
INTRODUCTION 

A.1 Background of The Research 

Satanism and Anti-Christianity are topics that often avoided to be 

discussed, although, in fact, both have become a lifestyle, philosophy, even 

religion (Howe, 2005: 1). Satanism and anti-Christianity are avoided because 

both of them do not believe in God's spirit (Christian= Jesus Christ). They prefer 

believe in evil/satan. Meanwhile, worshiping negative spirit is forbidden in any 

region it violates the norms of society. 

Satanism is a philosophy of religion which includes the concept that 

animals and humans should that depicted a human experience, including actual 

experiences directly as well as indirectly achieved through imagination or 

through the media for transmitting information (Gilmore, 2007: 68). 

In The Satanic Bible by Anton LaVey, satanism is a belief in the offering of 

Satan in which Satan is their God. The Satanists do not believe in the existence of 

God, angels, heaven or hell, fairies, and other supernatural beings. In general, 

the Satanist is represented by an inverted pentagram symbol and the Baphomet 

head is in the middle. Baphomet is a God who is described as a goat-headed 

human who has horns and wings. Satanist itself has a place of worship, a Satanist 

church founded by Anton Szandor LaVey (Anton LaVey) and often referred to as 

the LaVeyan school. Anton LaVey is called the Satanist father because he created 

the Satanist church and the Satanist Bible. 
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Part of the reasons for the attractiveness of LaVeyan Satanism is its ability 

to hold together a number of diverse meanings found in this symbol. In the 

Western cultural tradition, the Devil represents much more than absolute evil. By 

default, the Prince of Darkness has come to embody some very attractive 

attributes. For example, because traditional Christianity has been so anti-sensual, 

Satan became associated with sex. LaVeyan Satanism celebrates such "vices" as 

virtues, and identifies them as the core of what Satanism is really all about. 

(Lewis, 2002) 

Regarding these, the previous studies by Muhammad Ferri Setiawan in his 

thesis titled Satanism And Anti-Christianity In Black Metal (Semiotics on A Live 

Concert Video of Black Metal Band Gorgoroth, In Black Mass Event at Krakow, 

Poland 2004) mention that Symbols of Satanism and Anti-Christianity that was 

once used as an intermediary ritual, now represented with a different packaging 

forms and media such as music, so it can be assimilated easily to produce a new 

product.  

However, in journal titled The Psychology of Satanic Worship by Gavin 

Ivey, Satanism is defined as a specific religious cult, characterized by the 

inversion of Christian norms and ideology. It is argued that the apparent increase 

in Satanic activity is related to a socio-economic context of radical cultural 

change, turmoil, and social instability. Contemporary white adolescents, feeling 

alienated, anxious, and powerless, are attracted to Satanism as a means of 
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obtaining magical power and control over their destiny. Satanism, in addition, 

meets specific psychological needs which are not met by other forms of religious 

worship. 

For those reasons above, this research attempts to study deeper about 

satanism. The theme of Satanism also appears in music videos, one of which is 

the music video that discusses Satanism is Billie Eilish's music video.  This study 

focuses on Satanism that reflected using semiotic analysis in 4 music videos and 

the lyric of the songs by Billie Eilish. Those music videos are “You Should See Me 

in a Crown, When the Party's Over, Bury a Friend and All the Good Girls Go to 

Hell”. Those songs are not difficult to understand, but the dark atmosphere in 

the songs makes them have their own characteristic. Her songs are known to be 

popular because most of them are related to depression, anxiety and other 

mental issues. Her songs are known to be against the mainstream idea of pop 

music, hence a lot of people assume that her songs are somehow inspired by 

Satanism. Billie tends to be consistent with the dark side of the atmosphere. 

Music video is an audio and visual display. Music videos are made to tell the 

contents of the songs made by the musician. In addition, music video can also be 

used as a marketing medium that sells the names of artists and popularized 

songs. 

Billie Eilish's album entitled “When We All Fall Asleep, Where Do We 

Go?”    was released on March 29th. In the Billie Eilish album, there are 14 songs. 
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Those songs are !!!!!!!, Bad Guy, Xanny, You Should See Me in a Crown, All the 

Good Girls Go to Hell, Wish You Were Gay, When the Party's Over, 8, My Strange 

Addiction, Bury a Friend, Ilomilo, Listen Before I Go, I Love You and Goodbye. 

Billie Eilish is known to often use music to talk about her mental health and 

Tourette syndrome. When he was early into adolescence, he had hurt himself 

due to depression. (CNN)Grammy-nominated singer Billie Eilish is talking about 

some very dark times in her life, when she was self-inflicting cuts on her arms 

and even considering suicide. 

 She becomes the first artist born after 2000 to land the New Musical 

Express (NME) Album of The Year. She becomes very famous and extremelly 

popular, especially amongst the young generation. Post by @creativedisc on 9 

April 2019, Billie got #1 Billboard 200 in 17 years old. Her album “When We All 

Fall Asleep. Where Do We Go?”. Billie Eilish and Finneas just won Song of The 

Year for their hit "bad guy" at the 62nd GRAMMY Awards. Billie and her producer 

/ big brother accepted the award together on stage. Earlier in the show, the 18-

year-old pop powerhouse performed "when the party's over" for her GRAMMY 

stage musical debut. She also won Best Pop Vocal Album, for her massive 2019 

debut LP, When We All Fall Asleep, Where Do We Go?, which "bad guy" is on. 

Finneas earned Producer of The Year, Non-Classical as well, for his work on the 

album. By the end of Music's Biggest Night, each sibling went home with five 

golden gramophones each, including for Record of The Year for "bad guy" and 

Album of The Year for the LP. Celebrating her triumphant, non-conformist rise to 
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pop stardom, Billie also earned Best New Artist. Congrats you two! (Ana Monroy 

Yglesias, 2020) 

Arielle Anderson has written her reviews in the website The Pop Song 

Professor (2019) about Billie’s song “All the Good Girls Go to Hell”. The review 

says that: 

All the Good Girls Go to Hell” is one of the darker songs Billie Eilish has 
released, as it is written from the perspective of someone who has given 
up on being good and rejects God and the moral absolutes that 
accompany a belief in God. People of all faiths or lack thereof would likely 
agree that an abandonment of morality is harmful to both that individual 
and those around them. The pain, confusion and anger that leads to such 
a choice is heartbreaking…. 

   Anderson, Arielle. www.popsongprofessor.com. 

2019. 

The statement above supports the researcher’s idea that there is 

Satanism framed in Billie Eilish’s music videos. Based on the interview with 

Rebecca Schiller on billboard.com (2018), Eilish also discusses her favorite lyric 

from her own song You Should See Me in the Crown:   

I like the way they all scream. It's pretty simple, but I think it's dope. I feel 
like if I heard that, I'd be freaked out and I love being freaked out, so I 
really want to freak other people out. I just want it to sound like, if you 
heard it in a dark room, it'd be fucking scary. So terrifying…but that's the 
goal, is to freak everybody out. My songs have in the past just been sad, 
and sadder and some more sad and so to write a song that's kind of 
almost empowering, that was not even something I ever thought of doing 
or wanted to do, even. 
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     Billie Eilish. www.billboard.com. 

2018. 

Meanwhile, Tyler Damara Kelly (2018) When the Party’s Over is Eilish’s 

latest single which was written and produced by Finneas O’Connor, who is her 

brother and long-time collaborator. Despite being a simple song, that is most 

similar to the stripped back melancholia of ‘idontwannabeyouanymore’, Eilish 

voiced her experience of the challenging recording process, via Instagram, 

saying; “I literally killed myself making this song.” What starts off as angelic 

vocals harmonising a choral hum, develops into a piano ballad that is about going 

through a break-up. The lyrics are relatable and showcases the range in Eilish’s 

voice with her moodier mid-tone weaving in and out of velveteen falsettos, “I’ll 

only hurt you if you let me. Call me a friend but keep me closer.” 

In an interview with Tom Powers on Q on CBC, Eilish makes it clear that 

she just wants to make music, whenever, wherever. When asked about her 

musical direction, she said, “I just want to make exactly what I want to make, 

when I want to make it”. "When the Party's Over" indeed feels like a song that 

Eilish has crafted on her own terms. Then, she is talented, there's no denying 

that. When she opens her mouth, a beautiful, haunting sound emerges. As for 

the message in this breakthrough hit, it swirls around themes that are dark and 

lonely, hinting at a longing for love that has been shattered by the harsh reality 

of dysfunction and disappointment. 
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All those 4 music videos “You Should See Me in a Crown, When the 

Party's Over, Bury a Friend and All the Good Girls Go to Hell” that have the same 

theme. Billie music videos offer up an index of fears, rivalry, rejection, drugs, 

sexuality, whipped up into gothic melodrama. Amid the imagery of blood, death, 

cannibalism and horror. Those songs were chosen because they have Satanism 

symbol. 

The research focuses on sign of Satanism that reflected in the “You 

Should See Me in a Crown, When the Party's Over, Bury a Friend and All the 

Good Girls Go to Hell" on Billie Eilish music videos using a semiotic approach by 

Roland Barthes. Barthes analyzed the signs within two main semiotic concepts: 

the signified and the signifier. Barthes called the semiotic signs as the function 

signs which are related to the use context because they use and carry 

significance at the same time. In his semiological approach, Barthes considered 

the analysis of concrete sign as culture and ideology or myth. Myth is a 

traditional tale that is shared by a group of people in which each culture has its 

own myth. Myth is beliefs in every culture. Thus, myth is considered the first 

source of knowledge for primitive people in ancient times. 

In case, this research will analyze of Satanism sign in some Billie Eilish 

music videos using semiotic theory by Roland Barthes, and revealing their 

involvements with representation of Satanist. For example, in one video there 

are lyrics that contain Satanism symbols such as "Me to make you my art and 
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make you a star" which can be interpreted that the Billie Eilish in the lyrics 

becomes a living doll of Lucifer and will make Billie a famous artist. "For the debt 

I owe, gotta sell my soul" because Billie had given her soul to Satan so she 

became famous.  

According to Feyrouz Bouzida, “Barthes identified a myth as a type of 

speech but of course not any type because ‘language needs special conditions in 

order to become a myth (Barthes 1972). For Barthes a myth is a message that 

belongs to the communicative system, he considered it as a mode of significance. 

With hindsight, we can say that a myth represents the second order- meaning of 

the signified while connotation is the second-order of meaning of the signifier.” 

A.2 Problem of the Research 

As it is explained at the background of the research, this research focuses 

on answering this following question: 

How is Satanism reflected in the Billie Eilish music videos? 

A.3 Objective of the Research 

Based on the research problem, this research objective purposes to 

answer the problem question in order to analyze signs of Satanism represented 

on “You Should See Me in a Crown, When the Party's Over, Bury a Friend and All 

the Good Girls Go to Hell” on Billie Eilish music videos using Roland Barthes 

Semiotic. 
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A.4 Significances of the Research 

There are two significances of the research; they are explained 

theoretically and practically. 

Theoretically, this research is expected to give proper contribution in 

using semiotic theory in literary theory, especially in study of semiotic. 

Practically, this research can assist the readers understand to apply the 

theory into an analysis and expected to give new knowledge about semiotic 

theory application in music videos and be able to make as reference in further 

research as well.  

A.5 Limitation of the Research 

In regard to the problems, the research will focus only on signs of 

Satanism on “You Should See Me in a Crown, When the Party's Over, Bury a 

Friend and All the Good Girls Go to Hell” on Billie Eilish music videos and the 

lyrics. 

A.6 Organization of the Research 

This research is arranged into five chapters. The first chapter consists of 

background of the research, problem statements of the research, objectives of 

the research, significances of the research, limitation of the research and 

organization of the research. In the second chapter, there will be a discussion 

about the theoretical framework which explains the definition and theory of 
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semiotic and the review of related researches. The third chapter will state about 

the research method, which includes; the type of the research, data and source 

of data, method of collecting data, technique of collecting data and method of 

analyzing data. In the fourth chapter of the research, will cover about the data 

description data analysis and the discussion result of interpreting the sign’s 

meaning. The last chapter will be the conclusion and suggestions. 
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