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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

 An English lesson is composed of four aspect skills. They are reading, listening, 

writing, and speaking. They are divided into receptive skills (listening and reading) and 

productive skills (writing and speaking). Writing is one of the important skills in English 

as EFL (English as a Foreign Language). It allows the writer to explore thoughts and 

ideas, and make them visible and concrete, encourages thinking and learning, motivates 

communication and makes thought available for reflection. When thought is written down, 

ideas can be examined, reconsidered, added to, rearranged, and changed. 

 Writing is not only a tool for communication but also serves as a means of learning, 

thinking, and organizing knowledge or ideas (Widodo, 2008:101). According to Saputri 

(2014:1), having good ability in writing is needed in this modern communication or high-

technology era. It must be learned by students to communicate and to face the competition 

with other people in this global era. 

However, sometimes English is considered a difficult subject for Foreign Language 

(EFL) learners (Setyowati, Latief, &Widiati, 2017). Kodoatie (2013:16) states that in the 

Indonesian context, the main reason for the difficulty is because of the difference of the 

writing system of English language and Indonesian. English has its own grammatical 

system. For example, the students want to tell their story in the past, so they have to tell it 

using past tenses. Meanwhile, the students that use Indonesian language do not pay 

attention to that because there are no tenses in Indonesian language. Therefore, writing is 

considered as the most difficult skill to be taught and learned since there are several 
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variables that need control at once, such as grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure and 

cohesion (Sari, Zuraida, Fiftinova, 2015:70) 

According to the syllabus of Kurikulum 13 at eighth-grade students of junior high 

school, the students should have the ability to make and develop written functional text. 

One of those is narrative text. According to Rebecca (2003), a narrative text is a text, 

which relates a series of logically, and chronologically related events that are caused or 

experienced by factors. She, furthermore, states that a key to comprehend a narrative is a 

sense of plot, of theme, of characters, and of events, and of how they relate. Considering to 

the importance of writing narrative text to be mastered by the students, the students need a 

fun, interesting and effective way for learning writing narrative text. Zaini (2008:50) states 

that the strategy can motivate the students and get them involved in the learning process. 

One of strategy to motuvate students is using picture series. The picture series has 

some promising benefits which are worthy to apply. In this case, pictures are recognized 

as the way of representing the real situation and they can serve as Visual aids. Hornby 

(2000:121) states that picture series is sequence events or things of a similar kind that 

happen one after the other. Harmer (2004:67) states that pictures can stimulate students’ 

creativity especially in writing. Pictures work on in provoking the imagination and 

creativity so that the students can produce good writing. By using picture series the 

students are hoped to be easier in getting and organizing their ideas to write narrative text. 

This kind of strategy will attract the students and involve them in the learning deeper. 

Based on the situation above, the writer is inspired to conduct a study entitled “The 

Effectiveness of Picture Series for Teaching Writing Narrative Text (An Experimental 

Research at the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Negeri 3 Sumbang in the Academic Year 

2018/2019)?” 
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B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

 The are some reason for choosing the topic. They are: 

1. Writing is an essential skill that should be mastered by the students in every level from 

secondary till advanced learners. 

2. Picture series can be friendly, fun, or effective media towards students’ confidence and 

idea which the students train their writing ability. 

C. The Problem of the Research 

 The problem of the study is started with the following question: 

“Is the picture series effective for teaching writing narrative text at the Eighth Grade 

Students of SMP Negeri 3 Sumbang in the academic year 2018/2019?” 

D. The Aim of the Research 

 The aim of the research is “To know whether picture series is effective for teach 

writing narrative text at the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Negeri 3 Sumbang in the 

Academic Year 2018/2019 or not” 

E. The Key Terms 

 The title of this research is“The Effectiveness of Picture Series for Teaching Writing 

Narrative Text (An Experimental Research at the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Negeri 3 

Sumbang in the Academic Year 2018/2019)”. To make the topic easy to understand, the 

writer wants to give clarification covered in the title of this research: 

1. Effectiveness 

The effectiveness is a noun form of effect, which means having effect; able to bring 

about the result intended (Hornby, 2000:386) 

2. Picture series 

Picture series is sequence events or things of a similar kind that happen one after the 

other. (Hornby, 2000:121) 
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3. Writing 

Tarigan (1986:3) writing is a language skill which is used to communicate indirectly, 

not face to face directly. 

4. Narrative text 

Anderson and Anderson (2003) explain that a narrative is a text that tells a story and, 

in doing so, entertains the audience 

F. Contribution of the Research 

 This study will give some benefits to some elements: 

1. For teachers 

 The results of this research can help the teachers find out the most appropriate 

technique for the development of their teaching. 

2. For readers 

 For the readers especially students in English Department University of 

Muhammadiyah Purwokerto, the writer hopes this research will give information 

about the technique for teaching writing English. 

3. For school 

 The writer hopes that it will give a clear view of picture series to decide the 

next strategies or the right steps in developing the teachers and students 

competence. 
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