
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

G. Background of The Study 

In learning English, learners have to be able to get the four language skills, 

namely listening, speaking, writing and reading. One of the language skills which will be 

the focus of this research is writing.  

According to Nunan (2003:88), writing is the mental of inventing ideas, thinking 

about how to express them, organizing them into statements and paragraphs that will be 

clear to a reader. 

Besides, Brown (2001: 336) identifies writing as the process of putting ideas 

down on paper to transform thought into words, to sharpen your main ideas, to give them 

structures and coherent organization.  

Based on the definitions above, it can be concluded that writing is a process of 

expressing ideas into written statements or paragraphs.  

Writing involves all aspects of language such as, contents, organizations, 

vocabulary, language use, and mechanics. Heaton (1988: 135) states that writing skills 

are complex and sometimes difficult to teach, requiring mastery not only grammatical 

and rhetoric devices but also conceptual and judgemental elements. Writing is not easy 

skill, so the learners have to be able to master those elements of writing. Based on 

syllabus and semester program of Junior High School, descriptive text is one of text 

types which are firstly taught. So, it must be mastered by students. 

Descriptive text means a text which describes a particular person, place, or thing 

(Depdiknas, 2005: 9). The purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or 

thing. It consists of two parts: identification and descriptions.  
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Based on the explanation above, teaching model is needed to increase students’ 

ability in learning writing descriptive text.  

According to the experience that the writer got, most learners have difficulty in 

producing their ideas into writing. They have difficulty organizing words into good 

paragraphs. So, in this research the writer propose a model as way to help the students in 

writing descriptive text. One of the teaching models that can be used for teaching writing 

descriptive text is round table model. 

Round table model is a kind of cooperative learning model in teaching learning 

process. According to Kagan (1994: 634), Round Table Model is cooperative learning 

model where the students take turn generating responses, solving problems, or making a 

contribution to project and sit in a round table.  

By using round table model, the teacher can make the students express their ideas 

and enjoy the teaching learning process, because in this activity each student has an 

opportunity to share their ideas. Besides that, it allows the students to interact with one 

another and make students active by mutually sharing their answer in the teamwork. 

Round table model has some advantages and disadvantages that the teacher found. The 

advantages of round table model are it can develop and encourage critical thinking, 

requires interdependence, and requires responsibility in each member of the group. 

Meanwhile, the disadvantages of round table model are some students may be confused 

with this treatment, and sometimes in the beginning of the class, the teacher will make 

mistakes.  

So, from the explanation, the writer can conclude that round table model is one of 

the cooperative learning models that can be used as a way to teach writing descriptive 

text for junior high school students. 
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Based on information above, the writer has made a research about “The 

Effectiveness of Round Table Model for Teaching Writing Descriptive Text” (An 

Experimental Research at SMP Negeri 6 Purwokerto). 

 

H. Reasons for Choosing The Topic 

There are two reasons for choosing the topic, namely: 

1. Writing is an important ability that should be mastered by all students. The students 

face many problems in learning writing especially in Descriptive Text 

2. By using “Round Table model”, it will be easier to guide the students to practice 

writing. Thus, they will get good paragraph writing.  

 

I. Problem of The Study 

The problem of this research is stated by question: “is round table model effective 

for teaching writing descriptive text to The Junior High School Students of SMP Negeri 

6 Purwokerto? 

 

J. Aim of The Study 

The aim of this research is to find out whether or not “Round Table Model is 

Effective for Teaching Writing Descriptive Text to The Junior High School Students of 

SMP Negeri 6 Purwokerto.  

 

K. Classification of The Term 

1. Effectiveness 

In Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary it is stated that the word 

“effective” means: producing the result that is wanted or intended; producing a 

successful result. (Hornby, 2010: 469) 
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2. Round Table Model 

Round table model is simple cooperative learning structures that cover much 

content, builds team spirit, and incorporates writing. This model is used in teaching 

learning by using piece of paper and pencil color, and it is followed by making a 

product for each team. According to Kagan (1994: 634), Round Table model is 

learning model where the students take turn in their team by generating their 

responses, solving problem, or making a contribution to a project.  

3. Teaching 

According to Brown (1994: 7), teaching is showing or helping someone 

giving instructions, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge, 

causing to know or understand. 

4. Writing  

Based on Nunan (2003: 88), states that writing is the mental of inventing 

ideas, thinking about how to express them, and organizing them into statement and 

paragraph that will be clear to a reader. 

5. Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is a text that describes a particular person, place, or thing. 

(Juliant Luber, 2014). 

 

L. Contribution of The Study 

This research is conducted to give the following contributions: 

1. Teacher 

The writer expects that the result of this research could give the teacher an 

alternative model in teaching English, especially teaching writing descriptive text. 
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2. For other Researcher 

The writer expects that the result of this research can give general knowledge how to 

know the effectiveness of round table model in teaching writing descriptive text. 
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