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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Study 

Reading is one of the skills which should be mastered by English 

students. By reading, they can get much information and knowledge to support 

their study. To comprehend a text or passage, there are some strategies which 

can be used by the students. As cited by Chen and Chia-Li (2015), O’Malley & 

Chamot (1990) explained that reading strategies are conscious or unconscious 

procedures, actions, techniques, or behaviors; readers apply these strategies to 

problems with their comprehension and interpretation. 

In English Department at Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto, 

each grade has different material, practices, and level of difficulty in reading. 

In the second semester, students practiced reading simple text such as 

descriptive texts, analytical texts, narrative texts, etc. Meanwhile in the fourth 

and sixth semester, they faced more complex reading texts such as IELT 

reading texts for the fourth semester, and TOEFL reading material for the sixth 

semester.  Despite the fact that they were drilled with more difficult practice 

from semester to semester, some students still have low score in reading score. 

That low score can be caused by many factors. One of the possible factors is 

that the students can not comprehend the texts or passages correctly. Actually it 

is important for them to improve their reading comprehension because by 
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comprehending the texts or passages they can get the information and the 

content of their reading. 

For comprehending the texts or passages, students can use various 

strategies in reading. However, most students in English Department are not 

aware to apply any strategies yet. Sometimes they just read the texts or 

passages without catching any goal or information. Actually there are some 

reading strategies which can be used by the students to improve their 

comprehension skill. However, in this research, the researcher investigated 

students’ reading strategies of only three reading strategies. Those strategies 

are Global, Problem Solving, and Support (Mokhtari and Reichard, 2002).  

Therefore, the researcher conducted a descriptive research with the tittle ”A 

Study of Reading Strategies Used by English Department Students Across 

Intakes in Muhammadiyah University Of Purwokerto”. This research was 

aimed to know the types and frequency of reading strategies used by students 

and probability of strategies differences used by students in different intakes. 

B. Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

There were some reasons why researcher chosed the topic. The reasons 

were: 

1. reading is one of the skills which should be mastered by English learners; 

2. there are many students in English Department who got low scores in their 

reading subject; 

3. by having different material, practice, and difficulty level, students in 

different intakes are possible to have different reading strategies; 
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C. Problems of the Research 

Based on the identification of the problems, the researcher formulated the 

research problems as follows: 

1. What type of reading strategies do the students use in their reading process? 

2. How often do students use strategies in the reading process? 

3. Are there any differences of reading strategies which are used by students in 

different intakes? 

D. Aims of the Study 

Based on the problems of the research, the aims of the study are to know: 

1. the type of reading strategies used by English Department students; 

2. the frequency of reading strategies used by students in their reading process; 

3. the difference of reading strategies used by students across intakes. 

E. Clarification of the Terms 

Reading Strategy 

According to Block (1986) in the study of Fenfang Li (2010), reading 

strategies indicate how readers conceive a task, what textual cues they attend 

to, how they make sense of what they read, and what they do when they do not 

understand. 

Actually there are some types of reading strategy according to the experts, 

but in this research, the researcher used theory from Mokhtari and Reichard 

(2002) who divided reading strategies into three types. Those three reading 

strategies were: 
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1. Global Reading Strategy is some intentional and carefully planned 

techniques which are used by learners to monitor or manage their reading. 

2. Problem- Solving Reading Strategy is some actions and procedures that 

learners use while working directly with the text. These are localized and 

focused techniques used when problems develop in understanding textual 

information. 

3. Support Reading Strategy is basic support mechanisms intended to aid the 

learners in comprehending the text. 

F. Contribution of The Research 

The contribution of this research as followed: 

1. For the lecturers 

The result of this research was expected to give more information 

about reading strategies which are used by the students, hence the lecturers 

can consider the method or material to teach them. It also can be used by 

the lecturers to make betterment in their reading class. 

2. For other researchers 

This research can be useful for other researchers who will conduct 

a research with the same topic. They can use this as their references. 
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