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CHAPTER II 

 

THEORITICAL REVIEW  

 

Theoritical review is as a frame for reference of data analysis in the next 

chapter. It is intended to find out the theoretical framework related to the 

study. Dealing with study, it is done in order that the writer‟s study process 

theoretical bases. Therefore, in the following section, the writer elaborates 

teaching English in senior high school, the importance of learning grammar, 

the adjective forms in English. 

 

A. The Importance of Learning Grammar 

Grammar is an aspect of language about which learners have 

different opinion. Some learners are very interested in finding out and 

learning rules and doing lots of grammar exercises. Others hate grammar 

and think it is the most boring part of learning a new language. Whatever 

opinion they have, they can not escape from grammar. 

In encyclopedia America Volume 13 (1980: 151), grammar is 

defined as the study of language works, more specifically. It is the study 

of these system and pattern that operate in a language to give meaning to 

an utterance. Because the language system and patterns that operate in 

English are different from those in Indonesian. Therefore, in order to 
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convey the accurate meaning of English utterances. The English learners 

should know the English system and pattern of English gammar. 

In other book, Hammer (1987: 4) defines grammar as the study and 

practice to the rules by which words change their forms and are 

combained into sentences. It is also defined as the study of rules for 

forming words and combaining them into sentences. 

Having known the definition of grammar, it is not hard for us to 

understand why grammar is useful and important. Without knowing the 

grammar of the language, we would not be able to communicate with 

other people. So, learners can not escape from grammar. 

It is also noted in Encyclopedia America Volume 13, that there are 

some reasons for studying grammar and investigating grammar. 

1. To instruct the young and unlearned in foreign language or in 

the prestige “educated” or “caltivated use of their own 

language. 

2. To keep scared text accurate and therefore effective. 

3. To understand the operation of language it self. 

4. To understand the human mind and it means of operating with 

linguistic symbol. 

Most people learning a new language do not have so much time 

and such an ideal situation. Paul (2001) in his article gives some advices 

that may help the learners to learn grammar more effectively. 
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a. Be aware of grammar. Think about grammar. Notice the aspect 

of English grammar that are the same as or very similar to 

those in your language. (The use of article in Indonesia, for 

example, is similar to their use in English). 

b. Read a lot of English books. It may sound strange but in fact all 

the time you are reading English and also listening to English, 

you are taking in models of correct grammar that will help you 

in your writing and speaking. It will help you when you 

express your ideas and when you come to check your work. Of 

course, it is even better if you can read with the grammatical 

awareness discussed in the last paragraph. 

c. Concentrate on the aspects of grammar you personally find 

most difficult. Particularcy in your writing you can focus on 

these aspects for special care and attention when additing your 

work. 

d. If you do not like to do grammar exercises. Then, it is more 

important that you follow the advice in the paragraph above, 

you should try to work out the patterns and rules of language 

for your self. 

e. If you do like grammar exercise does not mean you will not 

make takes in your own work. Write out some sentences of 

your own than follow the same rule that you are practicing. 
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From these advices, we can state that to learn grammar of 

language, we can take idea or which we begin from the point zero, and 

through the successive attempts we can eventually master the studied 

grammar or language. 

 

B. The Adjective Forms in English 

Adjective has special forms only for comparison. There are three 

degrees of comparison as follows; the positive degree, the comparative 

degree , the superlative degree. (Thompson and Martinet, 1980: 16) 

1. The Positive Degree :  two units are compared to an equal 

degree. 

Positive degree is used to compare two equal things, people etc 

(Khron, 1986: 158). It uses the words the same as, different from, like, 

similar to and as…as. 

a. Comparison using  the same as, similar to, like, different from,  

used to compare people, things, animal, places, etc. 

 The same as 

Subject To be The same as Noun / pronoun 

Dina’s hair Is the same as Uli’s hair 

My uncle’s hobby Is the same as your uncle’s hobby 
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 Similar to 

Subject To be Similar to Noun / pronoun 

That house is similar to my house 

Her  face is similar to her sister’s face 

 

 Like 

Subject To be Like Noun / pronoun 

Ann’s car is Like my car 

My brother is Like my brother 

 

 

 Different from 

Subject To be Different from 

Noun / 

pronoun 

Susan’s car is different from Susi’s car 

My shoes is different from Andi’s shoes 

 

b. Comparison using the same, similar, different used to compare things, 

people, animal, etc that have two subjects, here they are as the 

predicate of sentence. 
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 The same 

Subject To be The same 

My sister shirt and mine are the same 

Their bag are the same 

 

 Similar 

Subject To be Similar 

Monkey and ape are similar 

Rectangle and square are similar 
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 Different  

Subject To be Different 

Boys and girl are different 

Their job are different 

 

c. Comparison using as…..as 

Swan (1980: 142) says that there are several importance of 

grammatical constructions used for  comparing two states or adjectives 

when we wants to say thing are equal, In some say, we often use the 

structure as……as. 

 As…….as 

Subject To be As…….as Noun / pronoun 

He is as smart as her mother 

Your shoes is as expensive as my watch 

 

 For the negative form we can put not before as……as or so…….as 

Subject 
To be + 

not 
As/so…….as Noun / pronoun 

Purwokerto is not as/so crowded as Jakarta 

Yuda is not as/so clever as Yuni 
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d. Comparison using the same + N + as is used with noun 

The exchange from adjective to noun that is used in the pattern 

of S + V / be + the same + N + as + noun / pronoun 

Adjective Noun 

- thick, thin - thickness 

- deep, shallow - depth 

- old, young - age 

- light, heavy - weight 

- slow, fast - speed 

- red, white, black, yellow, etc - color 

- high, tall, short, low - height 

- hard, soft - hardness 

- expensive, cheap - price 

- big, small, large - size 

- far, near, close - distance 

- strong, weak - strength 

- long, sort - length 
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Subject 
To be + 

not 
The same + N + as Noun / pronoun 

He Is the same age as my brother 

My bag Is the same price as yours 

 

2. The Comparative Degree : two units are compared to an unequal 

degree. 

The comparative degree is used to compare two unequal things or 

people (Khron, 1991: 94). 

The comparative form is –er or more that is used in adjective. 

a. The suffix –er is used with adjectives of one syllable. 

short shorter 

high higher 

 

Subject 
To be + 

not 
Adj + er + than Noun / pronoun 

My Ruler is shorter than Andi’s ruler 

Semeru mount is higher than Slamet mount 
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b. When a one syllable adjective ends in one vowel + a consonant, 

double the consonant and add -er 

big bigger 

hot hotter 

 

Subject 
To be + 

not 
Adj + er + than Noun / pronoun 

Town is bigger than village 

Today is hotter than yesterday 

 

 

c. Suffix –er  used with adjectives that end in –y (two syllables), the –

y is changed to –i 

lazy lazier 

easy easier 

 

Subject 
To be + 

not 
Adj + er + than Noun / pronoun 

Kunto Is lazier than his brother 

The homework Is easier than before 
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d. The word more and less are used with most adjectives of two 

syllables or more. Less is the opposite of more that is used to 

negative comparison. 

important more important 

 less important 

famous more famous 

 less famous 

 

Subject 
To be + 

not 
Adj + er + than Noun / pronoun 

Studying is more important than chatting 

The Titans is less famous than Peterpan 

 

 

3. The superlative degree 

The superlative compares three or more thing or people. 

The superlative form is – est and most that is used adjective. 

a. The suffix –est is used with adjectives of one syllable 

tall tallest 

fat fattest 
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Subject 
To be + 

not 
The + adj +est Noun / pronun 

Alex is the tallest boy in his family 

The homework is the fattest of all 

 

b. When a one syllable adjective ends in one vowel + a consonant, 

double the consonant and add - est. 

big biggest 

tall tallest 

 

Subject 
To be + 

not 
The + adj +est Noun / pronun 

My ball is the biggest one 

Tuti is the tallest girl among her girls 

 

c. Suffix –est used with adjective ends in y (two syllable), the –y is 

changed to –i. 

Happy happiest 

Funny funniest 
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Subject 
To be + 

not 
The + adj +est Noun / pronoun 

This is the happiest day of my life 

Tessy is the funniest comedian 

 

d. The words most and least are used with most adjectives of two 

syllables or more. Least is the opposite of most that used to negative 

comparison. 

beautiful most beautiful 

 least beautiful 

interesting most interesting 

 least interesting 

 

In this study, the writer focuses on the comparative degree. 

The comparative degree compares two units are compared to an 

unequal degree. 
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IREGULAR COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES TABLE 

Positive Comparative Superlative 

good better best 

bad worse worst 

many more most 

much more most 

little less least 

far 
farther 

(of distance only) 

farthest 

(of distance only) 

far further furthest 

 

 

C. Error Analysis 

Richard (1974: 25) states that he argues that “mistake” refers to 

performance and it unsystematic, while “error” to refer to the systematic of 

learners from which we are able to reconstruct his knowledge of the language, 

i.c. his transitional competence. Nababan ( 1993 : 131 ) states that mistake 

don‟t occur consistenly. In this case, the language users are making mistakes 

because they have understood the language rules well or not least ever known 

it before. So, they are able to reconstruct their language immediately. In the 

reverse, errors may occur consistenly. The language users are usually not 

conscious  of making errors, because they haven‟t understood or even don‟t 
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knows at all the language rules should be applied, they are not able to 

reconstruct their language immediately. 

According to Richard (1974:173) mentions that there are two factors of 

errors: Interlanguage errors and intralingual and developmental error: 

1. Interlanguage errors are caused by the interference of the learner‟s mother 

tongue. Some sentences represent errors of a different class regardless of 

the learner‟s language background. 

2. Intralingual errors are errors that are caused by students, difficulties in 

learning the target language itself. Here there is no interference of mother 

tongue to target language. There are four categories of intralingual errors, 

those are : Over–generalization, Ignorance of the rule restrictions, 

incomplete application of rules and false concepts hypothesized. 

a) Over–generalization  

Richard (1974:174) states that Intralingual errors of this 

category is they over generalize the form of the sentence in language. 

The errors occur when students create deviant structure based on their 

experience of the instances where the learner creates a deviant 

structure on the basis of their experience of other structures in the 

target language. For example: “She is the same ages as him”  it should 

be She is the same age as him. 
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            b) Ignorance of rule restrictions 

The learner gets failure to observe the restrictions of existing 

structures, that is application of rules to contexts where do not apply. 

This errors occurs when the students respond to the English 

grammatical item are unfamiliar. As the result, they try to create forms 

based on their own anologies, which are unacceptable in English ( 

Richard, 1974 : 175 ). For example: English is more easier than Math. 

It should be English is easier than Math.  

            c)    Incomplete Application of Rules 

This category we may make note the occurrence of structures 

whose deviancy represents the degree of development of the rules 

required to produce acceptable utterances. Perhaps a question, in a 

statement form, omits one of the transformations or a question word 

may be added to the statement. The students do not apply the complete 

form of the target language. For example: the question, what is he 

feeling? And the answer he is feeling is good. 

d) False Concepts hypothesized 

The faulty comprehension of distinctions in the target language 

is  due to poor gradation of teaching items. For example: angel is was 

happy it should be Angel was happy or Angel is happy. 
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