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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW PERCEPTION AND FORMATIVE 

ASSESSMENT 

 

This chapter presents the comprehensive theories which will be the basis for 

this research. It takes a part as the foundation in determining the extent of the 

research. Since the research concerns on the students‟ perception on the use of 

formative test‟ talk, this chapter likely covers the discussion of perception and 

formative test. 

A. Theoretical review of perception 

Adediwura and Bada Tayo (2007:165-167) in their academic journal 

elaborate the theories of perception by taking some experts‟ explanation. 

First, they take the theories as postulated by Allport (1966) who defines 

perception as the way people judge or evaluate others. The second, Eggen 

and Kauchak theories (2001) see perception from the cognitive dimension as the 

process by which people attach meaning to experiences. It means that the 

perception comes after people attend to certain stimuli in their sensory 

memories. However, perception will influence the information that enters 

working memory. This theory is strengthened by the next statement from Glover 

et al. (1990). They state that background knowledge in the form of schemas 

affects perception and subsequent learning. Even, research findings have verified 

that background knowledge resulting from experience strongly influence  

perception.  Finally,  Baron  and  Byrne  (1991)  explain  it  as  the process  
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through  which  people  attempt  to  understand  other  persons  and attempt to 

obtain information about the temporary causes of others‟ behavior, for example, 

the emotions or feelings. 

Further, A Adediwura and Bada Tayo show the process of having 

perception as follows : that every impression that comes in from without, be it a 

sentence, which we hear, an object or vision, no sooner enters our consciousness 

than it is drafted off in some determinate directions or others, making connection  

with  other  materials  already there and finally producing what we call our 

reaction. From this it is clear that perception is the reaction elicited when an 

impression is perceived from without after making connection with other 

materials in the consciousness (memory) (Adediwura & Tayo, 2007: 165-166) 

From this point of view, it could be inferred that perception cannot be 

done in vacuum. It depends on some background information that will trigger a 

reaction. Perception may be energized by both the present and past experience, 

individual attitude at a particular moment, the physical state of the sense organ, 

the interest of the person, the level of attention, and the interpretation given to the 

perception (A Adediwura and Bada Tayo, 2007: 166) 

Students‟ perception according to McGoldrick and Caffrey (2009, cited in 

Akande, 2009:32), can be understood as the students‟ ability to justify their own 

opinions and distinguish it from research being presented in the class. 

Students‟ perception of teachers‟ knowledge of subject matter, attitudes to 

work and teaching skills is absolutely dependent on the fact that they have been 

taught by the teachers under evaluation and are familiar with them. They  
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therefore,  have  minds  already  pre-occupied  with  memories  and reactions  that  

inventory  for  data  collection  will  measure  (Allport,  1976; Glover et al., 1990 

cited in A Adediwura and Bada Tayo, 2007:165) 

From the statement above we can conclude,student‟s preception is a 

research process toward an object which is relate with the response of each 

individual person. A human is an individual creature, so every person have a 

differenciate between each other depend on their preception. 

 

B. Theoretical review of Assessment (test) 

A test or assesssment is the way of evaluation that has been the form of 

language which must be done by students to get the data of students achievement 

which is compared to standard value (Nurkancana, 1983: 25). 

Meanwhile Asmawi (1992: 2) defines a test as any intrusive precedure or 

series of tasks that use to obtain observation. 

From both definitions we know that assessment is very crucialthing to be 

held. The teacher to know his students achievement uses it. The further 

information about assessment in teaching. 

1. Formative Assessment  

a. Definition of Formative Assessment 

According to ministry of Education of New Zealand, 1994 

(Assessment: policy to practice). Assessment  is a range of formal and 

informal assessment procedures (for example, the monitoring of 

children‟s writing development, anecdotal records, and observations) 

undertaken by teachers in the classroom as an integral part of the normal 
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teaching and learning process in order to modify and enhance learning 

and understanding. 

Bronwen Cowie & BeverleyBell, 1996/1999 (A model of 

formative assessment in science education).The process used by teachers 

and students to recognise and respond to student learning in order to 

enhance that learning, during the learning. 

Black & Wiliam, 1998, p. 2 (Inside the black box) Assessment‟ 

refers to all those activities undertaken by teachers, and by the students in 

assessing themselves, which provide information to be used as feedback 

to modify the teaching and learning activities in which they are engaged.  

Such assessment become „formative assessment‟ when the evidence is 

actually used to adapt the teaching to meet the needs. 

Meanwhile Waridjan (1996: 6) declares that formative assessment  

is the students learning result evaluation when it is held after the teaching 

programme unit has been finished. It is intended to find out the feedback 

to obtain the strength and weakness of the teaching system that he use. 

From the above theories it is concluded that formative assessment  

is a test, which is used to find out feedback to obtain the succes and 

weakness of teaching system that the teacher uses after students have 

followed acertain programme. 

The formative assessment  result cannot be used to arrange the 

report which shows the students degree in learning but to get information 

to decide whether the teaching system needed some improvement in 
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order to make it more effective and efficient, so students will learn better 

and will be successful in their summative test. 

The implication of Blooms statement as quoted by Waridjan 

(1991: 6) is a teacher should give formmative assessment  regulary, 

ideally it is conducted after teaching process has finished. By noticing 

the formative assessment  result, the teacher has a chance to revise his 

methode and the students have to revise their way to learning. 

b. The Benefits of Formative Assessment 

When formative assessment is well implemented the benefits include: 

1. Defined learning goals 

  Monitoring student progress regularly helps keep learning 

goals top of mind so students have a clear target to work towards, and 

teachers can help clear up misunderstandings before students get off 

track. 

2. Increased rigor 

  Practicing formative assessment helps teachers collect 

information that indicates student needs. Once teachers have an 

understanding of what students need to be successful, they can create 

a rigorous learning environment that will challenge every student to 

grow. 

3. Improved academic achievement 

  Providing students and teachers with regular feedback on 

progress toward their goals is the main function of formative 

assessment that will aid in increasing academic achievement. 
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Formative assessment helps students close the gap between their 

current knowledge and their learning goals.¹ 

4. Enhanced student motivation 

  Because formative assessment involves setting learning goals 

and measuring the progress towards those, this increases motivation. 

When students have a focus on where they‟re aiming, results 

skyrocket. 

5. Increased student engagement 

  Students need to find meaning in the work they are asked to do 

in the classroom. Connecting the learning objectives with real-world 

problems and situations draws students into the instructional 

activities and feeds their natural curiosity about the world. 

6. Focused and targeted feedback 

  Descriptive feedback should highlight gaps in understanding 

and specifically inform students on how they can improve their 

learning rather than listing what they got wrong, thus facilitating a 

reciprocal learning process between teachers and students.² 

7. Personalized learning experiences 

  It‟s the close analysis of formative assessment data that allows 

the teacher to examine his or her instructional practices and 

determine which are producing the desired results and which are not. 

Some that work for one group of students may not work for another 

group. 
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8. Self-regulated learners 

  Teaching students the requisite skills to monitor and take 

responsibility for meeting their goals creates self-regulated learners. 

Give students examples of high-quality work along with multiple 

opportunities to review and correct their own work to build 

independent and autonomous thinkers. 

9. Data-driven decisions 

  Using the data gathered from frequent learning checks 

empowers teachers to make sound, informed decisions that are 

grounded in data. 

Arikunto (1986: 48) states that a formative assessment  has many 

benefits, for the students, the teacher and the teaching programme 

itself. The information is as follow. 

a. For students 

1. It used to know the students have mastered the material  

2. It becomes reinforcement for the students. 

3. It can be used as a feedback. By finding out the result of 

formative assessment  clearly students know the weakness 

that they possess 

b. For teacher 

1. To find out whether this teaching material, which has been 

used, can be effective for his students. 
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2. To find out the weakness of the students and the teaching 

material that the students has not mastered. 

3. To predict whether his teaching is successful or not as the 

whole programme that he gives. 

c. For teaching programme  

From the formative assessment  result we can find out : 

1. Whether the programmme, which has been given, is an 

accurate programme. It means that the programme is 

appropriate with students competence. 

2. Whether the programme needs any knowledge. 

3. Whether it needs visual aids to facilitate the students in 

learning things. 

 From explanation above, it is clear that formative assessment  

is very crucial thing to hold in teaching learning process 

c. Attribute of Formative Assessment (Indicator) 

An attribute is an element that takes a value and is associated with 

an object, such as an item, a region, a page. In this content attribute same 

like characteristic of item. The attributes described below are things most 

teachers will recognize as well‐established practice. By defining them 

explicitly, we hope to put a label on each one, so that teachers can help 

each other improve those attributes they have identified as their priorities. 

Formative assessment does not demand that all five of these 

attributes are present at the same time. In this activity, participants can 

Student’s Perceptions Toward..., Irfan Mukti Aji, FKIP UMP, 2019



13 

 

identify attributes where they exist in formative assessment activities and 

add them where they determine it is appropriate. Based on Attributes of 

Effective Formative Assessment (McManus, 2008) and Formative 

Assessment: Examples of Practice (Wylie, 2008) attributes of formative 

assessment namely :  

Attribute 1: Learning Progressions  

Learning progressions should clearly articulate the subgoals of 

the ultimate learning goal. Formative assessment is based on the teacher‟s 

awareness of the prior learnings required for a particular goal and the 

subsequent knowledge and skills that will build upon it. Therefore, 

learning gaps and teachablemoments are more likely to emerge and 

meaningful context for learning is easier to establish. 

Attribute 2: Learning Goals and Criteria for Success 

Learning goals and criteria for success should be clearly 

identified and communicated to students. Students are more likely to 

succeed if they are able to explain what they are trying to learn and if they 

know how success will be measured. 

Attribute 3: Descriptive Feedback  

Students should be provided with evidence based feedback that 

is linked to the intended instructional outcomes and criteria for success. 

Along with attributes 1 and 2, timely feedback helps the student answer 

the three questions that drive formative assessment : Where am I going ? 

Where am I now ? How can I close the gap ? 
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Attribute 4: Self and PeerAssessment  

Both self and peer assessment are important for providing 

students an opportunity to think metacognitively about their lerning. When 

teachers model good feedback and provide structures, such as rubrics, 

students have more opportunities to recieve and provide feedback using 

the language of the goals and criteria. ( Like other formative assessment 

process self and peer assessment should not be used in formal grading.) 

Attribute 5: Collaboration  

A classroom culture in which teachers and students are partners 

in learning should be established. Students should be taught to take 

responbility for their learning in ways that not only make it more practical 

for the teachers but also prepare students to engage productively in the 

learning process throughout their lives. 

 

C. Basic Assumption 

Evaluation can be separated from the actifity of teaching learning 

process. It is very crucial things since it is used to know what has been 

obtained successfully and also to know the weakness of teaching learning 

activity. 

When the lesson has been taught, the formative assessment  is needed to 

find outthe feedback to obtain the success after the students have followed a 

certain time. Ateacher should give formative assessment regulary. Doing 
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formative assessment regulary stimulates students to study hard in order to get 

good mark. If they got bad mark, we learn the lesson more times. 

The learning activity that has been done by students will be the changes 

whether he is in his knowledge, understanding, and his ability or in his attitude. 

This change can be seen through the students achievement. The writer thinks 

that giving formative assessment regulary gives effectiveness on English 

achievement. 
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