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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Writing 

1. Definition of Writing 

 Writing is a way of thinking and learning it gives a unique opportunity to 

explore ideas and acquire information. Writing is one of four skills of English that 

have to be mastered by the English learners. They are several ideas about the 

definition of writing general. Urquhart and Mclver (2005:23) state writing is an 

activity of expressing knowledge and the students have to express their knowledge 

as thoughtfully and clearly as they can.Writing is a written product of thinking, 

drafting, and revising that requires specialized skills on how to generate ideas, how 

to organize them coherently, how to use discourse markers and rhetoro\ical 

conventions to put them cohesively into a written text, how to revise texts for clearer 

meaning, how to edit a text or appropriate grammar and how to produce a final 

product (Brown, 2001:335).From those statements, the writer can conclude that 

writing is an activity to show the writer’s ideas that have done by some stages. 

2. The Importance of Writing 

 Writing is the complex process it means that in writing students have to 

consider many things to build a good writing result. Harmer (2004: 31-33) states that 

there are many advantages of learning writing. They are as follows:  

a. Writing is often not time-bound in the way conversation is. It means that 

students have longer time to think than in speaking activity. They can check 

their grammar patterns.  
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b. Writing encourages students to focus on accurate language use because they 

think as they write; it may provoke development well as they resolve problems 

which writing puts in their mind.  

c. Writing is often used as a means of reinforcing language that has been 

thought. They use writing skill to make a note about what they have learned 

while learning process happens. 

d. Writing is frequently useful as preparation for some other activity. 

e. Writing can also, of course, be used as an integral part of larger activity where 

the focus is on something else such as language practice, acting out, or 

speaking. As the example, the teacher asks the students to make a short 

dialogue which they will then act out. 

f. Writing is also used in questionnaire type activity. Writing is important to face 

questionnaire test. In the examination, students are asked their answer in the 

form of written. 

 From the explanation above the writer can conclude that writing skill is 

very important to be learned for students in every level. Writing helps us in 

solving and improving other skills in learning language. 

3. The Component of Writing 

 The stock of vocabulary, grammar and comprehending how to make a correct 

sentence must be considered to make a good writing. The students’ writing will be 

evaluated by the scoring system. The aspects of scoring are organization, content, 

grammar, vocabulary, and mechanic (Nurgiyantoro, 2001: 48). To make it clear, the 

writer will explain each aspect. 
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a. Organization  

It means how the students organize their idea. Whether each paragraph is 

organized well or not. The organization of the text is fluent expressing, 

revealing clearly ideas, good organization, logical sequence, and cohesive. 

b. Content  

The content refers to the topic and its explanation, discussion, evaluation, and 

conclusion. It should be clear, specific, and relevant. The good content had to 

fulfill the criteria such as full of information, substantive make a clear thesis 

development and relevant to the problem. 

c. Language  

The students use effective complex sentence construction and make only a few 

faults in the using of grammar. 

d. Vocabulary 

If the students could choose the correct words as it is function and master 

informing words. 

e. Mechanic 

Paragraph is a combination of some sentences which needs good spelling and 

punctuation. If the use of punctuation is not appropriate, the paragraph will be 

unreadable. So, the students should be mastered in writing good paragraph.  

4. The Process of Writing 

 In writing, there are some important things that the writer has to notice when 

the writer will make writing. Harmer (2004:4-5) states that process of writing has 

four main elements. Those are planning, drafting, editing, and final version. 

a. Planning  

The writer has to think about three main issues: 
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1) The purpose of their writing skill since this will influence (among other 

things) not only the type of the text they wish to produce, but also the 

language they use, and the information they choose to include. 

2) The audience they are writing for, since this will influence not only the 

shape of the writing, but also the choice of language. 

3) The content structure of the piece that is how best of sequence the fact, 

ideas, or arguments which they have decided or included. 

b. Drafting  

 One can refer to the first version of a piece of writing as a draft. A 

number of drafts may be produced on the way to the final version. 

c. Editing (reflecting and revising)  

 After writers produce a draft, then they usually read what the result of 

the draft is in order to see where it works and where it does not. Perhaps, the 

order of the information is not clear. Perhaps, the way something is written is 

ambiguous or confusing. Reflecting and revising are often helped by other 

readers (or editor) who moment and make suggestions. Another reader’s 

reaction to a piece of writing will help the author to make an appropriate 

revision. 

d. Final Report  

 After the writer edits their draft, it may be different from the original 

plan and the first draft because they make the changes which they consider to 

be necessary. However, in the final version, the writer in now ready to send 

the written text to intended audience. 

Based on the description above, it can be concluded that in producing the final 

draft which can be served to the readers, it needs some steps such as; planning, 
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drafting, and editing. Those steps help writers in having an idea or outline before 

they write something. 

5. The Approach in Writing 

 In process of writing, teachers should have strategies. Furthermore, strategies 

is necessary for the students to construct a good written text. Harmer (2004: 11-

12) states that there are some strategies that we need to consider in process of 

writing. 

a. The way we get students to plan 

 Before asking students to write, we can encourage them to think about 

what they are going to write by planning the content in a particular paper. 

There are various ways to do this including brainstorming and guided tasks. 

b. The way we encourage them to draft, reflect, and revise 

 Students who are unused to process of writing lesson will need to be 

encouraged to reflect on what they have written, learning how to treat first 

drafts as attempts and nnot as finished products. One way of encouraging 

drafting, reflection, and revision is to have students involved in collaborative 

writing. A pair group of students will work together on piece of aper and 

respond to other’s ideas. It is like making suggestion to change the work. 

c. The way we respond to our students’ writing 

 In order to make the process of writing can work well, teachers may 

think how to react to students’ work. Alternatively, the teachers can read 

through a draft then make written suggestions about how the text could be 

reordered. Reformulation will be beneficial to students who compare their 

version with the teacher’s version. Teacher can ue peer response to give 

feedback, as well as offering a fresh prospective on the writing. 
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B. Narrative Text 

1. Definition of Narrative 

 Narrative text is one of genre which is taught at theeighth 

gradestudents.According to Anderson (1997: 8), narrative is a piece of text,tells a 

story and, in doing so, entertains or informs the reader or listener.In addition, 

Gerrot and Wignel (1994: 204) argue that narrative deals with the action of the 

characters or problematic events which lead to a crisis or turning point of some 

kind, which in turn finds a resolution. 

2. The Generic Structures and the Language Features of Narrative 

 A teacher should have good preparation before conducting the learning 

process, included mastering the material. To understand a narrative text, teacher 

must consider  language features, social function, and generic structure . 

According to Anderson (2003:8), the steps for constructing the narrative including 

(1) an orientation in which the narrator tells the audience about who is in the story, 

when the story is taking place, and where the action is happening, (2) a 

complication that sets off a chain of events that influence what will happen in 

thestory, (3) a sequence of events where the characters react to the complication, 

(4) a resolution in which the characters finally sort outthe complication, (5) a coda 

that provides a comment or moral based on what has been learned from the story.  

 Moreover, the language features that are usually found in a narrative according 

to Anderson (2003:8), are specific characters, time words that connect events to 

tell when they occur, verbs to show the actions that occur in the story, descriptive 

words to portray the characters and setting.In addition, Gerrot and Wignell (1994: 

204) stated that the language features of a narrative text are specific and 

individualizedparticipants, material process to shows what happened and what 
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someone do or what is done, relational process to identify something or to assign a 

quality of something, mental process as a process of sensing, temporal 

conjunction and temporal circumstances that describe time and place, also past 

tense. 

C. Picture series 

1. Definition of Picture Series 

 An English teacher should master several methods to help him in teaching. 

They are able to engage the students in a topic or as the basis of the whole 

activity. Using pictures is one of the ways that can be used inteaching English. 

Hornby (2000: 631) defines picture as painting, drawing, sketch of something, 

especially as work of art. Hornby (2000: 121) also defines that picture series is 

several pictures or things of a similar kind that happened one after the other. 

Picture series can stimulate students to express their ideas and thoughts 

harmoniously through the picture series because they will get the idea directly and 

express their ideas in written form by seeing the picture series. 

2. Advantages of Picture Series 

 Picture series can be an effective way to train the students’ ability in writing 

because its advantages. According to Esternova as cited in (Permana, 2014:3) 

states there are several advantages of picture series. The advantages are: 

a. First, from picture series the students can get ideas directly because they know 

what they should write. 

b. Picture series give motivation for the students in writing because if they get an 

idea they will be motivated to write. 

c. Third, picture series are concrete object. 
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d. Picture series contains many actions that can be applied as idea and to provoke 

the students in imagining something, so the students will not lose idea in the 

middle or the last of writing. 

e. The last, picture series is more realistic so that it describes one poin directly 

than verbal way and it covers space and time. 

3. Disadvantages of Picture Series 

 Picture series have some importance in teaching writing. On the other hand, 

the use of picture series also has some disadvatages. According to Esternova as 

cited in (Permana, 2014:3) the disadvantages are: 

a. First, the size of picture which is very limited for big audience. 

b. Second, because of picture series only focus on sense of sight. 

4. The Procedure of Using Picture Series 

 Before a teacher uses picture series in the classroom, he should consider 

several factors. Morgan and Bowen (1994: 5) considers that there are five criteria 

for selecting the pictures. They are hey are easy to prepare, easy to organize, 

interesting, meaningful and authentic, sufficient and amount of language. By 

considering the statement, the writer has own steps that appropriate to apply 

picture series. Here the procedures of for teaching writing narrative text by using 

picture series, as follows: 

1. Teacher prepapares the picture series that will be used for teaching and 

learning writing narrative text. 

2. Teacher asks students to make a group, each group consist of four students. 

3. Teacher gives to the students some envelopes that consist of different pictures. 

Each group gets one title. 
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4. After the students find all the picture of steps, the students is asked to arrange 

picture in a right story based on their knowledge. 

5. After that, they have to write narrative text on a piece of paper. 

6. Then, teacher asks one of group to write their work on the whiteboard. 

7. Teacher and the other students give correction towards students’ writing 

narrative text. 

D. Review Relevant studies 

 The use of picture series in teaching and learning process, included in teaching 

writing is indeed not relatively new. There are some results of relevant studies on the 

use of picture and picture series. 

   First, the study about using picture in teaching writing has been done by Dwi 

Yuli Rohananingrum (2016) entitled The Effectiveness of Picture Series to Teach 

Writing Procedure Text. She states that the use of picture series is effective to be 

applied in teaching writing procedure text. Then, she states that using picture series to 

teach writing can help students to improve their writing skill. 

   Second, the study about picture series has been done by Vania Teska Novita 

entitled The Effectiveness of Teaching Writing throughPicture Series to Grade VIII 

Students of SMP Negeri 3 Sleman2013/2014 (2014). She states that in teaching 

writing, students’ who were taughtusing picture series have higher scores than those 

who were taught usingtextbooks. She also states that there is a significant difference 

between students’ writing skills who taught using picture series and those who arenot. 

   Third, the research has been done by Kresna Dewanto Aji entitled The 

Effectiveness of Using Picture Series to Teach Writing Skill (2019), it was concluded 

that picture series was successful to teach writing through picture series. The increase 

of the experimental class mean is higher than that of the control class.  
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E. Hypothesis 

 The writer’s basic assumption is teaching learning English, especially writing 

narrative text, teacher needs a learning media which can make learning writing 

become more interesting and effective. One of learning medias for teaching writing is 

Picture Series. Applying Picture Series contributes to make students get and express 

their idea. The writer considers that ppicture series is an effective way to increase 

students’ achievement in learning writing especially writing narrative text. 

 Based on the literature review and the conceptual framework, the writer has 

hypothesis that using picture series will be effective to teach writing narrative text. 
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