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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

The Covid-19 pandemic that has hit all over the world has had a 

profound impact on human life. This virus was first discovered in Wuhan 

China in November 2019 and is spreading very rapidly around the world. 

According to World Health Organization (WHO), this virus is one of the 

viruses that are dangerous to humans, and after WHO announced that the 

Covid-19 virus was a pandemic, on March 16, 2020, President Joko Widodo 

imposed social distancing and all activities such as work, school, and worship 

must be carried out at home. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has greatly affected people's activities. The 

effects of this pandemic are felt by the community, people who used to be 

able to do activities outside the home after the pandemic had to work at home. 

This of course has a big impact in various fields such as economic and social, 

including education. Indonesian Government, related to the pandemic 

situation that occurred in Indonesia, announced a rule that schools were 

closed and learning activities by teachers and students that were initially 

carried out face to face offline had to be carried out at home through E-

learning. Nadim Makarim as a Minister of Education in Indonesia suggested 

that learning activities be carried out online through applications such as 
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Zoom, Google Meet, Google Classroom, Ruang Guru,  Zenius, and so on as a 

medium for teaching and learning activities in Indonesia. 

Teaching and learning activities are interactions carried out by the 

teachers and students that aim to acquire knowledge, behaviour, and skills. 

The learning activities provided by the teacher to students greatly affect the 

results that students will get in learning activities. This is because teachers 

have a big role in influencing student learning outcomes, teachers who 

provide motivation continuously will make students feel motivated to 

continue. Teaching and learning activities are very important for students. 

Teachers, or lecturers act as a source of knowledge in schools or campus, 

students are taught about the material to be studied directly, but since Covid-

19 broke out in Indonesia, direct learning cannot be done. To overcome this, 

learning must be done online. Online learning is new learning held in 

Indonesia where this learning is carried out through online media and students 

only need to access it at home.  

Teaching and learning activities carried out online are a challenge for 

teachers or lecturers and students, there are many important factors to support 

learning that is carried out online, one of the factors that greatly influence it is 

the internet signal. Internet signals are very influential in the learning process 

carried out online because if the internet signal is not stable, learning 

activities will be disrupted. Not only signals but internet quotas also affect 

learning. During the Covid-19 pandemic, Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Purwokerto used on- class (online classes) for learning activities, not only 
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that, other media such as zoom, Google meet, Google classroom and other 

online learning media are also used. 

Related to this online learning, everyone has different perceptions in 

reacting to it. Everyone has a different opinion or view in seeing the same 

thing (object). This difference in view can be followed up with different 

behaviours or actions. That view is called perception. A person's perception 

will determine how he will view the world. Perception is experienced about 

acquired objects, events, or relationships by inferring information and 

interpreting messages. Perception is the process of sensory cues and past 

experiences that is organized to give us a structured picture and meaningful in 

a particular situation. 

Since the Covid-19 pandemic occurred in Indonesia, learning 

activities must be held online. This online learning needs to be studied more 

deeply, by looking at student responses so that in its implementation it can be 

seen which forms of online learning are effective for students. Therefore, the 

researcher wanted to know how the perception of English language education 

students regarding online learning that has been held since the Covid-19 

pandemic occurred. 

B. Research Problem 

Based on the background stated above, the problem formulation is “What is 

the English students’ perceptions of Online Learning during Covid-19 in 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto?” 
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C. Aims of the Research 

This study is aimed to find out the English students’ perceptions of Online 

Learning during Covid-19 in Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto. 

 

D. Contribution of the Research 

After knowing the results of this study, the authors hope the results of the 

research can be useful: 

1. For Readers 

The results of this research can be used as a reference and literacy by 

readers to increase their insight regarding student perceptions about online 

learning 

2. For other Researchers 

The author hope that this research can be useful for other researchers who 

are researching the same topic. Besides, this research can serve as 

inspiration and motivation for other researchers to do research better. 

3. For English Department 

The author hopes that this research will be useful for English education 

study programs as literacy and reading material about how students' 

perceptions of online learning 
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