
CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

F. WRITING 

1. Definition  

Most of people have certain ways to deliver their message in communication. 

One of the ways in communication is writing. According to Nunan (2003: 88), 

writing is the process of thinking to find the ideas, thinking about how to express to 

make a good writing, and arranging the ideas into statements and paragraphs clearly.  

Brown (2001: 336) identifies writing as the process of putting ideas down on 

paper to transform thought into words, to sharpen main ideas, to give the structure 

and coherent organization.  

According to Heaton (1975: 127), writing is a task which involves students to 

make grammatically correct sentences by manipulating words into the form of a 

piece of continuous writing with successfully communicate the writers’ ideas on a 

certain topic. 

Based on the definition above, the writer can conclude that writing is an 

activity to turn ideas into paragraphs. In this activity the learners have to be able to 

express their ideas into good writing.  

 

2. The Importance  

Writing is very important skill because with writing the people have an 

opportunity to share their ideas into written text. Besides that, writing is the primary 

basis upon which communication, history, record keeping, and art begins. Writing is 

the frame work of our communication. 
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The function of writing can be applied in everyday activities such as, writing 

letters, messages, articles, news, short stories, novels, etc.  

Therefore, it can be concluded that writing skill is important to be learned. As 

a learner, they should understand about how to express their ideas in written form.  

 

3. The Purposes  

According to Grenville, there are three purposes of writing, namely: 

a. To entertain 

Here means writing to entertain generally takes the form of imaginary or creative 

writing. It means that, the writer needs to use his/her creativity. It must not make 

the readers laugh, but engage their feeling in some ways.  

b. To inform 

Here means, writing to inform has purpose to tell the reader about something.  

c. To persuade 

Here means, the writer tries to convince the readers about something that is point 

of view is valid by presenting the fact/data, so the readers follow the writer’s 

opinions and act upon it.  

In conclusion, the purpose of writing is not only to express ideas, feeling, or 

thought in written symbol but it has also specific purposes such as, to entertain, to 

inform, and to persuade the readers.  

 

4. The Elements 

Writing skill is complex and difficult to teach. It requires mastery of not only 

grammatical patterns but also the rule of writing such as organization in developing 

ideas, and choosing vocabulary and sentence structure to create good statements.  
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Besides that, there are also some elements of writing, such as content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanic. So, the students have to be 

careful in writing and hopefully the students can get good achievement in writing.  

Jacobs (1981:90) states that there are five elements of writing process that 

have to be considered to make the writers successful in their writing. 

a. Content which refers to the substance of writing, the main idea (unity). It is 

identified by seeing the topic sentence. The topic sentence should express main 

idea and reflect the entire group. 

b. Organization which refers to the logical organization of the content (coherence). 

It is related to the ideas that stick together so that the ideas run smoothly within 

the paragraph. 

c. Vocabulary which refers to the selection of words those are suitable with the 

content. It can be identified by seeing the words choice or diction in order to 

convey ideas to the reader. 

d. Language use which refers to the use of correct grammatical form and syntactic 

pattern. It is identified from the construction of well-formed sentence. 

e. Mechanic which refers to the use of graphic conventional of the language. It is 

identified by seeing the usage of spelling, punctuation, and capitalization within 

the paragraph.  

From the theories above, it can be stated that writing is one of difficult skill 

that should be considered in arranging the statements. Here means, writing is the 

ability to arrange the graphic system such as letters, words and sentences in the 

language being used in order that the reader can understand the message and 

information intended. 
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5. The Types  

In teaching writing there are also some types of writing. These are types of 

writing taught in Junior High School: 

a. Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is a text to describe a particular person, things or places. 

The social function of descriptive is to describe a particular person, things or 

places. The generic structures of descriptive text are identification and 

description. Identification contain of the description of the subject that will be 

introduce. Meanwhile, description part contains of the information about the 

subject more detail. It will consist of the characteristics, qualities, abilities, etc. 

The language features of descriptive text are the use of simple present tense and 

the focus on specific participant such as, things, places, or person.  

b. Recount Text 

Recount is a text which retells events or experiences in the past. The 

purpose of recount text is to inform or entertain the reader. The generic structure 

of recount text is orientation contain of introducing the participants, place, and 

time. Event is describing series of event that happened in the past. Reorientation 

contain of personal comment of the writer to the story. The language features of 

recount text are introducing personal participants, using chronological 

connection, using linking verb, using action verb, and also using simple past 

tense.  

c. Narrative Text 

Narrative text is a story with complication or problematic events and it tries 

to find the resolutions to solve the problems. The purpose of narrative text is to 

amuse or to entertain the reader with the story. The generic structure of narrative 
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text is orientation, complication, resolution, and re-orientation. The language 

feature of narrative text is focus on specific individualized participants, the use of 

simple past tense, and the use of temporal conjunction. 

 

6. The Criteria of Good Writing 

In writing, the writer has to be careful in producing sentences. The writer 

should express their ideas semantically and grammatically well. In this research, 

there are some criteria of writing, namely: 

a. Concord  

1) The use of pronoun 

For example: 

“My father is a doctor; she works in Siaga Medika Hospital”. (Incorrect) 

“My father is a doctor; he works in Siaga Medika Hospital”. (Correct) 

2) The use of singular and plural forms for verbs and pronouns 

For example: 

“A student need….” (Incorrect) 

“A student needs….” (Correct) 

3) The use of nouns after the following words 

a) One, a, an, each, and every are followed by countable singular nouns. 

For example: 

“An apples….” (Incorrect) 

“An apple….” (Correct) 

b) Two, three, etc. many, these, those and few are followed by countable 

plural nouns. 

For example: 
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“Three boy” (Incorrect) 

“Three boys” (Correct) 

b. Finite verbs 

A finite verb is a verb which has the subject and shows tense. 

For example: 

“Wrote a novel” (Incorrect) 

“Hayati wrote a novel” (Correct) 

c. Sentence 

Sentence is a group of words that contain of subject, verb, object, etc. A sentence 

is written down, begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop. 

For example: 

“I go to the Gramedia and I bought a book” (Incorrect) 

“I go to the Gramedia and I buy a book.” (Correct) 

d. Punctuation 

Punctuation is the use of symbols such as full stop, comma, capital letter, 

possessive apostrophe or question mark to divide written words into sentences. 

For example: 

“Sri house is very elegant.” (Incorrect) 

“Sri’s house is very elegant.” (Correct) 

e. Spelling 

Spelling is forming words with the correct letters in the correct orders. 

For example: 

“Seating in the chair.” (Incorrect) 

“Sitting in the chair.” (Correct) 
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f. Articles 

Articles is the use of a, some, the, that, etc in a sentence. 

For example: 

“She has some book.” (Incorrect) 

“She has some books.” (Correct) 

g. Verbs Groups 

Verbs groups are the use of verb in question and negative construction have the 

correct form. 

For example:  

“Ariq does not attending.” (Incorrect) 

“Ariq does not attend.” (Correct) 

 

7. Writing Stages  

According to Hamp-Lyons and Heasley (1987: 2-3 in Nunan 1991: 91), 

writing is commonly seen as a three-stage process: pre-writing, writing, and 

rewriting. The writing process can be summarized as follows: 

a. Pre-writing 

In this activity, the writer should select the general subjects, restricts the topic, 

generates the ideas and organized the ideas. 

b. Writing 

In writing, the writer sets on a paper the ideas in his or her mind into words, 

sentences, paragraph and so on to create a writing effectively. 
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c. Rewriting 

The writer concerns with his or her evaluation of writing deal mainly with 

correcting the content and form, vocabularies, punctuation, grammar, writing 

errors, word duplications and omissions (Edelstein and Pival, 1998: 11). 

 

8. Teaching Writing  

Teaching writing is teaching the students how to express the idea or 

imagination in written words (Finocchiaro, 1964: 129). In this activity, the students 

extend their abilities to write fluently in a variety of situations for a variety of 

purposes and audiences. 

Based on the statement above, it can be said that teaching writing is to train 

the students how to express ideas or imaginations in written word. Here, the role of 

the teacher is needed to guide and help them, organize and develop their ideas to 

make their pieces of writing better.  

Based on the stages of writing, there are also some major skills in teaching 

writing, namely: 

a. Introducing New Language  

The teacher job at this stage of the lesson is to present the students clear 

information about the language they are learning. The teacher has to show 

students what the new language means and how it is used. 

b. Practice 

The teacher should consider the material design and techniques to give students 

practice in specific items of language. 
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c. Communicative Activities 

In this stage, the teacher will consider activities for communication output, which 

comply as far as with characteristic we said, were necessary for communication 

activities. 

 

G. DESCRIPTIVE TEXT 

1. Definition  

Descriptive text is a text which says what a person or a thing is like or look 

like. Its purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place or thing, for 

example, describing member of family, hospital, animal, etc. A descriptive text is 

considered as the simplest and easiest writing form compared to narrative, recount, or 

procedure text, particularly for the beginning writer (Ellis et. al., 1989). 

 

2. Components  

a. Generic Structure 

The generic structure of descriptive text consists of two parts, namely: 

1) Identification 

Identification contains the description about the subject that will be 

introduced. 

2) Description 

Description contains the information about the subject in more detail. It 

consists of characteristics, qualities, abilities and parts of something.  

b. Language Features 

1) Focus in Specific Participants 
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It means that the subject focuses from the beginning of the text. For example, 

my house, my sister, Borobudur temple, etc. 

2) The use of Adjective and Compound Adjective  

It is used to clarify or modify the noun. For example, a beautiful sky, a 

handsome boy, etc. 

3) The use of Simple Present Tense 

It means that the form of sentences used in descriptive text is simple present 

tense. It tells the real situation in life, so this kind of text is use simple present 

tense. 

4) The use of Action Verb 

It means that there is a verb which is show the activity. For example, read, 

write, sleep, talk, etc.  

  

H. ROUND TABLE MODEL 

1. Definition  

Round table model is a kind of cooperative learning model in teaching 

learning process. This kind of model is usually used to create an effective learning 

process. Cooperative learning refers to the instructional use of small groups so that 

the students work together to maximize their own and each other’s learning (Johnson, 

et. al., 1992). Through cooperative learning model the teacher can create the learning 

process more effective and efficient.  

Round table model is cooperative learning model where the students take 

turn generating responses, solving problems, or making contribution to project and 

sit in a round table (Kagan, 1994: 634). 
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Round table model is kind of academic discussion and consist of 4 or 6 

person in each group. Each person is given equal right to participate, there is no 

learners who cannot share their ideas. This model requires each learner in a group to 

have input. Each learner has a copy of the questions, etc. but mark only on a 

“master” respond sheet that includes a space for an individual response and space for 

a group response. The master sheet is passed from one student to another with each 

person reading a question and responding to the problem, question or situation. The 

responder reads his/her answer to the group and gives an explanation for the 

response. The student then writes his/her name next to the response. 

According to Zainal Aqib, the purpose of round table model is to make the 

learner have same opportunity to contribute and listen to the views and thought of 

other members.  

From the explanation above, the writer can conclude that round table model 

is one of cooperative learning model which can be used for teaching English, 

especially teaching writing descriptive text. Each member in groups can deliver their 

ideas based on their understanding. So, it is effective ways to teach the learner in 

learning process.  

 

2. Steps in Implementing Round Table Model 

The steps in implementing round table model (Barkley, et al., 2005: 80), namely: 

a) Making a group consisting of 4-5 students 

b) Giving each group a theme or a title 

c) Asking one of the members to write only one word / phrase related to the theme 

/ title. It starts with word classifications; nouns, verbs, adverbs, and so on.  
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d) Asking him/her to give the paper to the left-side friend to do the same thing. Do 

this until they cannot find any word/phrase related to the theme/title. 

e) After they think the words/phrases are sufficient, asking the group to write a text 

using the words/phrases they collected. 

f) Asking each group to stick their papers on the wall. 

g) Asking each group to read and edit (making a correction/editorial feedback) on 

another group’s work. 

h) Asking each group to revise their work/writing. 

 

3. The Strengths and weaknesses 

a. The strength in the use of Round Table model are  as follows: 

1) It can develop and encourage critical thinking skills and teamwork. It means 

that, each student will think about some of the answers based on the theme 

then they will write down their answers on the question sheet. 

2) It requires interdependence. It means that, the students can have interaction 

with each other as teamwork to share their answers. 

3) It requires responsibility in which each member of the group must have an 

active contribution in cooperating. It can create the active student in their 

cooperation to find the answer based on the theme. 

b. Weaknesses in the use of cooperative learning model Round Table is as follows: 

1) Some students may be confused with this treatment. Sometimes, the 

instruction from the teacher can make some of the students confused with 

what they must do because this model is still new for them. Besides that, the 

students may be too weak to catch up the material that is delivered by the 

teacher by using this model. 
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2) Teachers in the beginning will make mistakes in class management. This will 

happen when the teacher does not have good preparation to use this model.  

 

I. REVIEWS OF RELEVANT STUDY 

There are some previous studies taken by some researchers in both ESL and EFL. 

Risti Wulandari (2014) in her final project entitled Improving Students’ Writing Ability 

by Using Round Table Model. She found out there was an improvement of the students’ 

achievement in SMA Negeri 1 Ngemplak in writing ability after being taught using 

round table model. She said that there was significant process on the students’ writing 

before and after using round table model. It was supported by the significant result of the 

pre-test that was lower (46.24) than the post-test (64.45).  

Furthermore, Ni Kadek Sri Ambarwati (2013) in her final project entitled The 

Application of Round Table to Improve Writing Skill of The Eight Students of SMP 

Negeri 1 Amlapura in Academic year 2013/2014. She said that, there was significant 

improvement of students’ writing skill. The mean score of pre-test was 61.97. 

Meanwhile, the mean score of post-test was 73.41.  

According to Meiken Nastiti (2015) in her final project entitled Teaching Writing 

Descriptive Text by Using Round Table Technique at The Eight Grade Students of SMP 

Negeri 1 Semen. She said that, the students’ writing ability before being taught by using 

Round Table Technique got the mean score only 62.43, but the students’ writing ability 

after being taught by using Round Table Technique got the mean score of 72.43. 

From the above previous relevant studies, the writer would like to use Round 

Table Model for Teaching Writing Descriptive Text to the eleventh grade students of 

SMP Negeri 6 Purwokerto.  
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J. HYPOTHESIS 

The hypothesis of this research is that round table model is effective to teach 

descriptive text for Junior High School students. The writer believes that the 

effectiveness of round table model in teaching writing descriptive text is good enough. 

This consideration comes from the advantages of round table model explained above, in 

reviews of relevant study.  
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