or highlighting the text. A year later, Mokhtari and 

Reichard (2002) renamed two categories of those ESL/EFL reading strategies. 

Cognitive strategies were renamed to problem- solving reading strategies, 

metacognitive strategies were renamed to global reading strategies. Those three 

reading strategies are defined as follows:  

1. Problem-Solving Strategies contain 8 items; it includes functions and 

manners that readers use when they meet difficulties in comprehending 

textual information. It refers to functions like as rereading hard to 

understand text and adapting one's reading rate to the difficulty level of 

what they are reading. Those 8 items are: 

- Read slowly and carefully to make sure I understand what I‟m reading 

- Try to get back on track when distracted or lose concentration 

- Adjust reading speed according to the reading material 

- When text becomes difficult, pay closer attention to the material 

- Stop from time to time and think about the reading 

- Try to picture or visualize information to assist in remembering 
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- When text becomes difficult, re-read to increase understanding 

- When reading, guess the meaning of unknown words or phrases 

2. Global Reading Strategies possess 13 items and are those purposeful, 

intently planned techniques by which learners are taught how to informant 

or manage their reading. It refers to pre reading activities such as having a 

purpose in mind before reading and thinking about what one already 

knows about the material before reading. Those 13 items are: 

- Read with a purpose in mind 

- Think about what I know to help me understand what I read (pre-

information) 

- Over all view of the text to see what it is about before reading 

- Decide whether the content of the text fits the reading purpose 

- Review the text first by noting characteristics including length and 

organization 

- When reading decide what to read closely and what to ignore. 

- Use tables, figures, and pictures in the text to increase understanding 

- Use context clues to help better understand the reading 

- Use typographical features like bold face and italics to identify key 

features 

- Critically analyze and evaluate the information presented in the text 

- Check understanding when coming across new information 

- Guess what the content of the text is about when reading 

- Check to see if guesses about the text are correct 
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3. Support Reading Strategies comprises 9 items; learners need to know that 

there are other support materials available to them, further to the teacher 

and the text. It presents the use of producing outside reference materials 

from the text such as notes in the margins, summarizing, or simple 

underlining of important information. Those 9 items are: 

- Take notes while reading to assist in understanding 

- When text becomes difficult, read aloud to assist in understanding 

- Underline or mark-up information in the text to assist in remembering 

- Use reference materials (dictionaries, etc.) 

- Paraphrase/restate to better understand 

- Go back and forth in the text to find relationships among ideas 

- Ask self-questions to find answers in the text 

According to different criteria, other reading researchers usually administrate 

reading strategies differently. In this research, Mokhtari and Sheorey‟s Reading 

Strategy Model was utilized. Three main categories of reading strategies are the 

focus of this scale's evaluation ( Problem- Solving, Global, and Support). 

Mokhtari and Sheorey’s Reading Strategy Model had been used by some 

researchers previously, such as Fenfang Li (2010), Madhumathi,P.(2012), 

Munsakorn (2012), and Chen,K.&Chia-Li (2015), etc. 
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